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The Writer of tliis work being incidentally employed in the 
consideration of the Public Records, with a view to their proper 
Arrangement in the Public Record Office, found it necessary 
to give his particular attention to the course and mode of trans- 
acting business in the Exchequer. 



The information which he desired lo possess is, in a great 
measure, to he found in the Records, many of which are very 
bulky, others are dispersed in various places, and some (perhaps 
many) have not yet emerged from the obscurity into wliich they 
had fallen before the passing of the Public Records Act, I and 
2 Vict. c. 94. 



Notwithstanding the assistance afforded by the invaluable 
work of MadoK, the useful works of Gilbert, Hale, and 
Vernon, and froni the original documents, the writer found 
himself engaged in a task of no small labour. He bad at first 
no view to publication, but as he advanced in his pursuit, the 
subject became more and more interesting lo himself. The 
arrangement of his materials seemed to throw new light on the 
History of the Exchequer, and at length it occurred to him 
that he had acquired information which might be interesting 
and practically useful to others, if arranged in a simple, concise, 
and connected form. 




Such are the circumstances to which this 
origin. It comprisCB — 

1. A sketch or brief History of the Exchequer, from its origin 

to the present time. 

2. A sketch of the Ancient Revenue of the Crown. 

3. A description of the Process for bringing in the Revenue. 

4. A statement of the nature of the Offices of the Sheriffs 

and other Accountants with respect to the Revenue, and 
of the manner of bringing in and accounting for the 
same, which latter may be considered the Returns to 
the Process. 

5. A statement of the Chief Revenue Rolls, explanatory of 

the Charge and Discharge of Sheriffs and other Account- 
ants, and of the mode of entering and recording the 
Revenue. For the purpose of following out the Plan 
proposed in describing the Proceedings in the order in 
which they occurred, it would seem to have been proper 
to have described the Pipe Rolls before speaking of the 
Process, because the first proceedings were to enter on 
those Rolls the Items or Charge against the Accountants 
respectively, and from which copies were made and sent 
out with the Summons; on ihe other hand, the Rolls 
contain also the Discharge, which could only be finally 
entered up after the Sheriffs had accounted. It has 
therefore been thought more advisable to describe the 
Pipe Rolls and a few other Records in the order here 
slated, rather than to describe one Record in one place 
and the rest relating to the subject elsewhere. 

6. The History and Functions of the Exchequer Officers, 

These matters have been placed at the end, as the 
details of them, however important to be understood, 
would have rather encumbered and confused the general 
History. 




PREFACE. VU 

A brief History of the Treasury is added^ as arising out of 
the Exchequer ; and following that^ as necessarily connected^ 
is shown the origin of the present Management of the Treasury 
and Exchequer of Ireland. These, with other passages in 
the present volume, are here reprinted with additions from 
the '* Notes of Materials for the History of Public Depart- 
ments/' collected by the writer and privately printed in the 
year 1846. 

The writer is very sensible of the imperfections of his work. 
His explanations of the old Exchequer Records might have 
been more full and satisfactory if he had waited for the fur- 
ther discovery and examination of materials ; still his object 
has not been to enlarge, but to give all that was necessary 
as concisely as possible, and, judging by the difficulties which 
he has had to overcome, it has appeared to him, and he has 
been encouraged by others to believe, that his materials, as 
now arranged, may be practically useful to those who desire to 
understand the Exchequer Records and the History of the 
Exchequer. 

The Index at the end of the work will greatly facilitate the 
means of easy reference to any subject desired. 

F. S. Thomas. 

Public Record Office, Rolls House, 
ith April, 1848. 




The Ancient Exchequer (a) of England was similar to that of 
the Normans, and is supposed to have been introduced into' 
England by Ihe Conqueror, as no mention is made of an 
Exchequer in times preceding the Conquest ; but boou after thai 
event it is frequently mentioned by Historians and in Records (A). 
The Great Officers who presided at the Exchequer were all, 
or roost of them, new, that is, had different functions from those 
of the Great Officers of the King's Court or Palace in the 
English or Anglo-Saxon times (c). 

Whatever difference of opinion there may be as to the pre- 
cise time of the establishment of this Court, we have proof of 
its existence as early as Henry I., as there is one of (he Great 
Annual Rolls of Accounts, a Pipe Roll of the 3Ut of that 
King's reign, still preserved. And we find also in that reign 
that there were Judges or Governors of this Court styled 
Barones Scaccarii. 

The Court was held in the King's Palace, but it is not on 
that account to be confounded with the Curia Regis, but rather 
as a Member thereof: for there were Pieas in the King's Court 
and Pleas in the Exchequer, and when Pleas were had at the 
Exchequer, the proper way to express it seems to have been 
thus — in Curia Ret/is ad Scacoarium, or in Curia Regis apud 
Westmonasterium ad Scaccariwm (d). 

When the Exchequer was held at Westminster, there were 
two principal rooms for the Barons to sit in ; one was called 

(a) It is aaicl to have been called Ibe Exchequer, fram the chequered clotli laeta- 
bting B Cbesa-board, wbich covered the table, atid ou which, when the accounta were 
mode up, the aiam were marlied and icored with counters. 

In the ancient Dialogue cmiceniing tbe Exchequer, Booh I., chap, i,, written proba- 
bly in tbe time of Henrj 11., the Exchequer ia described ^' aa a square tK>ard, of atiout 
ten feel in length, aud live iu breadth, fixed up in the shape of a table, for people to ait 
round, with a border of about four inchea high all round it, to preirent anything falling 
of, and B cloth bought in Gaatcr term marked with black squares, distant from each 
other about a foot gr a B)ian, laid upon the upper Eieheuuer, and was like a cheaa-boBrd. 
In the aquarea countera were regularly plaoed." See alio Book I., chap, v., under the 
bead " AccBualanl." Also Bonk 11., chap. mvii. of the Dialogue, 

And in the Dialogue, it statea that the cashier carried bia coffer of silver from the 
Under to the Upper Exchequer, to be eiamined by weight and combuatiori ; therefore 
Ibe ofScu of Weigher and Melter aeem rather to belong to the Upper Kichequer. See 
Dialogue, Book 1., cbap. iii„ and chap, ti., under the heads " Caabier" and "Melter." 

C*) Madoi (folio), 120, 121. (c) Id, 127. (rfl Id, S7. 



THE GXCBBQUSB. ■ 

SrcuxaTium or Scaccarium Barouum. it was so called in the 
timcB of Henry II. and HI. ; the other was called Tlialamus or 
Thalamus Saronum, a sort of Council Chamber (a). Some- 
times the Greater Scaccarium was called Scaccarium in Solio, 
the Throne-like Exchequer. The Barons had also certain 
chambers in the King's Palace or Exchequer, but whether for 
lodgings or for other purposes, does not appear (6). It is 
stated in the Dialogue of the Exchequer, Book I., ch. vii., that 
the Usher of the Upper Exchequer not only took care of the 
door of the apartment in which the Exchequer was kept, but 
had also the custody of the Council Chamber, which was situated 
near the apartments of the Exchequer. The Barons met there 
when any doubtful matter was proposed to thenri at the Exche- 
quer which they chose to debate apart ; but their cliief reason 
for retiring thither was that they might not hinder the accounts 
from being proceeded with. If any doubtful question arose, it 
was referred to them. 

The order in which the Officers sat in the Upper Exchequer 
in the time of Henry II, is slated in the Dialogue, Book I.. 
ch. v., to tho.foUowing effect: — 

" There were four benches placed on the four sides of the 
Exchequer. 

" At the head of the Exchequer sat the President (Chief 
Justicier) ; the Chancellor on his left ; ne:Lt to the Chancellor 
eat tlie Constable ; next the two Chamberlains ; then the 
Marshal ; otherswere sometimes added. This is the first form. 

■' On the second form on the leji side sat an officer who served 
the Chamberlains with foils of Tallies, and some others ; atthc 
end of this form sat the Clerk who superintended the scribe. 
It was his duty to provide proper writers for registering the 
Chancellor's Roll and the King's Writs made out at the 
Exchequer, as also the summonses. 

" On the second form on the right sat the Treasurer and his 
clerk, the writer of the Treasury Roll (Clerk of the Pipe) ; the 
writer of the Chancery Roll (duplicate of the Pipe) sat next to 
him ; the Chancellor's clerk next to him, who took care that his 
roll tallied with the other. The Constable's clerk sat next at 
the end of the form. 

" On the fourth Ibrm opposite the Chief Justicier sat an officer 
with a third roll, newly established by the King, because it is 
written ' a triple coid is with difficulty broken :' in this roll he 
wrote (as stated in the Dialogue in another place) the laws of the 
kingdom, and the King's secrets, and kept it by him, and car- 

(a)Co)ie, inliiii4ililti»t., p. 112, )a;g,11iBtBbout IheenilDfKdw.I. IhiaCoiirt wu 
new built, and )hf refote, in 2 Kdvt. III., it woa called tlieNew Rxchequer. Foxir (core 
and one penoiis (wbereof Uie AUkH of WeitniiiuWr and 48 of lili monka ware ipart) 
brake inli) 'he Receipt Bi.d robbed Iherefrom lUI),00a(. Tbi« occaiiaoed the new build- 
iQg of both yua of the Excb«iuec, the old being ancisnl And weak. 

(6)MBdoi, liP-131. 
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tied it wherever he thought proper ; he had hia clerk also in the 
Under Exchequer (ii). NL'xt him sat the Sheriffs and their 

clerks." 

The King transferred this Court from place to place, as cir- 
cumstances required. About the lOth of King John, the Ex- 
chequer was held at Northampton from Michaelmas to Christ- 
mas, and in the llth of John, the Sheriffs of London and Mid- 
dlesex had allowance for tlie charges of conveying the Rolls 
and Exchequer of the Barons, and the Exchequer and Rolls of 
the Jews from London to Northampton (S). In 18 Edw. I., 
the King commanded the Barons to transfer the Exchequer to 
the Husting of London, and to hold it there. Tiie same King, 
in the 26th of his reign, caused the Exchequer, with the Receipt 
and the Bench to be removed to the City of York, and com- 
manded the Sheriff of York 1o provide a large convenient Hall 
within the Castle for holding the Pleas of the said Bench, with 
other conveniences for Seats for the Justices, Barons, and 
others, and to fit up the Castle Hall for the Exchequer, with a 
Square Chequer Board and Seats about it for the Treasurer, 
Barons, Clerks and Ministers there, and with a Bar for those 
who had to plead and to attend there. The Sheriff was also 
commanded to fit up the Tower of the Castle for the Receipt of 
the Exchequer with doors, bars, &e.. for the security of the 
Treasure, all which was to be done under the direction of John 
Dymock, Usher of the Exchequer. And soon after the several 
Sieriflfs of Counties from London to York were directed to 
lake care for the safe conveying of the Rolls, Writs, and Trea- 
sure thilher. The Exchequer and Bank, and the Records, were 
likewise removed to York in 12 Edw. II., when the Rolls, 
Tallies, Memoranda, &c., were removed thither. Also in 15 
Edw. II,, when the Vice -Treasurer, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Two Justices of the 
King's Bench and Common Pleas, and others of the King's 
Council, being assembled atWest minster, concerted and ordered 
the manner of removing it, particularly as to the number of 
carriages, and the stages or days' journeys upon the road, &c. 
And about the same time commanded the Sheriffs of the 
several Counties to be personally present to pay their Profers, 
and return their Writs, and to give notice to Bailiffs, Farmers, 
and others, to appear there (c). 

The same persons (or many of them) who acted as Jusliciers 
in the King's Court, or Curia Regis, usually acted also as Justi- 
ciers or Barons of the Exchequer ■, but when they were at the 
Exchequer they were mostly styled Barones Scaccarii ; some- 
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limes, however, Baro and Justidarius have hcon used without 
any apparent difference (a). 

The great object of this Court was the supervision and 
management of the Revenue. There is no doubt, liowever, 
that in early times the Court exercised jurisdiction in Common 
Picas, but was restrained by Magna Charta, the statute of Rut- 
land 12 Edward I., and by other statutes, from holding other 
Pleas than those pertaining to the Bevenue, and the officers 
connected with the same(&). 

The Hifch, or Cliief Justicier, was not only Chief Officer of 
the Curia Regis, but he presided also in the Exchequer, having 
the superior care and guidance of the King's Revenue (c), doing 
many acts for some time after the Conquest which aflenvards 
pertained to the Treasurer (d) ; he let to farm the King's 
Manors, held Pleas of the Exchequer, made allowances on 
claims of Sheriffs, &c. Hero sat also the King's Chancellor 
and Treasurer, with several Justiciers of the King's Court, and 
other Great Officers of the Palace, viz., the Constable, Marshal, 
and Chamberlains, who either acted in person, or by their Depu- 
ties or Substitutes, (e) King Henry IH. frequenily acted per- 
sonally in the Exchequer (J"). 

In the reign of William II., Ranulf, first the King's Chap- 
lain and afterwards Bishop of Durham, was, for many years 
together, Justicier or Chief Ruler under the King of all Eng- 
land ; he was styled also " Placitator ei Exactor totius Angliwi' 
by wliich it would appear that he was Justicier and Treasurer {g) . 
Roger, Bishop of Salisbury, in the reign of Henry 1., seems to 
have been Chief Justicier and Treasurer (if not Chancellor 
loo) at the same time(A). 

It does not apjiear how the Chief Justicier "as appointed in 
the earliest times, but King John, in the 15th of his reign, 
appointed the Bishop of Winchester his Justicier, by patent {i). 

Although the Crown Revenue was principally under the care 
and management of tiie Chief Justicier, TreaB\irer, and Barons, 
yet the several persons employed by the King as Justiciers in 
his Court, or Justiciera Itinerant, did in their respective 
spheres or places take care of the King's Revenue. They 
demised or let out the King's Manors, assised the Aids, Escu- 
ages, and Tallages, seized and certified Escheats, admitted 
Fines and Oblatas, and estreated amerciaments and other 
debts (A). 

We find also other assistants. By Slat. 3 Edw. I. c 19, 
and by the Statute ofRutiand, 12 Edw. I., Commissioners 
were ciirected to be appointed and sent into the several Coun- 
ties to inquire of Debts. And, by the latter Statute, they 
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were empowered to call before them Sheriffs, and others, and 
to take Inquests, and to make Rolls of those convicted before 
them, of which the Sheriffs were to have transcripts, and the 
Rolls were directed to be sent into the Exchequer under the 
Seals of the Inquisitors. 

Also, by Stat. 27 Edw. I. c. 2, (Stat, de Finibus), it was 
ordained that at one time certain every year, one Baron and 
one Clerk of the Exchequer should go through every Shire of 
England, to examine and view the Acquittances of Sheriffs and 
their Bailiffs touching the Casual Revenue, or Summons of 
Greenwax, and to inrol them; and, also, to hear and 'deter- 
mine complaints against the Sheriffs and their Clerks and 
Bailiffs. This practice is said to have been superseded by the 
appointment of a Surveyor of Greenwax, in the time of King 
James the First. It may be, however, that the above practice 
had been discontinued before the appointment of the latter 
officer (a). See under the head " Surveyor of Greenwax,'* p. 1 19. 

Again, by Stat. 6 Hen. IV, c. 13, touching Frauds, Embez- 
zlements, &c., of Sheriffs, Escheat ors, Aulnagers, Customers, 
&c., after every final Account made before tne Barons of the 
Exchequer, the tenor of every Account, together with Com- 
missions, directed to the most lawful and discreet persons, 
were commanded to be sent into the Counties where the 
Accountants were officers, to inquire and certify the profits 
which the Accountants had received. 

The Chancellor assisted also in matters of revenue. The 
Chancery was anciently kept and executed at the King's 
Court ; but the Chancellor, like the Chief Justicier, performed 

5 art of his duties also in the Exchequer, and acted with the 
usticiers and Barons there {h). He acted as a check upon 
the Lord Treasurer, and for that purpose a Duplicate of the 
Great Roll of the Pipe was formed for him, and called the 
Chancellor's Roll (c). The Great Seal was commonly kept in 
the Treasury of the Exchequer. Writs of the Chancery were 
sometimes set forth at the Exchequer, viz., Writs of Liberate, 
Computate, and Perdono, and to distinguish them from the 
Writs made at the King's Court, it was said Testihus his apud 
(such a place) ad scaccarium, and these Writs were sealed at 
the Exchequer with the Great Seal, which was often, by the 
Justicier's command, brought from the Lower to the Upper 
Exchequer^ that is to say, from the Receipt to the Account Side 
of the Exchequer, in order to dispatch the business of the 
Exchequer, and then it was returned into the Purse and 
sealed up by the Chancellor (c?). 

The Writs of Summons that issued for the King's Debts and 
Rights, and the Writs to call Councils, and to summon Barons 



(a) Vernon, 103. (b) Madox, 131. 

(c) Preface to Jones's Index to the Originalia, p. xii. (d) Madox, 131. 




6 THE EXCHEQUER. 

and Knights ad habendum sereittum, were sometimes made at 
the Exchequer and scaled there by the Spirgnrtiell or Chafe-wax 
of Chancery, and afterwards transmitted through England by 
the Usher of the Exchequer ; and there was a Clerk constantly 
attending at the Exchequer, called Clericus or Magister Scrip- 
lorii, who was a Chief Clerk of the Chancery ; and there was 
also a Clerk called Scriptor Rotuli de Cancellaria, whose duty 
it was to find persons to write the Rolls of Chancery and the 
Writs that were made at the Exchequer, this officer was placed 
next in order to the Chancellor (a). 

Madox conjectures that the Chancery was separated from the 
Exchequer about the end of the reign of Rich. I. or the beginning 
of John, because about that time they began to make distinct 
Rolls of Chancery, viz., the Charter, Patent, Close, Fine Rolls, 
&c. and to estreat or certify the same into the Exchequer, 
there being no necessity for estreating the Chancery Rolls 
whilst the Chancellor with the Great Seal was usually resident 
at the Exchequer. 

The cause of separation (Madox suggests) was this, that 
when Rich. I, was in foreign parts, William de Longcham^, 
the King's Chief Justicier and Chancellor, was put out of his 
office of Chief Justicier by the power and intrigue of John, 
Earl of Moreton. After which, although he continued Chan- 
cellor for a short time, it is likely he did not attend and act 
at the Exchequer as before, by which means the business of 
the Chancery which used to be done at the Exchequer might 
probably be done in another place, or might be put into a new 
method (6). 

It would appear, however, that the King's Chancellor con- 
tinued for some time to discharge his necessary duties at the 
Exchequer, through the medium of his officers, for in 14 Henry 
III, (1229), Robert de St. Medard was appointed to write 
at the Exchequer for the Bishop of Chichester, the King's 
Chancellor. Soon after this we find a new functionary ap- 
pointed, probably to succeed to the duties of the King's Chan- 
cellor in the Exchequer (c). In the 18th year of the reign of 
Hen. HI., John Maunsell was appointed to some office and 
to reside at the Receipt of the Exchequer, and to have a 
Counter-Roll of all things pertaining to the said Receipt, 
which Madox conjectures to have been the first appointment 
of a C/tajtcellor of the Exchequer, and that lie was appointed to 
be a control or check upon the Treasurer (rf). We do not 
find any mention of this officer before, but afterwards in this 
reign of Hen. HI. he is often mentioned. With this officer 
came the Exchequer Seal (e). The Counter- Roll or Duplicate of 

fo)Madox,131. C*)Id.l33. (c) Id. (J) Id, 580. 

(.) H i» to be obwrved, hnwever, ihnt in the Dialogue, Book I-,cli, ili., i.i dpsctibing 

Hw Receipt of the EichE^uer, it ii Hated Diat the Cletk of Ihe Troasuiet wtu tlieie vnlti 
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the Pipe Roll, which was anciently made up for the King's 
Chancellor as a check upon tlie Treasurer, as already stated, 
was continued after the appointment of a Chancellor of tlie 
Exchequer, and became his Roll, and was called the Chan- 
cellor's Roll until it ceased to be made up in consequence of 
the abolition of the Pipe Office. It is true that there was a 
Comptroller of the Pipe, who had the immediate custody of the 
Duplicate of the Pipe, It does not appear how early there was 
an officer called Comptroller, but John de Kerman was appointed 
to that office in 5 Edw. III. (a); the Comptroller, however, was 
but the officer or clerk of the Chancellor of the Exchequer (fi), 
like as the Clerk of the Pipe was the Clerk of the Lord Trea- 
surer. On this point Coke, in his 4tli Inst., p. 106, says, " (he 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is the Comptroller of the Pipe." 

The High Justicier's power gradually decayed during the 
reign of Hen. Ill,, though he stiU presided at the Exchequer ; 
but the office ceased probably after that reign. As his power 
declined, that of the Lord Treasurer increased, and the affairs 
of the Exchequer, after the office of HighJusticier ceased, were 
guided and ordered by the Treasurer and Barons ; to these 
may be added the King's Council ; among the latter ive still 
find the King's Chancellor, who appears, about the reign of 
Edw. I., to have gradually acquired the title of Chancellor of 
England. In 9, 10, and 25 Edw. I. he was styled the King's 
Chancellor ; in 26 Edw. I. he was called the C/umcellor of Eng- 
land; but in the next year he was styled the King's Chancellor, 
after which he was generally (though not without exception) 
styled Chancellor of England. He sat also in the Exchequer 
in the reign of Edw. II. ; so did also the Justices of both Benches. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer does not appear to be ex- 
pressly mentioned as sitting at the Exchequer immediately after 
his first appointment; he is noticed, however, in the records of 
I Edw. II. as sitting with the Treasurer, the Chancellor of 
England, and others of the King's Council. 

Besides the two Terms of Kaster and Michaelmas, when 
the Process that issued was returnable, the Exchequer was also 
holden during the other two Law Terms, Hilary and Trinity. 
Sometimes also the Treasurer and Barons sat, as occasion re- 
quired, at other times, and sometimes on Sundays. In 26 
Edw. I. the Treasurer, being obliged to attend to other affairs 
with which the King had intrusted him, the King, by Writ of 
Privy Seal, ordered the Chancellor and Barons to continue 
sitting (in August) lo levy moneys to his use, to receive the 
Accounts, and to dispatch the other business there in the best 
manner they could (c). 

The rising of the Court was termed the day of Liberate. In 

(a) Preface lo Joum'i Index l» Lhe Otigiriilk. (i) Vernon, 36. 
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5 Etlw. II., the King commanded the Treasurer's Lieutenant, 
the Barons, and Chamberlains, to certify him in what state the 
Keceipt of the Exchequer would be at their liberate, now at 
their rising (a). 

The Exchequer of the Jews was connected, or formed part of 
this Court. A considerable revenue was drawn from the Jews 
by Tallages, Fines relating to Law Proceedings, Amerciaments 
imposed upon them for Misdemeanors, and by Fines, Ransoms, 
and Compositions, which they were forced to pay for having 
the King's Benevolence, for Protection, Licence to Trade, &c. 
I'he King would Tallage the whole community of them at plea- 
sure, and make them answer the Tallages for one another ; and 
if they did not keep their days of payment, they were charged 
with great Fines or Compositions. As the Jews fleeced the 
King's subjects, so the King Heeced them (ft). 

The Receipt or place appointed for the management of this 
Revenue was called Scaccarium Judaeorum, or Judaismi ; it 
was a part or member of the Great Exchequer, and they had 
there Rolls or Records wherein the Writs and Proceedings were 
entered, and Summonses issued out from the Exchequer of the 
Jews, like those out of the Great Exchequer (c). 

There were certain persons who were assigned to be Curators 
of this Revenue, usually styled CWodas and Justiciarii JudfBorum : 
in the more ancient times they were Christians and Jews, ap- 
pointed to act together ; afterwards they were mostly Christians. 
These Justices exercised jurisdiction in the affairs of the Jews, 
viz., in the Accounts of that Revenue, in Pleas upon Contracts 
made with the Jews, in Causes touching their Lands, Tallages, 
Fines, &c. (rf)- 

The Jewish Deeds or Charters, like others, were called Chartoi 
and Chirograplia, some of them were called Starra (Stars), a 
name of Hebraical original (e). 

When the Jews made any Charter or Contract, one part of 
it was laid up in a public chest, called the Chest of the Chiro- 
graphs, or of the Chirographers ; this part of the Chirograph 
was called Pes Chirographi. The Chirographers were anciently 
Christians and Jews acting together, and were placed in those 
towns where there were a considerable number of Jews, as at 
Lincoln, Oxford, London, &c. One part of these Chirographs 
was wont to be placed in the chest of the Chirographers of the 
place where it were made, and afterwards (in case the King 
seized the Chattels of the Je«s as forfeited) brought into the 
Exchequer, and there laid up;>ro commodo Regis (f). 

Although the Exchequer of the Jews was distinct for some 

Id. 137. (d) 111. isa. 




purposes, yet both that Exchequer and the Acts and Proceefling^B 
oi' the Justices and Chirographers were subject to the control 
and authority of the Chief Justicier, and the Treasurer and 
Barons of the Exchequer fa). 

Aboutthe year 1290 (18Edw. I.) the Kovenue of Judaism 
ceased, the Jews having about that time been expelled out of 
England (b). 

The Treasurer and Barons were the Sovereign Auditors of 
the Kingdom (c), and in early times Accounts of some part of 
the Revenue were usually audited by some of the Justices or 
Barons, or by Clerks or Persona assigned kac vice for that pur- 
pose. The Sheriff certainly in early times passed their Accounts 
before the Treasurer and Barons, and subsequently before the 
Clerk of the Pipe (d). 

The 9th Edw. II. appears to be the earliest mention of Au- 
ditors bearing a distinctive title. When Auditors of Foreign 
Accounts were appointed, Richard de Luda was admitted one 
of the Clerks lately deputed to audit the Foreign Accounts in 
the Exchequer: it would seem by the expression lately, thaX 
they were otKcers lately introduced (c). In the I5th Edw. II, 
mention is made in the records of the Auditors of Accounts of 
Bailiffs and Ministers (/). It is probable th:it this had reference 
to the Auditors of Foreign Accounts, for it will he presently 
seen that the Foreign Auditors audited the Accounts of 
Bailiffs and Ministers. 

When in the reigns of Hen.' VII. and VIII. considerable 
deviation began to be made from the regular course of the Ex- 
chequer, and other Auditors were appointed, express mention 
is made of the Foreign Auditors, but no mention is made of any 
other Auditors, it is to be presumed, therefore, that there were 
no other Auditors at that time bearing a distinctive name, and 
these were what were termed the Auditors of the Exc/iequer. 

We proceed now to show the origin of new Auditors, and 
other great deviations from the regular course of the Exchequer, 
The erection of the Courts of General Surveyors, and of the 
Augmentation, &c. 

Slat. 3 Hen. VXII. c. 23 (15U-l'i), sets forth that divers of 
the late King's Chamberlains of Wales and other Receivers, 
Bailiffs, Feodaries, Reves, Farmers, Fee-farmers, and other 
occupiers of the King's Honors, Castles, Lordships, Manors, 

(a) Madoi, 169. (Hid. 177. (e) Coke'.-Ith Inst. 115. 

Ql) See Stat. 3 Geo. I. c. 15, sec 6, uiii a memoratiilum iu a iclieduic of the taniB 
Stat., p. 457. 

(() We fltid mention or Auditor) in the printed Prir; Council Procwdbga, vol. ii., 
289, 319, vit,— In 7 Henry V.(UI91 Richard and Rog« AppulWr were re-appointed 
Auditors of Cornwall. In 9 Henry V. (142:i) n warrant was liireotwl to the Audifors of 
Nottli Wales not (o make anv allowaocei to any KutifiJi, Esclieators, kc, but oi befoie 
liieRebellion iu Wules. ' (/) Mudoi, 729-/31. 
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Lands, Tenements, and other Hereditaments, as well in Eng- 
land and Wales as in Calais and the Marches thereof, in the 
King's possession, as well by ancient inheritance of the Crown 
as by rebellion or forfeiture, or by reason of the nonage of his 
wards, or by purchase, or royal prerof;;ative, accounted by 
word of mouth before Sir Reginal Bray, Sir Robert Southwell, 
and others, whom King Henry VII. at divers times appointed 
for the more speedy payment of his revenues, and the accounts 
of the same to be more speedily taken than could have been 
after the course of the Exchequer; and that, divers sums of 
money were paid after the determination of the said Accounts 
to the hands of the King in his chamber, or to some other 
person to his use, of which there were bills or books signed 
with the Sign Manual or the hands of his trusty servant John 
Heron, but which were no discharge to the accountants in the 
Exchequer, Sec. And that the present King {Hen. VIIL). 
minding to continue the said course of accounting by sufficient 
and lawful authority, did by Letters Patent of 6 February, 
2 Henry VIIL, appoint Sir R. Southwell and B. Westby (one 
of the Barons of the Exchequer) his special commission to 
survey and approve his lands and possessions, and gave other 
authority named in the Commission, as also by Privy Seals 
dated 30 June, 2 Hen. VIIL, and 31 October, 3 Hen. VIIL, 
directed to the Treasurer and Barone of the Exchequer ; and 
the Act names the said Southwell and Weatby General Sur- 
veyors and Approvers of the King's Lands, &c., and gives 
tiiem further powers to call the Accountants before them to 
accompt in the Prince's Chamber, at Westminster, which before 
was obliged to be done by process out of the Exchequer ; and 
the Act was to extend to certain other lands, &c., which before 
had been appointed to be surveyed and comptrolled by the 
Bishops of Carhsle and Chichester, the said Bray, Southwell, 
and Woatby, and others ; and the accounts were directed to be 
ingrossed, and filed up in the Pipe, and the vouchers to be 
cancelled and made frustrate; the said Surveyors were em- 

fowered to appoint persons to make wood sales ; and the 
,ing was empowered to appoint two of his Council to audit tlie 
accounts of the said Southwell, who was answerable for certain 
matters named in the said Commission, which being ingrossed, 
was to be delivered into the Exchequer to be filed up in the Pipe. 
And John Heron was appointed to be Treasurer of the King's 
Chamber, to be answerable to the King, and not to the 
Exchequer. The Act was not to annul the Patents of the 
Foreign Auditors, but their accounts were to be controlled by the 
said Surveyors ; nor to annul the Patents of any Surveyors or 
Approvers of any lands, &c. The said Surveyors were em- 
powered to oversee and control the accounts of the Auditors 



and General Receivers of Ihe Duchy of Cornwall. The Act 
was made offeree to the Feast of St. Andrew next. 

Stat. 4 Hen. VIII. c. 18 (1512). continued the above course, 
and certain other clauses were added ; and also a Schedule of 
the lands and other revenues which were put under the survey 
of the said Surveyors. By the above-mentioned additional 
clauses, it appears that accounts had for a long time been 
passed by Auditors appointed by Hen. VII., who were dead, 
and their accounts lost ; and provision was made for the 
acquittance of the accomptants. 

Slat. 6 Hen. VIII. c. 24 (1514-15), continued the same 
course of accounting as the above ; and directed certain 
persons to be appointed executors of the Act to be called 
" The King's General Surveyors," to be named in a Commission, 
to take account of all things contained in a Schedule annexed to 
the said Act ; and which Surveyors were declared to be Chief 
Auditors, and to have pre-eminence above all other Auditors; 
and the Accountants were directed to account before the said 
Surveyors, or the Foreign Auditors appointed or to be ap- 
pointed ; and the Act was not to be prejudicial to the Foreign 
Auditors for the time being, who were to receive their wages, 
&c., the same as before the passing of the said Act, and who 
were directed to take all Ministers' Accounts, that is to say, 
Fcodarics, Bailiffs, Reeves, Heywards, Uedylls. and all other 
Ministers, as they might have done before the passing of the said 
Act, saving only that the said General Surveyors or Chief 
Auditors to have authority from time to time to control, reform, 
and order all the accounts of the said Foreign Auditors. 
Sect. 9 provided that all the accounts were to be ingrossed on 
parchment by the Auditors thereunto to be appointed, and 
signed by the said Surveyors, or two of them, and to be 
delivered into the Exchequer, with all such tallies as should be 
allowed upon the said accounts, which the Barons of the 
Exchequer were directed to receive, and to cause the Chamber- 
lains to join with their foils ; and to cause the said accounts 
to be taken to the office of the Treasurer's Remembrancer and 
filed up in the Pipe, there to remain of record for discharge of 
the Accountants. By Sect. 15 and 28, the Accounts of the 
Auditors and Receivers of the Duchy of Lancaster were sub- 
jected to the control of the said General Surveyors. Sect. 17 
directed Receivers, Bailiffs, &c., to account yearly before the 
Auditor or Auditors appointed or to be appointed ; and to pay 
to the King or the Treasurer of his Chamber all arrears due 
upon their accompts. Sect. 18 directed all Foreign Auditors 
made by Hen. VII. or Hen. VIII., or to be made, to take and 
receive the Accounts of all and singular Ministers accountants 
within the authority of their office. Sect. 19 appointed John 
Heron to be Treasurer of the King's Chamber, to be account- 



12 TUE EXCHEQUER. 

able to the King only. Sect. '20 directed that the Receipt of 
the Treasurer to any person paying money into his hands, to 
be a discharge in the Exchequer. Sect. 21 gave power to ihe 
said General Surveyors to let Crown Lands for 'il years ; and 
their Bills of Lease to be immediate warrant to the Lord 
Chancellor to make out Letters Patent for the same. By 
Sect. 29, provision was made that the Act was not to extend to 
the office of Sir Richard Cholmeley, who by Hen. VII, was 
appointed Surveyor General of certain castles, honors, lordships, 
&c., in Yorkshire. And Sect. 30 directed that the Act was 
not to annul any office of Surveyor or Approver which any 
person held by Letters Patent or other Grant. 

By the Schedule it appears that there were at least ^^2 
Receivers, of which 5 were called General Receivers, and the 
2 Chamberlains for North and South Wales, and the Cham- 
berlain of Chester and Flint, and other farmers and officers 
were made accountable to the said General Surveyors. 

Stat. 7 Hen. VIII. c. 7, repealed the above Act, and ap- 
pointed like officers, and made similar provisions. The Schedule 
mentions the like number of Receivers and General Kecoivers 
and Chamberlains. Besides the revenue of Lands, certain 
new Customs of Wine were directed to be accounted for before 
the said General Surveyors. 

Stat. 14 and lo Hen. VIII. c. la. continued the above. 

Stat. 27 Hen. VIII. c. G2, made the above perpetual, but 
directed that the Surveyors General were not to grant Leases 
in reversion, except by aiitliority of the King's warrant. 

Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. c, 39 (Kquity Clause, see sect. 38); the 
said Act, after reciting the before- mentioned Acts relating to 
General Surveyors, sets forth that the officers appointed for the 
ordering, surveying, letling,&c., the Crown Lands, should not 
have any need of the authority and power of any other Court 
or Jurisdiction, and thereupon erected a Court called " T/ie 
Court of (he General Surveyors of the Kilty's Lands," to be a 
Court of Record, and to have one Privy Seal, to be in the 
keeping of the Surveyor first named in the King's Letters 
Patent, and in his absence to be left to the next officer, and in 
his absence to the third. The Act then proceeds to name the 
officers to be appointed by the King, viz. : — 

J, The King's Surveyors of the King's Lands, and the 
persons so appointed to be esteemed one entire 
officer, and Princijial of the said Court. 

2. The Treasurer of the King's Chamber to be always 

'I'reasurcr of the said Court. 

3. The King's Attorney. 

4. Master of Woods. 

5. Auditors. 

6. Receivers. 
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7. Clerk. 

8. Usher. 

9. Messenger. 

The following is a summary of the chief clauses in the above 
5tat. 33 Hen. VIII. c. 39:— 

s. 4. recites what lands, forests, parks, chaces, warrens, woods, 
&c., should be under the survey of the said Court. 

8. 5. Court empowered to summon Accountants, &c., to levy 
rents, imprison and bail Accountants, and to acquit them. 

s. 6. Court empowered to grant leases upon certain Warrants 
— Leases inroUed. 

s. 7. Clerk to enter appearances and proceeding of Court. 

s. 8. Court empowered to take recognizances — to issue pro- 
cess — imprisonment. 

s. 9. Attendance of officers. 

s. 10. Receipt of Rents and Survey of Repairs. 

s. 11. Receivers to pay Rents to Treasurer. 

s. 12. Auditors to take the Accounts of Bailiffs yearly. 

s. 13. Receivers to Account to Auditors yearly. 

s. 14. Auditors to meet when ordered by the Court. 

s. 15. Accounts to be ingrossed and yearly delivered into 
the Court by the Auditors. 

8. 16. Treasurer to accompt yearly before the Court. 
8. 17. Clerk of Petty Bag to transmit to said Court all 
Inquests on Attainders, &c. 

s. 18. Master of the Woods to make Surveys of the Forests, 
Chaces, &c., within the Survey of the said Court. 

8. 1 9. Produce of Woods to be paid to Treasurer. 

s. 20. No Timber to be used for repairs but by order of the 
Master of the Woods. 

s. 21. Yearly account of the Master of the Woods. 

s. 23. Proviso — that this Act not to be prejudicial to the 
Justices^ AVardens, Stewards, Lieutenants, or Clerks of the 
Swannymotes of any Forests, Parks, or Chaces. 

s. 24. Master of Woods to pay fees of officers of the Forests, 
&c., of the King's ancient Inheritance. 

8. 25. Master of Woods to provide for repairs of fences. 

s. 26. Master of Woods not to make any wood sale within 
the parks, chaces, and forests aforesaid, without the assent of 
the Justices of the Forests. 

s. 27. No processes out of the Exchequer against any person 
within the limit of this Act. 

s. 28. The General Surveyors and Treasurer to make a 
yearly report. 

s. 29. Proviso for Lands within the Duchy of Lancaster. 

s. 30. Stat. 14 & 15 Hen. VIII. c. 15, and Stat. 27 Hen. 
VIII. c. 62, repealed. 

8. 31. Proviso for existing Grants. 
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B. 32. Proviso for Lands under Court of Augmentations not 
to be under the Survey of the above Court. 

8. 33. Proviso for existing officers. 

s. 34. Confirmation of 27 Hen. VIII. c. 27, erecting the 
Court of Augmentations. 

s. 35. Purchase of Lands not paid for, to be paid by Treasurer. 

B. 36. Bonds, &c., made to certain persons for the King's 
use, &c. . 

s. 37. Suits for the King's Debts to be in the Court of 
Exchequer, or other Courts where due — Process — Power of 
said Courts to determine suits (except Criminal Cases and 
Estates Freehold). 

s. 1:8. As to certain titles to lands, the Court of Augmen- 
tation to decide claims, &c. — Equity Clause. 

s. 39. Courts empowered to fine Sheriffs for contempts, 
negligences, &c., towards the Court of Augmentations and 
the Court of General Surveyors. 

8. 45, 46, As to giving receipts for payments, &c. 

s. 4S. Auditors of the Courts of Augmentations and Sur- 
veyors to give notice of Audit within their several limits, &c. 

The first Court of Augmentations erected by Stat. 27 Hen. 
Vin., c. 27, for the management of the Revenues belonging 
to the Dissolved Monastericg, &c., nnd the above Court of 
General Surveyors, were dissolved by Letters Patent 38 Hen. 
VIII. (a) ; and a doubt having arisen whether Letters Patent 
could dissolve the said Courts, the dissolution was confirmed 
by Stat. 7 Edw. VI. c. 2. And the same Patent erected another 
Court, called the Court of the Augmentations and Revenues of 
the Crown, to be a Court of Record and to have a Great and 
a Privy Seal; and directed the revenues, issues, and profits of 
the King's honors, castles, seigniories, manors, lands, tene- 
ments, &c., heretofore in the survey of the said abolished 
Courts of Surveyors and of the Augmentations, to be in the 
survey of the said new Court of the Augmentations, and also 
all honors, castles, seigniories, manors, lands, &c., within 
England, Wales, Calais, and fhe marches thereof, which might 
thereafter come to the King by any Act of Parliament, or by 
Gift, Grant, Surrender, Bargain, or Sale, or by Forfeiture, or 
Attainder, or by Escheat, There is a Proviso that such honors, 
&c., as were in the Survey of the Exchequer or Duchy of 
Lancaster were to continue in the same. And the following 
officers of the Court of Augmentations, &c., were directed to be 
appointed by the King by the said Patent : — 

1, A Chancellor, to have the care of the Great and Privy 
Seals, — directed to be the first officer of the said Court. 



(a) RoL Pal. 38 Hen. VIII. Jan.) p»tl 5,ni. 45 (IS). 
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2. Two Oeneral Surveyors — to be the second officer. 

3. A Treasurer — to be the third officer. 

4. Two Masters of the Woods of the said Court — one to 

be Master of the Woods on this side Trent — and 
one on the other side of Trent. These to be the 
fourth officer. 

5. The King's Attorney of said Court — to be the fifth 

officer. 

6. The King's Solicitor of said Court — to be the sixth 

officer. 

7. Two Surveyors — two called Surveyors of the Woods 

of the said Court— one for this side of Trent — and 
one for the other side. 

8. A Clerk of said Court. 

9. Ten persons — to be called Auditors of the Revenues 

the same Court. 

10. Two persons — to be called Auditors of the Prests and 

Foreign Accompts of the said Court. 

11. Eleven persons — to be called Receivers of the Re- 

venues of the said Court. 

12. Stewards in every county of the Manor Courts, as 

many as then were, or thereafter to be named. 

1 3. A particular Surveyor of Lands to be in every county. 

14. A Woodward to be in every county. 

15. A Record Keeper. 

16. An Usher. 

17. A Messenger. 

The oaths to be taken by the officers are set forth in the 
Patent. 

By authority of Stat. 1 Mary, Sess. 2, c. 10, the Court of 
Augmentations was abolished, and the business annexed to the 
Exchequer by two separate Letters Patent, 1 Mary, 23rd 
and 24th Jan. 1553-4 ; the latter of which, annexing the business 
and records to the Court of Exchequer, contains a schedule of 
direction as to the management thereof, consisting of 37 articles, 
as follow : — 

First. — ^AU honors, manors, lands, &c., in the Survey and 
Order of the Augmentations, and arrears were directed to be 
levied henceforth by the Sheriff of the Counties where the 
lands, &c. lie ; or by any other person appointed by the Lord 
Treasurer and the Court, and to pay the revenue thereof at the 
receipt of the Exchequer, in manner hereafter declared. 

2. Item. — The revenues in Wales to be yearly received and 
gathered by the Chamberlain there, or by any other person 
appointed by the Lord Treasurer and the Court ; and to pay 
the same into the receipt aforesaid, and to enter into recog- 
nizance for the payment thereof, at the discretion of the Court. 
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3. Item. — The Sheriffa ov other Accountants to have a taiie 
(tally) of Reward yeailj-, according to the rate of their several 
charges, if thought fit by the Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, 
Chamberlains, and Barons, or three of them, whereof the Lord 
Treasurer to be one, 

4. Item. — Every Sheriff of England or other Accountant 
to be charged with tho revenues aforesaid, in his accounts 
from Michaelmas to Michaelmas, according to the ancient laws 
and customs of the Exchequer. 

5. Item. — All sums as shall be due at the Feasts of the birth 
of our I-ord, of the Annunciation, or at the Feast of Easter, 
with the averages upon all former Accounts, to he charged 
to the said Sheriffs or other Accountants in their Views, and 
theVicw to be made before the Feast of the Ascension yearly, 
and all such sums found duo to be paid before the Feast 
of Pentecost next ensuing; and those vents payable at Pen- 
tecost to be paid before the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
next following. 

C. Item. — Ifany farmer or other accountant or debtor pay any 
sum at the Receipt, before the making of the View, the said 
accountant to be discharged by the payment thereof being 
of record, without any further charge in the View of the 
account, 

7. Item. — All sums due for the said revenues at thq Feast of 
Michaelmas and St. Martin, with the averages, to be paid at 
the Receipt of the Exchequer, by said Sheriffs or other Re- 
ceivers or Accountants, that is to say, as much as shall be due 
at Michaelmas, before the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord; 
and as much as shall be due at St. Martin, to be paid into the 
Receipt before 20 February nest ensuing, or otherwise to make 
declaration unto the Court of Exchequer of the payment thereof 
by virtue of sufficient warrant. 

8- Item. — Sheriff, &c., to appear to his account in his own 
person, or by sufficient deputy, authorized in writing under his 
hand and seal, in Hilary Term, and there lo take the oalh 
according to the ancient usage of the said Exchequer ; and the 
same warrant, in writing, to be delivered into the Lord Trea- 
surer's Remembrancer's Office, and there to be filed and entered 
of record without fee 

9. Item. — The Sheriff, &c., or his lawful deputy after ap- 
pearance to make their account in Hilary Term, to make and 
finish the same before 'i4th February next ensuing ; ami the 
Auditor taking the said account shall deliver the same account 
ingrosBed in parchment, authorized and allowed by the hands 
subscribed of the Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, Under Treasurer, 
and Barons of the Exchequer, or by three of them, whereof the 
Lord Treasurer or Vice Treasurer to he one, and with 1 he hand 
of the said Auditor also subscribed, into the office of the Pipe. 
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within the said Court of Exchequer, before the 20th March 
next ensuing, for further process thereupon to be made if 
required, 

10. /('em.— The Lord Treasurer, &c., to call such persons as 
it shall please thorn, for their assistance at the Declaration of 
the said accounts, or any Officer or Auditor of the same Court 
as to them shall seem meet, for better passing the said 
accounts. 

11. Jfem. — Accountants not coming to determine their ac- 
counts, their goods, &c., to be seized. 

12. Item. — All Fieri Facias Attachments and Writs of Dia- 
Iress for debts and accounts to be made by the Treasurer's 
Remembrancer, according to the ancient course of the Ex- 
chequer, 

13. Item. — All Letters Patent of any Lands, Manors, &c,, to 
be inrolled in such offices of the said Exchequer as by the 
discretion of the Lord Treasurer and the Court shall be 
appointed. 

14. /dem.— All Recognizances for payment of any farm or 
debt, &c,, to be inrolled in the Queen's Remembrancer's Office, 
and to be taken in the open Court when the Term is open ; and 
if the Term be not open, then by the Chief Baron, and in his 
absence, by any other of the Barons, and by fbrceof a Dedimus 
potestatem, if necessity require, taking for every such recogni- 
zance taken out of the Court, 6j, fid., whatsoever number of 

i>erBDns be bound in the same ; the said Remembrancer's fee 
or entry of such recognizance under 40/,, 2y, ; and for every 
recognizance of 40/. and upwards, 'is. 4(/. 

!5, Item. — Sheriffs to pay all sums due to diff'erent persons 
fur annuities, fees, pensions, corrodies, &c, 

16. Item. — The farmers, &c,, to be bound by recognizances 
to perform the covenants in their leases, in such form as the 
Court shall order. 

17. Item. — All warrants for Leases to pass by the Lord 
Treasurer; and if the yearly rent of the lands to be let shall 
be above the sum of 40s, by the year, then the same lease to 
pass under the Great Seal of England. And if the rent re- 
served be above the value of 6^. 13.?, 4//., then every such lease 
to pay the fees of the Signet and Frivy Seal, as heretofore in 
like case hath been accustomed. And if the land to be let pass 
not the yearly rent of 40«., then the lease to pass the Seal of the 
Court of Exchequer, paying 6s. Hd. to the Queen's use, 3,i'. Ad. 
to the Chancellor of the said Court, and %d. to one appointed 
to attend the seal^ for his attendance and wax. And the said 
leases under the value of 40a, to be always made by the Clerk 
of the Pipe, and filed together every year by themselves, and 
thereto be inrolled within thesameoffice, as the said Clerk of the 
Pipe may report the indentures for the more surety of the 
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i eliall be ordered by the 



parties, taking for the inrolmeiit i 
Court. 

18. Item. — The said Lord Treasurer not to have any 
authority to make any lease in reversion of any part or parcel 
of the premises, or of any woods, or of any manor in gross, 
for the term of years, without the Queen's special warrant 
to him directed; and the warrant to be made by the Lord 
Treasurer to the Lord Chancellor of England, in form afore- 
said. 

19. Item. — The Lord Treasurer, taking to him the advice of 
the Chancellor, Under Treasurer, and Chief Baron, or two of 
them, shall have authority to assess fines lor any lease of any 
part or parcel of the premises to be made by the said Lord 
Treasurer, in form aforesaid. 

20. Item. — The Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, Chamberlains, 
Under Treasurer, and Barons, or three of them, whereof the 
Lord Treasurer to be one, and in his absence the Under Trea- 
surer, shall have lull power and authority to give allowance, as 
well to the farmers and accountants, for the yearly reparations 
and other allowances, as also to every person ana persons 
hereafter to be appointed, or the more part of them, for 
doing and executing of any process, &c. 

21. Item. — All the records of said Court of Augmentations 
that doth concern execution of any process for inquisition, 
recognizances, obligations, and all records of Books of Orders 
and Decrees concerning the premises, shall remain in the 
charge of the Queen's Remembrancer, in such place or places as 
by the Lord Treasurer and the Court shall be from time to 
time appointed. 

22. Item. — That all Commissioners for Wood Sales and 
Commissions for the Survey of any part or parcel of the pre- 
mises, shall be made hereafter by the Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer of the Exchequer. 

23. Item. — All the Records and Books of tlie said Court 
of Augmentations, of the Inrolment of Leases, and the Counter- 
parlB and Warrants for making of the same, and all accounts 
and declarations of account that shall remain in the said Court 
concerning anything within the rule, order, and survey of the 
same, shall be and remain in the charge of the Clerk of the 
Pipe, in such place as the Lord Treasurer and the said Court 
shall appoint. 

24. Item. — That all Sealed Evidences. Rentals, Court Rolls, 
and other writings and muniments touching the said Revenues, 
shall be placed in the Treasury House to be appointed for 
that purpose by the Lord Treasurer and other the head Officers 
of that t^ourl. 

25. Item. — The Accounts of the Revenue taken every 
year, and the ingrossing in form as aforesaid, to remain in 



the charge of the Clerk of the Pipe, in such place ae shall be 
appointed by the Lord Treasurer and other the head Officers 
of the Court, among the evidences and records of the revenue 
of the land, severed from the ancient records of the Exchequer. 

26. Item. — All Stewards of Leets and Courts shall yearly 
double their court rolls in parchment, and certify one part 
thereof subscribed with their hands, and with the hand of the 
Receiver, before their Auditor, into the Court of Exchequer, 
wherein shall be contained the fines made among the cus- 
tomary tenants, the heriots, the amerciaments, and the 
wood sales, and other casualties, with a declaration of needful 
reparation presented by the homage, making thereof a 
streate (estreat) to the Sheriff of the Shire, or to such other 
Accountant as shall be appointed to the receipt thereof, that 
he may thereupon make his receipt and payment upon the 
end of his account. And that no reparation be made at 
any time, but by warrant from the Court, under three of ihe 
officers' hands, whereof the Lord Treasurer or the Under 
Treasurer to be one. The other part of the double of the 
said court rolls to remain in the Lordship where the Court 
is kept. 

11. Item. — No Wood Sales to be made without a commis- 
sion from the Lord Treasurer, and to such other of the 
Court as lie shall call to him at that time ; and in his absence 
the Under Treasurer, calling to him two of the said Court. 

28. Item. — No Steward, Bailiff, or Woodward to be ad- 
mitted except by the Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, Cham- 
berlains, Under Treasurer, and Bafbns of the Exchequer, or 
three of them at the least, whereof the Lord Treasurer or 
Under Treasurer to be one; the appointments to pass under 
the Seal of the Exchequer by the Lord Treasurer's bill signed 
and sealed under his hand, and the same bill or bills to be 
made in the office of the Pipe, there to be entered of record, 
filed and kept for the yearly allowance of the fees, waj^cs, &c. 

29. Item. — The accounts of the Hanaper, the Butlerafe, 
the Staple of Calais, and the Revenue of the counties there, 
the Prests, the Mints, the Great Wardrobe, the Customers, 
of the Ports of Chester, Berwick, &c., to be verily taken and 
engrossed by the Auditors of the Exchequer, according to 
the ancient Laws of the same Court, and as heretofore ac- 
customed before the erection of the Courts of Survey and 
Augmentations. 

30. Item. — Where in time past there have been continually 
s\.f. Auditors in the Court of Exchequer, whereof at this 
day and of long time have remained but five, having 10/. every 
one by the year for his fee ; it is now ordered that there shall 
be seven, to have yearly 20A for hia or their fees ; and 
every of the said Auditors to be personally resident upon 
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iheir offices to execute the same, unless licensed by the Trea- 
surer, &c. (a). 

31. Item.- — Every Teller of the Receipt to be in attendance 
and not by Deputy. 

32. Item. — The Lord Treasurer and Court of Exchequer to 
have full power from time to time to amend, refovm^ &c., any 
clause or article aforesaid ; and to make further order, &c. 

33. Item. — All rents and services reserved to be answered in 
the Court of Exchequer, and paid in the Receipt ; and bke- 
wise all debts, arrearages of accounts, acid other duties and 
sums which have been answerable in the Augmentation, to be 
answerable in the Exchequer, and paid in the Receipt. 

34. Hem. — To call into the said Court of Exchequer all per- 
sons accountable in such manner as they ought to have been 
called into the said Court of Augmentations. 

35. Item. — That all records late being in the said Courts dis- 
solved, and belonging to the same Court, shall be records in 
the Court of Exchequer. 

36. Item.—A. ledger to be made of all specialties brought 
into the said Court. 

37. Item. — Letters Patent, Grants, Leases, and other Assu- 
rances made by the said late Courts dissolved, to be of the 
same force and effect as they were in the said Courts dissolved. 

It will be seen by the first article in the above Schedule, that 
the Revenue of all Honors, Manors, Lands, &c.. in the Survey 
of the Augmentation, was to be levied for the future by the 
Sheriffs of the Counties where the lands were, or by any other 
person appointed by the Lord Treasurer and the Court, and 
the Revenues thereof paid into the Receipt of the Exchequer. 
It might be supposed, therefore, that the ancient mode of col- 
lecting the Revenues through the Sheriff, and charging and 
discharging him in the Pipe Roll was restored, but this does 
not appear to be the fact, for the Land Revenue was continued 
in the same course of collection, and the Ministers' accounts 
were continued as before the dissolution of the Court of Aug- 
mentation ; but the revenue, instead of being paid to aTreasurcr, 
was paid into the Receipt of the Exchequer, or otherwise dis- 
posed of by sufficient warrant, the rents being in charge before 
the Auditors as distinct from those rents collected by the Sheriff, 
which were in charge on the Pipe Roll. It appears to have 
been intended to keep these accounts distinct from the ancient 
Records of the Exchequer (See sect. 25 of the "Articles of 
Annexation," p. 18), 



M Bj Lfllten Palait, 2 Elii,. 30 July, bii eighth Auditor wu ap[iuuile<l. Set 
AuUilur.' Hal. Boot tHeceipt side), No. 9, p. 36. B.it Ibii Uses not appear to have 
coiitiiiufH. Thfiie were only levfn Auditors in 26 Klii. See Pell. Pat. Bovk, No. 1, 
P(j. 213—245, 
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For an account of the Land Revenue, see under the head 
'■ Eevenue," p. 32. 

Court of First Fruits. 

The First Fruits were given to Hen. VIII. by stat. 26 
Hen. VIII, c. 3, and for the management thereof a Court 
was erected by stat. Z'2 Hen. VIII. c. 45, which was abolished 
by Queen Mary by stat. 2 and 3 Phil, and Mary, c. 4. First 
Fruits were revived by stat. 1 Eiiz. c. 4, under the Survey of 
the Exchequer. At length the stat. 1 Vict. c. 20, abolished 
the office of First Fruits, and placed the collection of the 
Revenue under the management of the Governors, &c., of 
Queen Anne's Bounty, to whom the Records were ddivered ; 
but by stat. 1 and 2 Vict. c. 94, the Records were directed to 
be placed under the direction of the Master of the Rolls in the 
Public Record Office, where they remain. 



About the reign of Eliz. the Lord Treasurer's other aroca- 
tions greaUy increased, and gradually began to withdraw him 
from the Exchequer (where he was in the habit of giving 
directions viva voce for carrying into execution the Writs of the 
Sovereign addressed to the Treasurer and Chamberlains for 
anjthiug to be done on the Iteceipt Side, and to the Treasurer 
and Bai-ons for the A(^60Unt Side). The Treasurer in hie 
absence from the Exchequer, in order to carry the Sovereign's 
orders into execution, gave directions in writing; hence gra- 
dually arose a new system of conducting the business. It is 
probable that Lord Burleigh was the first Treasurer who used 
a Secretary to notify his directions to the Oftieers of the 
Receipt, 

The office of Lord Treasurer was put in commission for the 
first time on IGth June, 1612, upon the death of the Earl of 
Salisbury [a). This required the adoption of written docu- 
ments for the satisfaction of the officers of the Receipt of the 
Exchequer, who could not take verbal orders from a plurality 
of persona. Thus arose the practice of Treasury Warrants, 
and thus was the ground-work laid for the present Department 
of the Treasury (ft). 

We have evidences, however, among the Records of the 
Receipt, that the Lord Treasurer and Under Treasurer per- 
sonally transacted business at the Receipt, and signed papers 
there up to the time of the removal of the Exchequer to 
Oxford by order of Car. I. in February 1643 (c). 

Ca)Wefiad that the Secietoriet of State were Commiisionen in tbe eoily Treuuiy 
CammlHiona. 

(b) Mr. Black's Report un tl,e Treomry Recooli. 

(r) See diver* Orden, &c., BUicng tbe Records of tile Receipt uf Ibc Bxohrquu,siid 
nifntioneil in Mr. Blank's lUpoO abuve msrilioiied. 
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During; the Commonwealth (a) the Exchequer business nas 
managed by Committees of Revenue till Cromwell became 
Protector, when, in 1654, he re-established the Exchequer and 
put the Treasury in Commission, viz., on 3rd August, 1654, 
when the Commissioners of the Great Seal, the Chief Justices, 
and three others were appointed Commissioners (fi). 

Charles II., at the Restoration, also put the Treasury in 
Commission on the 19th June, 1660 (12 Car. II.) (c). The 
new Board sat in a place called the Cockpit, which was assigned 
to them for their Chambers of business, whence they issued 
their warrants, orders, references, and directions, and from that 
time forward it does not appear that the Treasurer executed 
his offire personally in the Exchequer. 

By the Union of Scotland in 1707, the Lord High Treasurer 
of England became Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain. 
The Union took effect 1 May 1707, but the Court of Ex- 
chequer of Scotland remained as it was until I May 1708, 
when a new Court was erected by slat. 6 Anne, c. 53- Sect. 21 
reserves the power of regulating the Revenue officers of Scot- 
land to the Lord Treasurer ((/). 

By Stat. 22 Geo. III. c. 82 (I782J, the office of Treasurer of 
the Chamber was abolished, also the Chief officers of the 
Great Wardrobe and Jewel Office, Cofferer of the Household, 
Paymaster of Pensions, &c. 

By Stat. 56 Geo. III. (1S16), the Consolidated Fund Act, the 
Lord High Treasurer (who had been accustomed to hold the 
two offices of Treasurer of England and Treasurer of Ireland) 
became Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain and Ireland. 

By Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99 (1833), most of the Ancient 
Departments on the Account Side of the Exchequer were 
abolished ; such of the ancient duties as remained were directed 
to be executed by the King's Remembrancer. The offices 
abolished were the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, and the 
officers connected therewith; the Pipe Office, Clerk of the 
Estreats, Surveyor of Greenwax, Foreign Apnoser, and Clerk 
of the Nichils. And with respect to Sheriffs, they were directed 
not to sue out any Patent or Writ of Assistance, nor to make 

(a) S« Scolwir. A«bi, 1643, &c. 

(6) Pell* Paleut Book, No. U, p. 4. (c) Id. No. 13, jip, I, 2, 

U) Jama I. inBtiluiail the iiIBm of Lord High Tpeasuret of Scotland, aiid that offiwr 
and bis depiitiej, or Lordi of ll:e Treasury, were alwnyi conjtiluent memlw™ of the 
Court of Exchequer. In IGSS, tlie Lord Tremurer wu declared Freaideut of l)>e 
KxcbeqiiBT, wtiicii, at (li« limr, camprelieaded also otber officer* of State, bnidr Ikose 
of tlie Tresturj, wLo were deuotniaalcd aamelimes " Lord Audttourei of tlie CLeqiicr,' 
and at older times, ''King's Cumpoeitures Lords Audilourea," or "CutnmisiioiietB of 
Eichequer," Tlieofflom of the Treasury, tljough comiituenl memliersof tbe Court of 
Exnhequer, ueouteil (■Kcluticely Ilie biiiiiiesa of (he Treasury De|wrtnieiit ; ami (be 
Treoiury and Excbeqiier, allbougb tbe latter was composed in partut' the iifficen of Ibe 
fomier department, were, nevertheless, entirely distinct, having separate records of their 
respectiTe pmoeedingi.— (Se> KInt Repi>rt of Couiminionus of Public Accounts, 
Ap]>endii(V.)(o Report on Exchequer, p. 172,1631.) 
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any Profevs, or tu have any day of Prefixion, or to be opposed 
or take oath before the Cursitor Baron to account, or to 
actount, or be cast out of court, according to ancient usage, 
and the like with respect to BaiiilTs of Liberties. By sect. 8 of 
the said Act, Sheriffs' accounts are directed for the future lo be 
examined and audited by the Oommissioners of Public Ac- 
counts. Hy sect. II, the Sheriffs' Bills of Cravings are to be 
settled by the Treasury. By sect. 12, the Sheriffs are relieved 
from collecting Quit and Viscontiel Rents, and the whole are 
to be considered as parcel of the Land Revenue of the Crown, 
and placed under the direction of the Commissioners of Woods 
and Forests, in like manner as the management of the other 

Fart of the Land Kevenue was given to tnem by stat. 50 Geo. 
[I. c. 65, which united the two offices of Surveyor- General of 
the Land Revenue and Surveyor- General of Woods, Forests, 
&c., and vested their functions in the said Commissioners. By 
sect. 15, the Sheriffs are directed not to receive the Pre-Fines 
and Post-Fines payable on the Alienation of Lands, which 
are directed to be received by the Receiver- General of Alien- 
ation Fines. By sect. 29, all sums of money received on account 
of Fines, Issues, &c., imposed, forfeited, &c., before Judges of 
Assize, are directed to be paid to the Sheriff of the County, 
who is to be charged therewith. 

By Stat. 5 Vict, c. 5, the Equity Jurisdiction of the Court 
of Exchequer (see stat. 33 Hen, VIII. c. 39, s. 38) was trans- 
ferred to the Court of Chancery, and several offices of the 
Queen's Remembrancer's Department, pertaining to the Equity 
Jurisdiction, were abolished. And by stat. 5 and 6 Vict, c, 86, 
several other offices in the Queen's Hemembrancer's Depart- 
ment, belonging partly to the Equity side and partly to the 
Revenue aide, were abolished, and the office of this Remem- 
brancer was regulated or remodelled, and other officers 
appointed by the Treasury under the authority of the said 
Act. 

Thus was completed the abolition of the Ancient Account 
Side of the Exchequer. 

The Ancient Account Side of the Exchequer is now repre- 
sented by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Queen's 
Remembrancer, and the Judicial part by the Barons. 

Receipt of the Exchequer. 

The Exchequer was at first a general name, signifying as 
well the place where the Revenue was supervised ana managed, 
as that where it was paid in. 

That part where the money was reposited and issued was 
usually called T/iesauTim. When a man jiaid money in, it was 
said, in Thesauro liberavit bo much, i. e., he paid so muck into the 
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Treasury. The same phrase was used when Rolls were de- 
livered in containing Dubts to be put in charee pro Beffe, or as 
Records to be reposited there, they were said to be liberati in 
Tkesauro, delivered into the Treasury or Exchequer. In process 
of time this part of the Exchequer was usually called I/iferivs 
Scaccarium, Scaccarium de Recepta, Recepta Scacearii, or Receipt 
of the Exchequer (a). 

Although the Receipt of the Exchequer was the principal 
place for paying in the King's Money, yet it was sometimes 
paid into the Camera Curitv, or Camera Regis (the King's 
Chamber), and was sometimes isxued from thence, and these 

Eayments were usually certified into the Exchequer by the 
ling's Wiit ; on (he other hand, the usual course of getting a 
payment allowed at the Account Side of the Exchequer for 
money paid into the Receipt, was by producing a Tally as a 
voucher before the Barons, and it is certain that Tallies were 
also given in the Camera Regis, for GcofiVy de Weston, in the 
reign of Edw. II., paid money there, and received TwoTalHes, 
which were afterwards lost, and he vouched the Counter- 
Tallies, which the Clerk of the Chamber produced in the Es- 
I chequer (i). We find as early as 1 Hich, I. (1189), there were 
[ clerks styled Clerici de Camera, and there was also a Treasure 
or Treasury called Thesaurus Cameree (c). 

The King's Treasure was sometimes paid into the King's 
Wardrobe in the Tower of London, and also in the New 
Temple, London {d). 

We find also several other inferior Receipts or Treasuries 
called Exchequers, established for particular purposes. There 
was an Exchequer in the Camtmm of London, 17 John, another 
at Durham, 4 Hen, III. In 25 Hen. III. an Exchequer was 
to be made in the King's Manor House at Woodstock. In 30 
Hen. III. the King gave 5^590/. towards the Fabric of West- 
minster Church, and appointed a Private Exchequer for its 
Receipt and Management, and made two persons Treasurers 
thereof. There was an Exchequer at Wolverley belonging to 
the vacant See of Winchester 43 Hen. III. In the time of 
Edw. I. there were others at Chester, Carlisle, and Berwick, 
There was also one at Caernarvon, at which the King had his 
Chamberlain and his Treasurer, and the Writs of Summons 
were used there as in the Superior Exchequer for the King's 
Debts arising in those parts. Wales was annexed to the Crown 
of England by stat. 12 Edw. I. (Stat. Wallite), and Sheriffs, 



lb) Tbe nneieuf (iracliM in Oie caw at a Tdly being tmt wm for (he Clerk of Ihe 
Bollilo ptepare a Coonat or copy of ihe flerorJ of /B/roi(w, which warn evidence in 
the Courtt of L»w, aiiJ enabled Ihs Baroiu (o isiiie their wartant for letying a new 
Tdlly.— Fir«l Hen, Cum. Pub. Ace. (on (lie Eicbequer), App. (M.) p. 37, Se.f. 
Pap. H.C. 1831, N1..3I3. 

(r) MadoK, 181, {d) Id. 183— IBJ. 



Bailiffs of Counties, &c., appointed. The Sheriff of Flint was 
directed to be obedient to the Justice of Cheater, and to answer 
for the issues of the commote of liia division, at the Exchequer 
of Chester. In this statute are full directions for holding the 
Sheriff's Court, and forms of the King's Writs to be addressed 
to the Sheriffs for various purposes. &c (a). 

In early times next after the Conquest there was very little 
specie in the realm. The Knights' Fees wero answered by 
Military Service, the Tenants of Socage Lands and Demesnes 
mostly answered by work and provisions. From the Conquest 
to Hen. I,, the Rents or Farms due to the King were rendered 
in provisions and necessaries for his Household. In the reign 
of Hen. I. the same was changed into money. In succeeding 
times the revenue was answered or paid in Gold and Silver, 
sometimes, however, in Horses, Dogs. Falcons, &c, (i). 

In times immediately after the Conquest payments were 
made at the Exchequer ad scalem and ad pensum, and in Blaitk 
Silver and money. 

The payment ad scalem was by weight, so was the payment 
ad peiisum. When money was paid by weight, and the King's 
Officers accepted 6rf. over and above each pound, or 20j. of 
silver, it was called payment ad scalem ; this kind of payment 
was very ancient. When in those early times there was but 
little of silver specie, and the arts of depraving it were not in- 
vented, it was thought sufficient that (id. advance should be 
paid to make good the weight; this Gd. was of the like nature 
of the Trebiichet used in France, that is Vantage-money, or so 
much to turn the scale (c). 

When payment was made ad pensum, or full weight, tlie 
person paying was to make good the dehciency, should it be 
more than 6(/. per 20,e. 

As money paid in by the King's Farmers might be deficient 
in fineness as well as weight, another method was made use of, 
that was, by combustion or trial by fire, melting down part of 
the money paid in, and reducing it to vessel or plate of the 
due fineness. The payment by combustion was two-fold, Real 
and Nominal; Real, when a sample was put into the furnace 
and melted; Nominal, when a twentieth part, or Is. per20s„ was 
paid and accepted in lieu of actual combustion. When the 
amount of the Farm paid in was melted down, or 1^. added to 
each 20*., the Farm was said to be Dealbated or Blanclied. As, 
suppose £100 paid into the Exchequer after the combustion, 
it was said to he £100 Blank, or without Alloy. We find 
Blann Farms in Yorkshire and Suffolk, Blanc Rents in Kent, 
Albus Servus in Dorsetshire, servos signifying anciently a Farm 
(Spelman, verbo Servus) (d). 



(.->) MaUux 



(t) Id. Iti6. 
(J) Id. )6B; Gillwil, (18, 



((■) Id. 187. 
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For the above purposes of weighing and melting there were 
at the Exchequer a Pesoiir or Weigher, and a Fusor or Melter ; 
Goldsmiths were also employed at the Exchequer (a). 

Formerly computations were made by Marcs or Half-Marcs, 
Ounces or Hali-Ounces of Gold, &c. ; and in Pounds, Marcs, 
Half-MarcB, Shillings, Pence, &c,, of Silver. The Marc of 
Gold was equivalent to £6, or six score sliiUinga of silver ; the 
Ounce of Gold was equivalent to 15s. in silver; the Pound of 
Silver by Tale was 20s. ; the Marc of Silver was \Qs. Ad., and 
the shilUng consisted of 12rf (ft). 

When any money was to be paid into the Exchequer by 
the Sheriff or other person, the proper place was at the Receipt 
or Lovxr Exchequer, at the office of the Tellers, where it was 
entered in a book ; this entry was immediately transcribed on 
a slip of parchment called a Bill or Tellers' Bill, and thrown 
down a pipe into the Tally Court, where a Tally was struck or 
levied. A Tally was a stick (generally of hazel) prepared by 
an officer called the Tally Cutter, or Cutter of the Tallies ; on 
the Tally notches were cut indicating the sum in the Teller's 
Bill, a large notch for M. or (1000/.), a smaller notch for C. or 
(100/.), a smaller still for X. or (10/..) and so on for single 
Pounds, Shillings, and Pence: tlie Clerk of the Pells entered 
the Bill with the Teller's name in order to charge him there- 
with, this is called the Pell of Receipt ; in addition to which the 
Tally writer, who was afterwards Auditor of Receipt, also 
wrote the sum on two sides of it, then it was cleft from the 
head to the shaft through the notches, one part of which was 
called a Tally, the other a Counter-Tally (or Tally and Foil) ; 
one of the parts was retained by the Chamberlains (see further 
under the head '■ Chamberlains"), the other part was given t' 
the party paying in the money, and was his discharge for that 
amount in the Exchequer of Account when joined by the 
Joiners, whose business it was to fetch away the Foils from the 
Chamberlains' Chest when parties claimed allowance on their 
Tallies, and tlie Bill was filed by the Auditor, who also 
entered the same, by which he saw what every Teller received, 
and made certificate thereof to the Lord Treasurer (c). By 
Btat. 23 Geo. III. c. S2 (1782), Tallies were directed to be 
abolished, and indented Check Receipts fo be substituted 
after the death or removal of the Chamberlains (d) ; this did 
not come into operation until 1826, upon the resignation of the 
Chamberlains (e). When the Tallies were discontinued, a 
memorandum of the Tellers' Bills, sent into the Tally Court, 

fn) Maclo», 197. (AJ IJ. 189. (c) Gilbert, 137, 138. 

(d) 111 lS3i (art*r (he sbolLfiun of tlie Ancient Eicbequer). i" »fl«mp(iiig to jet 
till of llie Tallin by buniitiu IhcDi, the titiei were overheoleil, b; vhicli tbe Huuici 
oif Paclianwnt were burnt, 16 October, 1B34. 

(0 Fint Rep. Com. of Public AceoiiuH (on (be Bxibequei) Ai^ (M.). p. 37 ; 
Sew. Paper, H. C. 1S31, No. 313. 



B made by the Clerk of the Introitus ; this memoranduui 
was called " The Bill of the Day .■"'—the Tellers' Billa were 
entered in the Record of Introitus, the total amount of which 
was made up weekly. The memorandum was sent to the 
Principal office to enable the Clerk of the Cash Book to charge 
the Tellers at the close of each day. An Account of each 
head of Revenue paid in was entered also iu tho Daily Receip. 
BooA, and the moneys received by each Teller kept distinct, 
and at the end of every week a total was made of each branch 
of Revenue, This book was sent to the principal office at the 
close of each day, from which the Clerk of the Cash Book before 
the commencement of business prepared his balances appli- 
cable to the Public Service, A General Receipt Book was also 
kept, in which was iusertod the total amount of Heveuue 
received during the week classed under heads, separating 
those of England and Scotland. 

The Bill of the Day, which was prepared on a sheet of paper 
divided into compartments, one for each Teller ; and the Daily 
and General Receipt Books, lo prevent error, were compared 
with similar accounts kept by the Auditor. 

Tlie Chequed Receipt was an exact copy of the Teller's Bill, 
prepared in Dujilicate on one piece of vellum, and signed by 
the Clerk of the Auditor's Department, The Receipt was 
then cut from i(s counterpart, and after having been examined 
with the Record of Introitus, and signed by the Clerk of the 
Certificates appointed for that purpose, was delivered to the 
person making the payment, the counterpart remaining in the 
Keccipt of the Exchequer. This Receipt, however, was not 
given unlil several days after the payment was made. The 
Clerk of the Certificates verified all accounts in which credit 
was taken for moneys paid into the Exchequer previously to 
this being allowed by the Auditors of Public Accounts, the 
Accounts being first compared with the Record, and the 
Receipts joined to their counterparts (n). 

For about a century before the abolition of tho ancient 
Exchequer, a Bank Clerk attended at the Exchequer, duly 
authorized by the Bank of England to examine and receive 
the Bank Noies. And by order of statutes 46 Geo. I II. c. 75, 
76,83, & 150 (1806), the Bank Clerks so attending were 
bound to receive cancelled Bank Notes from the Receivers 
General of Customs, Excise, Stamps, and the Post Office (all 
which Department's kept their money at the Bank of England, 
under the authority of the above Statutes, until paid into the 
Exchequer), and to give each Receiver- General credit for them 
with the Teller as for so much cash. The cancelled Bank Note 
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was a species of fiction that the money woe paid into the 
Exchequer; the real fact was that the principal branches of the 
Revenue were paid into the Bank, as well as paid by the Bank. 

The practice also prevailed for many years of receiving through 
the medium of the Bank Clerks not only those branches of 
the Revenue, but all moneys whatever paid to the Tellers on 
the Public Accounts; the general use of paper money made it 
necessary to adopt that course, in order to verify the notes (a). 

As to issuing out the King's Money, this was also done at 
the Receipt of the Exchequer (sometimes issues were made at 
the Wardrobe or other of the King's Treasuries), by way of 
Prest or Imprest, that is, money advanced to persons for 
particular purposes, who thus became Accountants, and ac- 
counted for the same at the Exchequer of Account. The 
Clerk of the Pells kept the Pell of Exitus, wherein all the 
moneys issued were entered, and by whom, and by what warrant. 
According to the usage of the olden times, the King's Treasure 
was issued by virtue of a Writ or Mandate from the King 
imdcr the Great or Privv Seal, directed sometimes to tlie 
Chief Jus ticier and Barons, but most commonly to the Treasurer 
and Chamberlains of the Receipt. This Writ was founded 
upon a Bill or Certificate from the Exchequer, or "Wardrobe, or 
upon some other matter of record. But the Writ most generally 
used for issuing the King's Money was the Liberate directed 
to the Treasurer and Chamberlains, so called from the word 
Liberate {Deliver ye) used in it ; this Writ was of two kinds, 
one a Liberate for paying a sum for a particular purpose at 
the time ; the other a Liberate Current or Dormant, for pay- 
ing from time to time in continuance or oftener than once, 
this Writ was almost superseded by the Writ of Solvatia, which 
nevertheless was indorsed (if current) Liberate (b). 

These Writs were entered on the Memorandaof the Remem- 
brancers, and put into operation by the verbal directions or 
otherwise of the Treasurer on the spot, so long as he continued 
personally to act at the Exchequer. Afterwards the Sovereign's 
Writ under the Privy Seal, addressed to the Treasurer and 
Chamberlains, was executed by the Order, or, in still later 
times, by the Warrant of the Lord Treasurer or Commis- 
siouers of the Treasury, or a Quorum, which was the Authority 
for the Auditor of the Receipt to draw an Order upon one of 
the Tellers, which Order had to be presented to the Treasurer 
or tinder-Treasurer for signature, and being returned to the 
Auditor, he directed it to one of the Tellers, which was his 
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authority fur issuing the sum. For this last Process in and 
after the time uf Car. II. the Treasarer gave an additional 

authority by what is called a Letter of Direction, describing out 
of what particular Funds the money was to be paid, &c., which 
enabled the Auditor to know what particular Teller the Order 
should be addressed to. 

Stat, S & 9 Will. III. c. 28, " An Act for the better obser- 
Talion of the course anciently used in the Receipt of tho 
Exchequer," points out the course to be observed therein, and 
implies that there had been a devnation from the ancient 
observances. These regulations were observed until the 
abolition of the ancient Exchequer, with partial modifications 
by subsequent Acts, which directed the payment of certain 
branches of Rovenuc through the Bank ofEngland, and by the 
general substitution of Bank notes, as already observed (uj. 

Stat. 57 Geo. III. c. 84 (1817), gave the Treasury the power 
to regulate the Receipt of the Exchequer in England and Ire- 
land, after the determination of the then existing interests of the 
officers, under the authority of which the officers of the Auditor 
and Clerk of the Pells in Ireland were abolished, and certain 
other arrangements made as to the Tellers in Ireland, and 
Clerk of the Pells in England. 

A Commission, issued under Royal Sign Manual, dated 2Ist 
June 1830, appointing certain Commissioners '' to inquire into 
the charges of managing and collecting the Public Revenue, 
and into the manner in which the Public Moneys were received 
into, kept in, and issued from, the Receipt of the Exchequer." 

Also, His Majesty, by another Sign Manual, dated 8th July 
1831, appointed certain other Commissioners " to inquire and 
examine into the practice of the Exchequer, with respect to tho 
Receipt and Payment of the Public Money, and the mode of 
keeping the Accounts thereof." 

These last Commissioners made their report to the Treasury 
on the 8th October, 1831, and suggested certain alterations in 
the constitution of the Court of Receipt, which were adopted 
by the Treasury, but not acted upon until 1834, when stat. 
4 Wm. IV. c. 15, passed on the 22nd of May, abolished the 
ancient constiiution of the Receipt of the K\chequer. The 
officers abolished were the Auditor, Four Tellers, ami Clerk of 
the Pells, and the subordinate officers; and the following offi- 
cers were appointed : a Comptroller-General of the Receipt and 
Issue of His Majesty's Exchequer, an Assistant Comptroller, a 
Chief Clerk, and such number of Clerks and Assistants as 
should be regulated and established from time to time by the 
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Commissioners of llie Treasury. The powers of the Auditor 
and Clerk of the Pells were vested in the Comptroller-General, 
and the Standard Weighls and Measures, and Standard Pieces 
of Gold, Silver, and Copper, Sec. (which up to 1826 were in the 
custody of the Chamberlains and Auditor, and since that time 
in the custody of the Auditor, &c,) were delivered to the said 
Comptroller -General, on whom and his officers the duties in 
respect thereof devolved (o). And all the moneys, Stc, were 
paid by the Tellers into the Bank of England, where an 
Account was opened, called " The Account of His Majesty's 
Exchequer. " 

Present mode of Paying in Money to the Credit of the 
Exchequer. 

Certain printed forms of orders on the Bank of England, to 
receive the money therein specified, are procured from the 
office of the Comptroller- General ; blanks being left in the said 
forms for the amount and for a specification of the nature of 
the payment to be filled in by the Accountant, who makes out 
and signs the same in duplicate, and takes both of them to the 
office of the Comptroller- General, where they are signed by the 
Comptroller, or his assistant, and delivered back to the Account- 
ant ; who then delivers them, together with the money, to the 
cashier or proper officer at the Bank of England, who writes a 
Receipt for the same at the bottom of the said-orders, and re- 
taining one (which is transmitted the same day to the Comp- 
troller-General of the Exchequer), returns the other to tlie 
Accountant, who, any time after the following day. presents it 
at the office of the Comptroller-General, where it is retained, 
and an Acquittance given in eschange, which Acquittance is a 
printed form filled in with the particulars, and is the Account- 
ant's voucher to the Auditors of his Accounts, from whom he ' 
receives his final Acquittance. 

Present Mode of Issuing Money. 

For the issue of all sums of money granted by Parliament 
to Her Majesty for any specified Branch of the Public Service, 
a Royal Order, under the Sign Manual, is necessary, wliich is 
countersigned by the Commissioners of the Treasury, auihoriz- 
ing and requiring (he Comptroller of the Exchequer to place at 
the Bank of England, to tne credit of the Public Accountant, 
in the said Branch of Service, the amount of the sum so granted, 
at such times, and in such proportions, as the said Commissioners 
shall from time to time direct; such Koyal Order containing a 
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reference to the particular Act, or vote of Parliament. This, 
after having beCn recorded and entered in the Treasury books, 
is transmitted to the Comptroller to be entered of record, who 
puts it in operation from time to time (by direction of the Trea- 
sury warrants) by his warrant to the Bank of England, and the 
amount granted by Parliament can then he drawn upon by the 
proper officer. But charges on the Consolidated Fund, or upon 
any public moneys specially appropriated by any Act or Acts of 
Parliament for any particular objects or service, &c., do not 
require a Soyal Warrant- — -that of the Commissioners contain- 
ing a reference to the Act or Acts of Parliament, &c., being 
sufficient. 

Thus we have seen the gradual extinction of the ancient Ex- 
chequer, and how it is now represented, which is as follows : — 

1. The office of Treasurer — by the Commissioners of the 

Treasury. 

2. The Account Side of the Exchequer (as before stated) 

is represented by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Queen's Kemembrancer, and the Judicial part 
by the Barons. 

3. The Exchequer of Receipt is now represented by the 

office of the Comptroller- General, or rather by that 
office and the Bank of England ; the latter may be 
said to represent the Tellers, for as the Revenue was 
formerly paid in and issued out of the Receipt of the 
Exchequer by the Tellers, so it is now at the Banlt of 
England. The Comptroller of the Receipt is vested 
with the Powers of the Auditor of the Receipt and 
Clerk of the Pells, which latter Officers enlered and 
recorded the several Receipts and Issues, and by that 
means acted as Check Clerks on the Tellers. The 
office of Paymaster of Civil Services represents also 
a part of the Receipt, for here arc paid salaries and 
other payments formerly paid in detail af the Ex- 
chequer, this office is made a Department of the 
Treasury ; but the office of Comptroller is a separate 
office, a sort of shadow of the Ancient Receipt. 

Sect. 2 of stat. 4 Will. IV. c. 15, seems to contemplate the 
future abolition of the latter office. There seems to be a sort of 
medley ComptroUership ; the Comptroller- General is not to let 
the Treasury dispose of the public moneys but upon sufficient 
warrant, and the Treasury wdl not allow the Comptroller to 
make any transfer except under their direction. 
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Anciently the Rents of Lands Fonncd the chief source of the 
Royal Revenue, to which must be added the Revenue arising 
by the Prerogative of the Crown, Fines, Escheats, &c,, or what 
may be termed the Casual Revenue. 

The Domesday Survey enables us to ascertain what portion 
of the Land was allotled to the Sovereign of England better 
than in any other country. The Dialogue of the Exchequer, 
book I, ch. xv.,sfttteB that Domesday was always kept with the 
Great Seal at the Exchequer. 

The Ancient Demesne of the Crown, as recorded in Domes- 
day, consisted of 14'2'2 manors, beside lands and farms iu Mid- 
dlesex, Shropshire, and Rutland (a). 

The Conqueror's Lands consisted iu part of land that hap- 
pened to be in his hands at the time of taking the Domesday 
Survey, by Kacheats or Forfeitures, from his Norman followers. 
It was constituted also in part of the Lands of Saxon proprie- 
tors which had been conliscated after the ConqueBtj but it 
was chiefly composed of land that had been possessed by the 
Confessor in Demesne or in Farm, or had been held by his 
Thegns and other servants. Of the last description, part was 
probably the private Bocland of the Confessor, which had be- 
longed to hira as his private inheritance. The Land, which is 
called Terra Regis iu the Kschequer Domesday, is termed in 
the Original Heturna of the Exon Domesday, Demesne Land 
of the King belonging to the Kingdom. In the Exchequer 
Domesday itself a similar form of expression is to be found. 
A particular manor is said to have formerly belonged to the 
Kingdom, but to have been since granted to Earl Ralph by the 
King {by 

The Demesne Lands antieutly were to maintain the King's 
Table, and the Tenants of them had their Livery of the King's 
Lands, rendering their Corn, Sheep, Oxen, and other Produce 
of the Land itself, to the King ; but because it was cumber- 
some to debver in specie, they came afterwards to another 
method, which was by Assessment of those Demesne Lands 
according to their value and produce, and the King's necessi- 
ties, and this Tallage was settled by Justices who went by the 
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King'a Orders and overlooked such Lands and made the As- 
sessments, and therefore the title is de Tallagio Dominiorum 
Regis, &c. (a). These supplies were r.alled Gifts, Dona Assisee, 
but most frequently Tallagium, and were of two sorts — first, 
those gathered by the Sheriff, — and secondly, such as were 
gathered by other great peiaons that had many of them in 
their own hands, and therefore paid them info the Ex- 
chequer — such were the Tallages of the Cities ; but the other 
Manors that were dispersed in the Counties were accounted for 
by the Sheriff, for none were tallaged but Ancient Demesne, 
and other Demesnes and Boroughs holding of the Crown (A). 
These made up the Firma Mojores and the FirmtE Minores that 
were after the time of Edw. 1. accounted for by (he Sheriff, and in 
process of time the tenants made a bargain at the Exchequer 
to account with the King for a certain rent instead of the Tal- 
lages, and then they were never taxed by Parliament except for 
tho 10th and 15th of their Personal Estates. They answered 
their Kcnts in the Exchequer, or else to the Sheriff; in the 
latter case the Sheriff totted them ((.■), that is, he charged himself 
therewith. 

These Lands, whilst under Tallages, were capable of no im- 
provement, because whatever improvement was made of the 
Lands, the Tallage, which was assessable at pleasure, was set so 
much the higher, and it therefore became the iiittTcst of the 
Crown to set them at certain rents, so that they might improve 
their own Land to the utmost {d). 

Donum was a term used with great latilude ; when it was paid 
out of Lands which were not of Military Tenure, it signified 
Hidage; when it was paid out of Knights Fees, it wzsScutage; 
and when paid by Towns or Burghs, it was Tallage. In these 
senses it was used in the time of Stephen and in the beginning 
of Hen. n. Donum seems also to have been called Assisa (dj ; 
this latter (Assisa) meant also Tallage; the word Assisa 
(amongst other things) also meant an Assessment ; it was used 
fur the common charge or assessment made upon a county for 
defaults and other amerciaments (e). An Assize was made 
by the King's Justicicrs, 19 Hen. II., on the lands of the Earl 
of Leicester in Wiltshire ; but on the same Eavls lands in 
another county, a Tallage was assessed at the same time i.f). 

By Stat. 25 Edw, I. (Stat, de Tallage), no Tallage or Aid 
was to be taken without the authority of Parliament. See also 
MagnaCharta 17 John. 

Camcage. — In ancient times there was a duty paid to the 
King, under the name of Carucage,.viz., so much for each Carue 
(or hide) of land(jr). Carue and Hide were used in the same 

(a) Frequent ennmples of this wUl be found in Marluji, 483—480, 

(i) Qilber, 11, 12. 13; Also Madoi, S2I>. (e) GlUierl, 13, 14. 

(,J) Madoi, 490, 4B1. (t) Id. 484. (/) M. 49S. (-)) W. 421, 502. 
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sense in the time of Rich. I- A Carucage of land is also called 
a Plough-land. In 19 Hen. III. there was a Carucage and a 
Tallage paid by the Abbot of Chertsey — thus, Abbas de Certe- 
seye debet 26 iiiarcasde 5 Scutagio, ct £4 de Carrucagio, clearly 
pointing out a difference. And it appears that there was a 
iftoU called the Carucage Roll, which contained the particulars 
of the Carucages ; thus, W. de Maraatood charged in the Great 
Roll with £2o. 6s. 2d. foe the Carucage of Surrey, the particu- 
lars whereof appeared in the Carucage Roll (a), 

These Demesne Lauds, belonging to the Sockman or Plough- 
man, were afterwards called Tenure in Socage, in contradistinc- 
tion to Tenants by Knights' service ; and when there was a 
certain reservation of rent, it was a mark of Tenancy in Socage, 
but of Knights' service the demands were casual and uncertain. 
Afterwards escheated Manors were granted out in this way at 
a certain rent (A). 

The King not only gave lands of the tenants in Ancient 
Demesne for his provision, but likewise several of the Demesne 
lands were given to boroughs for clothing his household. 
The Demesnes granted for provision were given to single 
persons that carried on the tdlage by their sub-tenants and 
servants ; but those granted in Burgage were granted to 
Corporations, from whence it came to be a notion that a Cor- 
poration could not be created without a Charter from the 
King, and these Charters conlained not only an erection of 
that body by a certain name, but also a Donation to them of 
certain Lands to hold of the King, by providing Cloth for his 
Household, or importing Silks or other Foreign Manufactures ; 
but at last, instead of paying these in specie, the King's Com- 
missioners imposed a Tallage, which was sometimes paid in by 
the Corporations themselves; and if not, was collected and 
paid in by the Sheriffs (c). 

To lands held by Knights' service there was no certain 
profit, as they were held for the King's defence and not for 
provision. Whoever failed of his quota of men in attending 
the King in Arms, his Lands were originally liable to be 
seized into the King's hands. Afterwards this seizure was 
changed into 3.n Escuage or Fine — thus if he failed one Knight's 
Fee, then he was fined lo that amount, &c. {d). 

This Escuage or Scutage (so much per Scutum or for each 
Knight's Fee) (c), came to be assessed by authority of Parlia- 
ment after the inililary expedition was ended ; and so much 
was assessed upon every Knight's Fee ; so that if he that held 
per Baroniam came with all his Knights, he was excused ; if he 
came with only part, the Escuage was assessed in proportion 
to the default. It was a general rule of the Feudal Law, that 
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ihe Prince never had Eaciiage unless he went to the war in 
person, hecauec the tenants in Capile were only obliged to 
attend their Prince, and so the Tenants of inferior Lords were 
not originally obliged to attend, unless the Lords were there 
in person : but it soon became a practiue after the Conquest, 
that ihey might excuse or essoin their attendance, and attend by 
deputy, and those deputies upon such essouis admitted, were 
inrolled in the Host, as if the tenant had served in proper 
person. At the muster of the King's Host, the Marshal gave 
a Certiiicate under his hand and seal, to all the tenants that 
there attended, which was an uncontested evidence of their 
attending the King in the expedition, when Eacuage was 
assessed upon the 'i'enanfa in Parliament ; for every tenant 
might bring his Certificate into the Court of Exchequer, upon 
which the Barons discharged him out of the King's Rent HoU : 
for such Certiticale of the Marshal inrolled in the Court of 
Exchequer was an Authority to the Barons to discharge the 
Pipe Roll of any Escuage upon such tenant, so ihat no 
Distringas might issue for such Escuage. If the Certificate 
was not inrolled, the Distringas issued ; but when inrolled, it 
was never in charge to the Sheriff (i). 

To these e.<cpeditions the tenants in Ancient Demesne were 
wont to grant an Aid before the expedition begun ; or the 
Kin^ tallaged them nfter the expedition was ended : the more 
granted in aid, the less was expected in the Tallage, and 
generally it was a lOlh or 15th, for higher they never went, 
and therefore Escuage certain is called Socage, because the 
Socage tenants were always taxed in a certain sum, viz., a 10th 
or 15th upon their goods in an expedition. The Justices 
Itinerant before every expedition went about to the several 
tenants in Ancient Demesne, and to the Borough-holders in 
every county within their district, and demanded an Aid, 
which was in the nature of a gift or auxilium. If they wouM 
not give, the King might tallage to a i 0th, This was neces- 
sary for the provision of the King's Host (b). 

When Escuage was granted to Ihe King, about 27 Hen. HI., 
by the Common Council of the realm, writs were awarded to 
the Sheriffs of the Counties, commanding them to take Inqui- 
sitions to find what Lands were holden of the King, or of 
others, who held of the King in Capite, whether of the new 
Feoffment or the old ; and lo distrain the Tenants of such Feea 
to pay their Escuage for the same. The form or articles of 
the Inquisitions were, " What Fees there are in the county? 
" Who holds them, and of whom ? In what Land the Fees are ? 
" Of whose Honor they arc holden ? Whether they be Capital 
"Honors or not? And touching those who hold Capital 

(a) Lit. Seel., 103. Co. I Inst. 74. Gilbert, 15— la. 
(6) Gilbert, 19,20; llodox, 431.- 
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" Honor!*, what Fees they have in the Counties, and in what 
Lands?" And touching the Towns, a Roll was to be made 
containing the names of all the Towns digested under their 
proper Hundreds, and the names of the Tenants of the Towns, 
and by what services they pretend to hold the same, and of 
whom. And this Roll was to be brought into the Exchequer, 
together with the said Roll of Fees. And it was provided that 
the Escuage should be collected by the Sheriffs (a). 

When any Aid was given, or any Tallage assessed by the 
Justices upon any City, Town, or Borough, the Justices Itine- 
rant returned such Aid, &c., out of their several Iters to the 
Justiciariiresidcntes in the Exchequer, and from thence the sum 
was transferred into the Pipe Roll, to charge the Sheriff there- 
with (i). Commissioners wereaftecwards appointed to assess. 

A distinction was made between the Ancient Demesnes of the 
Crown (c) and those wluch it acquired by its lucrative preroga- 
tives, namely, by Escheat, Forfeiture, or Feudal Delinquency. 
The last it appears to have been understood the Sovereign 
might dispose of at his pleasure. But the Ancient Demesnes of 
the Crown, it was impious, says Sir R. Cotton, to alienate (d). 

Our Kings, however, were not absolutely precluded from 
the power of disposing of any part of that estate, but a Remedy 
for the abuse was provided by the Constitution. The King 
might at all times make Grants which were valid, and plead- 
able against him and his succeasors; but the Legislative 
poivcr had an undisputed right to malcc them void whenever 
they were thought exorbitant ; and whenever further Aids were 
demanded from the people, Parliament seldom failed in 
ancient times to resume what had been too lavishly alienated. 
The powers of alienation and resumption were often exercised. 
The greater part of the vast estates settled on the Conqueror 
was dissipated by his immediate successor, who was compelled 
to resume the Grants he had made. In consequence of similar 
profusion. Acta of resumption were passed in almost every 
subsequent reign during the 12th, 13th, and 14th centuries. 
There were many exceptions, however, from those acts — and 
the revenues of the Crown accordingly soon became inade- 
quate to the support of Government; and the demands for 
relief were frequent, but always unpopular. The wants of 
the Crown consequently increased. In the beginning of the 
15th century, the Revenues of the Crown were still more 
reduced. Hen. IV. was called upon by the House of Com- 
mons to resume the Lnntls, parcel of the ancient inheritance 

(a) Madox, 472. (ft) Gilbert, 21. 

(e) DometJay ia Mfarted to in the oldnl Recordi I'ur proof of Laniii being Ancient 
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of the Crown, which had been granted away by Edw. III. and 
Ric. II., and to annex those lands to the Crown for ever. In 
the time of Hen. VI. the rent of the Estale of the Crown was 
f^eatly reduced r it was again increased by Resumption called 
for by the Parliament during the reigns of Edw, IV. and 
Hen, VII. It was considerably increased by the seizures of 
the Estates of the Monasteries in the reign of Hen. VIII. 
The annual income of the Religious Houses suppressed by 
this Monarch appears, by an account drawn up in 1717, to 
have amounted to above 273,000/. ; and it is supposed that the 
Estates belonging thereto would now yield, at least, 6,000,000/. 
per annum. The greater part of these Estates were alienated 
by the same King (a). 

Queen Elizabeth disposed of part of her domains in order 
to avoid the unpopularity of demanding supplies from her 
subjects (fi). 

James I., by his profusion to his favourites, greatly reduced 
the Land Estate of the Crown. On the 8th May, 7th Jac.I.,a 
Bill was brought into Parliament to prevent the future Aliena- 
tion of Crown Lands, which was agreed to by the Lords, but 
thrown out by the Commons. The measure is referred to in 
a document intituled, " The Instrnmcnt of Annexation," by 
which the King affected to entail on the Crown of England for 
ever a certain part of the Landed Property, and pointed out 
other parts of it which it was his meaning to dispose of, reserv- 
ing at the same time to himself a power to alienate any of 
them, a power which he soon after very liberally exercised, for 
he raised by the sale of Lands during his reign no less than 
775,000/. To this Deed or Instrument under the Great Seal 
of England two Schedules are annexed— the first contains the 
names of the King's Castles, Mansion Houses, Parks, Forests, 
and Chaces, within the Survey of the Exchequer and Duchy 
of Lancaster; the other Schedule contains the Names and 
Value of all the Manors, &c., annexed to the Crown of England, 
the total of which is as follows: — 



Of Manors, Lands, and Tenements within: 
the Survey of the Exchequer i 

Of Fee Farms and reserved rents in ditto. 

And of Manors, Lands, and Tenements 
within the Duchy of Lancaster . . . .' 



£. s. d. 
40,054 10 1^ 

16,781 12 lOi 

10.034 1 

£66,870 3 1 



Besides these was a Schedule of Lands, &c., to be taken out 
of the Entail, to be disposed of at His Majesty's pleasure, the 
totals of which are, 5717/- I8s.. The Schedule bears date 2nd 
July 1609 (c). 

fo) iaRBi..ufColii.ofIiiquir7,iip.3,6. (6) Id. p, 7. (cj Id. ,,[,. S, 6. 
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Charles I., in his endeftvour to support the expenses of his 
Government without the aid of Parliament, sold many of the 
Estates of the Crown. He borrowed at one time 320,000^. 
from the City of London, to enable him to carry on a War 
with Scotland, p;iving security on the Estates of the Crown ; 
and Grants of Lands to Trustees for the City were afterwards 
made for the payment of this money («). 

Under the Usnrpation of Cromwell, almost all the Land 
Estates of the Crown were sold- With a view to this Sale the 
whole of thoae Estates were vested in Trustees, who were di- 
rected to have them eurveyed. Some of these surveys are lost. 
But immediately after the Restoration, all the Sales which had 
taken place during the Usurpation were made void, and the 
King was declared to be restored to the posseasion of all his 
houses, lands, rents, &c. The revenue, however, is supposed 
to have suffered by concealments, and by forbearance or favour 
to bond fide purchasers, and to those who had promoted the 
Restoration. But the above does not agree with the fact that, 
in 1660, a Bill was brought in by the Commons for a Resump- 
tion of all Grants since May 1642, but did not pass. The 
Revenue at this time was said to be 263,598/., from which was 
to be deducted 45,698/, \Bs- Id., being casual, and for the most 
part lost {h). 

In the time of Charles II. a different provision was begun 
to be made for the Sovereign. Stat. 12 Car. 11. c. 24, was 
passed, taking away the Revenues of Military tenures and the 
Prerogatives of Wardship, Marriage, Livery, Purveyance, and 
Pre-emption, and settling in lieu thereof an hereditary revenue 
of Excise (c). 

Among the Funds which composed the permanent income 
of the Crown, the Royal Domains were, in 1663, reckoned at 
100,000/. beside the Eorest of Dean, which was stated at SOOO?., 
and beside all Forests, Parlca, and Chaces, and such lands and 
Rents as had been alienated by Letters Patent {d). 

The Stats. 22 Car. 11. c. 6, and 23 Car. IL c. 7, confirmed 
Sales of Lands previously made ; and the first-named Statute 
empowered the King to appoint Trustees for the Sale of Lands 
to be expressed in Letters Patent, which the King held either 
in right of his Crown of England or in right of his Duchies of 
Lancaster or Cornwall. Little change took place in the Landed 
Property of the Crown during the reign of Jac. II., but it suf- 
fered as much diminution by the rewards which Will. III. 
bestowed on those who aided the Revolution as it had done by 
the prodigality of Car. II. The Sales under Statutes 22 and 23 
Car. II. were continued with iniermissions to the end of the reign 

(d) 12tli Rep, ofCom-of Inquiry, p. 7. 

(4) Id., p. 8. Sir ,Iolin Siiickit'i Hiilorv of iW Revsnuf, p. 113. 

(f, BluckiruM. vol. i. p. liSO. (rf) 13Ui RepoH of Com. uf Inquiry, |i. 8. 
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of Queen Anne (a). From the passing of I he Civil List Aet of 
Queen Anne, 1 Anne.st. l,c. 7 (by which the Estates of the Crown 
were rendered inalienable except for limited terms, viz., the 
power was taken from the Crown of granting I-eases of Houses 
ibr a longer term than 50 years, or of Lands for more than 31 
years or three lives), the Landed Property does not appear to 
have engaged the attention of Parliament, or of the Executive 
Government till 17S6, when Slat, 26 Geo. III. c. 87 (1786); 
repealed the above Acts, and appointed Commissioners to 
dispose of all that remained unsold nt the time of their appoint- 
ment (fi). To the First Report of these Commissioners there is a 
Schedule containing a concise description of the Landed Pos- 
sessions and Revenues of the Crown in England and Wales 
held by Leases or Grants, classed in columns, first compiled in 
1782. and brought down to October, 1786 (<■). 

The above Commissioners, under Stat. 26 Geo. III. c, 87, 
recommended another plan of Management of the Land 
Revenues, &c. And Stat. 34 Geo. Ill.c. 75, passed Ilih June, 
1794, for the better management of the Land Revenue, and for 
the Sale of Fee Farm and other unimprovable rent, was one of 
the results of tho recommendation of the said Commissioners. 
Under that Statute, the Surveyor- General of the Land Revenue 
made four triennial reports touching the Land Revenue. On 
the death of the Surveyor- General of the Land Revenue, in 
1809, the business was carried on by a subordinate officer. On 
9th June, 1810, Stat. 50 Geo. HI. c. 65, was passed, which 
united the two offices of Surveyor-General of the Land Revenue 
and Surveyor- General of Woods, Forests, &c., and transferred 
their functions to a Board of Three Commissioners, called " The 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues," as before stated {d). 

And Stat. 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 99 (18-33), took away from the 
Sheriffs what remained of the Land Revenue, that is to say, 
the collection of the Quit and Viscontiel Rents, &c., and vested 
the same in the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues. 

Thus is shown the present state of the Ancient Land 
Revenue, and its management, &c-, removed from the Exchequer 
to the Commissioners of Woods, Forests and Land Revenues. 

The above Land and other revenues anciently were entirely 
entered on the Pipe Rolls. Afterwards, when they began to 
form Foreign Rolls, such part as did not strictly belong to the 
Sheriff as Sheriff, was entered on Rolls called Foreign Rolls, 
which were the earliest Ministers' Accounts, separate from the 

(a) 1 2th Rep. at Com. under 36 Geo. III. c. S7, p. 9. 
(i) 7(L Rep. Com. of Wooda and Foreatn, &c., 1B30, p. 3. 
(t) I2Lh Rep. or Cum. under 2S Geo. III. e. S7. 
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Pipe, About the time of Hen, VII., the Revenues of certain 
Lands were placed in the hands of particular Surveyors for 
the purpose of being answered to the King in his Chamber 
instead of beingpaid into the Exchequer; this gradually led to 
the erection of a Court, called the Court of General- Surveyors; 
this Court was afterwards abolished, and its Revenues added 
to those of the Court of Augmentations, which latter Court 
was erected for the management. &c., of the Lands which came 
to King Hen. VIII. by the Dissolution of the Religious 
Houses; these Courts gave rise to a celebrated class of Land 
Revenue Records known under the name of Ministers' ^counts, 
and although in the first year of Queen Mary the Court of 
Augmentations was annexed to the Exchequer, these Accounts 
were ];ept quite separate, and were made up in like manner 
as they were before the annexation to the Exchequer, until the 
Land Revenue finally passed under the Management of the 
Board of Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues. See under the 
head "Ministers' Accounts," p. 82. 

It is necessary now to offer a few observations on the other 
sources of Revenue. 

Other Sources of Revenue. — Aids, Escuage, Tallage, Dona, 
Assiste, Hidage, Carucage, &c., have been mentioned in the 

5 receding observations respecting the Land Revenue, The 
ling had the profits of Vacant Bishoprics and Religious 
Foundations. — (See p. 53.) Also the Feudal and olher Profits, 
viz.. Reliefs, Wardships, Marriages, &c. ; another part of the 
Ancient Revenue arose out of the yearly Farms of Towns, 
Burghs, and Guilds ; these were answered either by the Sheriff 
of the County where the Towns lay, as included in the Corpus 
Comitattis, or as superadded to it ; or else by the Townsmen 
themselves, under the name of Homines Gives, or Burgenses 
of such a Town, Burgh, or Villate, or under the name of the 
Provost or other particular Cuetos or Farmer, The Guilds of 
Merchants in several towns of England made yearly payments 
for the Farms of their Guilds. Treasure -trove. Waifs, Wrecks, 
Chattels of Felons and Fugitives, Chattels of Outlaws, Usurers, 
Recreants, Persons executed, &c. 

Fines. — Fines, Oblatas, and Amerciaments or Misericordias 
(fl) of the Forest by trespasses, defaults, purprcstimes, &c., and 
Fines and Amerciaments in Civil and Criminal Cases, such as 
Fines for Liberties, in Law Proceedings, relating to otfices, to 
trade, for Licenses of several sorts, for Benevolences, for tlie 
King's favour, for protection and aid, for seisin of Lands, &c. ; 

(a) Miacricordls (cODtncIcd Mi's) it found fiFqueiiflf ]□ Ibe Revenue Ralli ai a 

Siieral lerm far AmercUmeiit, thui. Robrtlus fllioi Hiigonii debsl 3SJ. Si. fid. it 
iMriuoKlia.— Maiiox, 37ft. 



J 



for Grants and Confirmaliona of liberties and franchises.- — — 
Fines in Law Proceedings. — To have Justice and Riglit, for 
Writs, Pleas, Trials and Judgment, for Expedition or Dispatch 
of Pleas, Trials and Judgment, for Surceasement or Delay 
thereof, fines payable out of the Debts to be recovered, Stc. 

Danegeld, a tax of the Anglo-Saxon times, "as accounted 
for as if it was a settled revenue for many years after the 
Conquest. It appears from the Great Rolls to have been 
paid as late as Hon. II. (a), and at the time it was answered 
in the Counties under the name of Danegeld, it was paid by 
the Towns under the name of ^juriViMm or Donum, by which 
it would seem that Danegeld was a Tax on Land. 

Nones, Dismes, Quinzimes, Vintisines, Trentismes. — All these 
were Aids or Tallages. In 6th Ric. I, several towns stood 
charged with the arrears of a Tallage imposed by Hen. II., but 
they were remitted by reason of the 'I allage of Tenths, then 
lately assessed (i). 

Customs. — Anciently called Consiietudo and Custuma. The 
former was used in an extensive sense for payments or duties 
of many kinds. King William I., for instance, granted to the 
Abbey of Westminster eight hides of hia Demesne Lands free 
and quitj ab omni mea consiietudine et censu pecuniee mice Geld 
vacatur Annlice (quit of all manner of Custom or Tribute). In an 
account oi the Issues of the Bishopric of Winchester during 
a vacancy, there was answered to the Crown the sum of 
£17. 7s. ^^d., arising out of a certain payment or Duty {de qua' 
dam consuetudine), called Kirhethet, by sale of 3087 hens (c). 

There was a Custom or Duty paid to the King for Wines, 
which was called Prisa and Recta Prisa, of one Dolium before 
the Mast, and another behind the Mast. This was received for 
the King's use anciently by divers officers. 

In 10 Ric. I., Gervese de Aldcrmanbiry rendered an account 
of the Chamberlainship of London. He accounted for Prize 
wines, for the Dismes of merchants, for several merchandizes, 
for the fines of merchants for leave to import and aelt Woad in 
England, for the fines of merchants for leave to export Wool 
and Leather, &c. In 7 Hen. III., William Joymcr owed £100 
for the issues of iho Chamberlary of London, which the King 
committed to him for two years at that farm yearly, saving to 
the King the Prize of the Grisium Opus of Was and Silks, which 
William was to deliver by his own hand for the King's use. In 
57 Hen. III., Poncius de More rendered account in the King's 
Wardrobe, for the whole time that he had been Chamberlain 
of London and Buyer of the King's Wines. It was commonly 
accounted for at the Exchequer in the reigns of Ric. I., John, 
andpart of Hen. lll.,by the Chamberlains of the King's Winesj 



(a) MadoK, 475— is 



(t) Id. S03. 



(r) Id, 5-25. 
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under the title of Camberlengaria or Camerarta Londonia. In 
part of Hen. III.'s reign^ and Edw. I. and II., it was usually 
accounted for by officers siyled Captores and Emptorcs Vinorum 
Regis, In the reign of Edw. III. and afterwards, by the King's 
Pincerna or Butler, under the title of Piocernaria Kepis (a). 

Edw. I, altered the nature of the Prisage of Wines by layings 
an Imposition or Tribute of 2*. on every tun of Wine upon all 
Foreign merchants, which, fioin tVie time of the charge of it 
upon the Foreign merchant, went by the name of Butlerage, 
because it was instead of King's pre-emption, and which was 
before looked upon as a sort of acknowledgment to the King's 
Butler. 

The Prisage was a pre-emption not only on wines, but on other 
Commodities according to a price set by the officers of the 
Crown, properly for the use of the King's Household. See 
Stat. 25 Edw. I- (Conformatio Cart.), c. 5, 6, and 28 Edw. I. 
(Artie, Super, Cart.) c, 2, The distinction then between 
Butlerage and Prisage seems to be this, the Duty levied on 
the Foreigner for wines was Butlerage, but that levied on the 
subject was Pi'isage (6). 

The duties paid by Merchants were anciently called Disme, 
Qfiinzime, &c. The duty paid by them for trafficking along 
the Thames, or at least one sort of that duty, was called Aval- 
agium Thamisiai (probably Toll). In 5 John. H- Oisel proffered 
1000 marcs that he might have the Quinzime arising from 
merchandizes throughout England, to hold the same from 
year to year, and to render to the King by the year as much 
as was rendered the last year. In 6 John, W. de Wroteham 
and others accounted for ihe Quinzime of merchants arising at 
the several ports. In 15 John, the Keepers or Wardens of the 
sea-ports rendered an account for Licences for ships outward 
bound, — for the Assize or Duty of Woad, — for the custom of 
Corn, Salt, Grease, Honey, Salmon, Cheese, In 19 Hen. II., 
£4. 6j. 6(/. was paid for the Customs of Ships passing along 
the Thames. In 41 Hen. HI., 6 marcs and a half was accounted 
for the farm of Avalage of the Thames (c). 

Customs of BiUingesgate, Botulfesgate, and Garsechurche, 
Tronage, &c. In 3 Ric. I,, Aberic de BiUingesgate stood 
charged witli 72j. and 4d. for the Customs arising from £il- 
leagesgate, Botulfesgate, and Gaj'scJiercke. In 52 Hen, III., the 
Bailiffs of the City of London rendered account asCustodes of 
several issues of the City, viz., for divers Tronages with several 
small Straiidages, for divers sorts of merchandizes brought 
from beyond Sea to the City, for which the Custom called 
Scavage was payable, for divers pesages and for corn mete at the 
Port of BiUingesgate and the Customs there — for the Custom 

(a) Ma<lo> '^ 
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of Fiah brought to London -bridge-street — for the Issues of 
the Field and Bars of Smithficia — for the Toll received at 
the City gates, and for the CustoniB of the River Thames west- 
ward; also for Stallages, Customs of Butchers, and others, ex- 
ercising divers Trades in the Market of Wedchepe, by small 
tolls and isEues of the same, with the profits of the Market 
of Garschirche and WolUchirchehawe, and for a certain yearly 
socage of the Butchers of London j also for the Issues of the 
Queen's Hithe (pi: Kipa ReginseJ then being in the King's hand. 

The Tronage or Thronage-house, which was a place for 
weighing Wools, was at Woolchurch Haw, in Walbrook Ward; 
but in the reign of Ric, 11., 1385, John Churchman, then S!ie- 
riff of London, built ft Trotiage-house, which was also the Cus- 
tom-Iwuse, upon Wool-key, and the King's Customer, Sec, had 
their Seats there. The King paid the said Churchman by the 
hand of his Customer 40s. per annum during his life. In the 
year 166G, the old Custom-house was burnt down (a). 

In process of time the King's Customs came lo be most 
generally called Custuma. In 26 Edw. I., there was payable 
to the King for Customs, for every sack of Wool carried out of 
the Port ol' Len (Lynn), half a marc ; for every 300 peUes lanatcB, 
half a marc ; and for every last of Leathers, one marc ; and the 
King appointed Hugh do Massingham and Ranulph Ic Ken 
to collect, receive, and keep the said Customs at Len duriDg 
his pleasure, and to account for them at the Exchequer. And 
a Writ issued to the Sheriff's of the Counties oF Cambridge and 
Huntingdon, Nottingham and Derby, Bedford and Bucking- 
ham, Warwick and Leicester, Rutland and Norfolk, command- 
ing them to make Proclamation in their several Bailiwicks, 
that all merchants should carry merchandizes of that sort to 
the said Port whenever they exported them, saving to the 
King his Customs. In like manner Customers or Custodes 
Custumae were appointed for the several Towns or Ports of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Kingston -upon -Hull, Boston, Yarmouth, 
Ipswich, Southampton, Bristol, and London. And the same 
year (26 Edw. I.) the Mayor of London and other Citizens, in 
obedience to the King's orders, caused a Scale (Tronam) to be 
made for weighing Wools, which was examined and approved 
by the Scale which was used for weighing the Wools in 
London. This scale (or beam) was delivered to the Com- 
missioners of the King's Customs of Wools and Leathers 
at Leiin, to be used there for weighing the Wools exported : 
at the same time was delivered a purse sealed with the 
Exchequer seal, containing the seals appointed to be used 
by the said Customers for the Cocket in customing the 
Wools and Leathers. The same year the several Sheri^ were 

(a) Gill>ert,289; Sluw, 1 li 
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commanded to make Proclamation that all rnerchanis and 
ollicra who designed to export Wools, Woolfells, and Leathers, 
might safely carry them to the several Ports where the King 
had a Cocket (a). 

The word Coeket, Skinner derives from the Cockboat. II 
the Goods were to be shipped outwards, they were entered am 
(he Customs paid, and the party received from the Customer a 
Licence to export such Goods, which was called a Cocket, 
This Cocket went to the Searcher, for him to sufFcr the goods 
to go on board (&}. 

In 25. 26 Edw. I., Perot le Taillour, who held the office of 
Alnager of Cloth in the several Fairs of the realm, forfeited it, 
by default in the Exchequer. And the custody of the Alnage 
and Assize of Cloth was given to another. 

In 6 Edw. II., the custody of the Passage of Load of 
Avoirdupois and of the Tronage, and of Wools in Kingston- 
iipon-Hull, was granted to T. de Wyght (<?). 

To theae revenues may be added the various Subsidies, 
Customs of the Staple, &c. (esiabhshed 27 Edw. I.), Imposi- 
tions, Tunnage and Poundage, Excise, and Taxes granted 
from time to time by Parliament, which is not necessary to 
be entered upon here. 



(a) Madoi, 53S— 537. 



(6) GUbert.aas.an. 



(e) Uadox, 036. 




After the matters were put in charge on the Pipe Roll, the 
first proceeding, in order to bring in the Kevenue, was t!ie Writ 
of Summona. 

This Writ of Summons of the Pipe issued, accompanied by 
the charge against the Sheriff, transcribed from the Pipe Roll. 
The Writ was in the following form : — 

Dei Gratia, &c. Vicecom' B. sahitem. Vide, sicut 

te ipsum et omnia tua diligis, quod sis coram Thesaur' et Baron' 
de Scaccario, apud Weatm' in erastino clausi Paschee prox' 
futur', et habeas ibi tunc qiiicquid nobis debcs, de novis et 
veteribus firmis, et omnia Debita subscript', et banc summon' 
de Pipa. Teste A.B. Thesaur' Angliae apud Wcstm', &c. 

The summons of the Greenwax was similar, and issued at 
the same time, (a) 

These Writs issued twice in the year, the first'in Hilary Term, 
returnable at the UtaB(S) of Easter, to this Writ was annexed 
a Roll, containing the charge against the Sheriff made out 
from the Pipe Roll, that is to say, his Farm of the Corpus 
ComitatHs (which contained divers farms and lands, &c.), also 
the old debts or the remainder of the Account of the last year : 
and the Summons of the Greenwax contained the casualty es- 
treated before the end of Hilary, on these the Sheriff answered 
at the Utas of Easter. The other Summons issued in Trinity 
Term, returnable at the Ulas of Michaelmas, and then he was 
charged with the Nova Oblata, or Accounts of the present 
current year (c). 

It was the business of the Comptroller of the Pipe (besides 
writing a Duplicate of the Great Roll) to make forth Process 



(a) Vet it would seem rrnm the fultowilig to b« dDubtful w 
for that portion helil by the ShelllT in Taim ; I'or we 6nil in 14 and 13 KUw 
Sheriff of Liiicolnahire paid in n certain tarn, whereof port wai fur his f 
part fur llie Sannnnni uf the EKcheqaer, mid another part far the Suit 
Judaism. So the Sheriff af Yorkihiie, in IS Rdw. I., paid 4S0 marca 
Bud 300 marca upon the SummonMi. Aeain, 15 Edw. II., Ihs Kiug cnm 
Sheriffs lo make their Prnfen at Eailer fa!] and entire, at well of the Fan 
Slim moms.— See alio the Stst. colled Les Eatatui del Escheker in gol. 
the StHtates of the Realm.— Madoi. 243, 645. 

lb) The Octave, or Vtaa of each Feaa^ ii Ihe aevenlb day nlt^r it occurs, nr the eii^hlh 
day iFthedayofthePettival he included. Chmiiolo^ of History, p. i(l3. 

(c) Gilbert, 114, 115; Vernon. 9, 10. 
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01- Writ of Summons called the Summons of the Exchequer, 
on which the Sheriff in ancient times was apposed in open 
Court, but in more modern times before the Cursitor Baron («). 

About the beginning of Edw. III., when the casual Revenue 
called the Greenwax, was so much increased that the Comp- 
troller of the Pipe could not undergo the burthen of the whole (i), 
and transcribe the entries on his annual roll (c), there was a new 
officer introduced, called the Clerk of ihe Estreats, to write the 
summons of the casual Revenue of Greenwax, in order to assist 
the said Comptroller. And also another officer, called tlie 
Foreign Apposer, called Foreit/n, because this was a Foreign and 
distinct Account to the Great Roll, and called Apjmser, because 
the Sheriff was there apjionere, or to place his items to his 
Aecouut, and the Sheriff did there tot, nicldl, and o'ni', accord- 
ing as the case required ((f). This Foreign Apposer apposed 
the Sheriif upon the Greenwax, and after every such apposal 
sent the whole chaise which the Sheriff charged himself in 
every Title into the Pipe, to be added to the other charge of 
the Sheriff, together with so much of every Title as was to be 
charged upon the Lords and Bailiffs of Liberties; and that 
which was nichUled was to be written in process again from the 
Pipe, saving that the nichilleil issues were by the Clerk of the 
Nichils sent to the Treasurer's Remembrancer, who, according 
to Stat. 27 Edw. I. (Stat, de Fin. c. 2), made forth Writs of 
Scire Facias to all Sheriffs who returned those parties, to show 
cause why they should not satisfy such issues by the insufficiency 
of the parties so returned by them. Since the appointment of 
aClerkof Estreats, the two Summonses have been tlistinguished 
as the Summons of the Pipe and the Summons of the Greenwax. 
The casual revenue, called the Greenwax, consisted of Fines, 
Issues, Amerciaments, Recognizances, Sec, set or lost before 
the Justices of the several Courts, Commissioners of Sewer.y, 
Clerks of the Market, &,c., which by the Laws were to be 
estreated yearly and sent into the Exchequer to the Lord Trea- 
surer's Remembrancer's Office, and from thence (after an entry 
made of the members of every schedule, &c.) they were de- 
livered together with those of the Exchequer (as well in that 
office as in the Offices of the King's Remembrancer and the 
Clerk of the Pleas) to the Clerk of the Estreats for execution 
to be done thereupon (c). 

And all sums of money, as by the Awards of the Court 
were put into Schedule of the Pijm for stronger process, to be 
made by the Treasurer's Remembrancer, in regard of a 
Diem elaus. eMrem., or the like, the said Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer, at the Liberate or Sealing Day, sent forth the 



strongest process to the . Sherifl's (as the case required) for 
levying thereof, wherein by the Long Writ (called the Pre- 
rogative Writ), the Sherift" had power to inquire (if the 
Debtor was dead) to whose hands his goods and chattels were 
come, and to put the same in safe custody for the King (being 
the first to be satisfied); and if he had any lands, what lands 
he had at the time he so first became indebted, or at any time 
after, and to whose hands the same had come, and to make 
seizure thereof. And if the debtor be living, to levy the debt 
upon his or their goods or lands, or for default thereof (Maffiiat. 
Dominis and Dominabut exceplis), lo attach Iiis or their body. 
And the Term followng, the Sheriifs were apposed upon all 
those Writs which were so sent forth for debts in the Schedule 
of the Pipe, before the Barons of the Exchequer in the Ex- 
chequer Chamber, who, in case of neglect, &c., amerced the 
Sheriffs, which fines were sent down to the Pipe for Pro- 
cess (a). See the I'ith Section of the Articles of Annexation 
of the Court of Augmentations to the Exchequer, p. 1 7 of this 
work. 

This Remembrancer also prepared ihe Originals (^OriginaKa) 
sent from Cliancery, and therein marked Ingrossat. against all 
sucb rents as were reserved upon any Grants in Fee-farm, or 
upon any other Farms or Custodies for Terms of life or years, 
for the Clerk of the Pipe to draw down thence yearly to be put 
in charge in the Great Roll. This officer in fact issued Pro- 
cess for all determined revenue, both Land and Pecuniary, if it 
were adjusted and determined, and the manner of issuing 
Process was always to inform the Summons of the Pipe wherein 
both the Land and Pecuniary Revenues of the Crown were 
transcribed in order to be got in (6). He also issncd fortii 
Writs of Distringas to all Sheriffs against the King's Tenants 
for preserving the King's Tenures and Services, and the Issues 
thereupon returned by the said SheriflTs, and certified the same 
to the Clerk of the Estreats twice in the year, to be by him 
sent forth lo the Sheriff in the Summons of the Greenwax. 
And for the Pines due to the King for respiting the Homage 
of bis Tenants, the said Treasurer's Remembrancer charged 
himself with all those Pines which were drawn down into the 
Pipe, and by him answered in the Receipt; and also all the 
Castle-ward rents in several counties, payable to the Castle of 
Dover, and afterwards by Stat. 3'2 Hen VIII. c, 48 (1540), 
paid into the Exchequer, and not at the Castle of Dover (e). 
Upon Ceriificatc from the Justices of Assize (allowed by the 
Under-Treasurer of ihe Exchequer), this Remembrancer ruled 
petitions for allowances to Sheriffs for carriage, &c., of prisoners, 



(a) Ver 



Cfi) Qilheo, 16*, I6S, (c) Vernon, 19—21. 
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reparations of gaols, and other extraordinary Bervices, and 
enlered the same of Record in bis office, from whence they were 
sent to the Clerk of the Pipe to be entered and allowed in the 
Great Roll (a). The office of Treasurer's Remembrancer was 
abolished by stat, '6 and 4 Will. IV, c. 99, and his duties trans- 
ferred to the King's Remembrancer by sect. 46. 

The King's Remembrancer recorded all Fines and other 
Debts sent into his office out of any other Court, and recovered 
all Recognizances, Amerciaments, fi. fac. of Sheriffs' moieties 
of Forfeitures about Custom Causes, or upon Penal Laws, and 
the like, and sent the Records thereof into the Pipe ; and also 
Bonds and Obligations forfeited and recovered for the King;, 
and from thence drawn into ihe Great Roll. He made forth 
Writs of Distringas against all Accountants whose names were 
entered upon the States of Accounts in his office, and against 
such as had any money impressed to them, and saw to issues 
returned against them until they perfected their Accounts 
before the Auditors, and entered the same upon the Roll of 
the States of Account in his office. These were also entered 
upon the Rolls of Views in the Treasurer's Remembrancer's 
office (i). 

When seizures were made for non-payment of Customs, &c„ 
which matters were in the survey of the King's Remembrancer, 
the officer took out a Writ of Appraisement, otherwise the 
proprietor might move for a Writ of Delivery (c). 

Both Remembrancers sent copies to the Auditors of all 
Seizures made by Slieriffs for any Debts, by reason of any 
Alienations, Outlawries, or other duties due to the King upon 
Writs sent out of their respective offices, in order to charge 
Sheriffs upon their Foreign Accounis, upon which Foreign 
Accounts the Auditors entered the particulars of what the 
Sheriff charged himself for the Goods and Chattels of Felons, 
outlawed and attainted persons, waif's, strays, and the like (d). 
There was a separate Roll for all debts due upon seizures as a 
charge against the Sheriff (d). — See "Seizures," p. 76. 

By Stat. 37 Edw, III, c; 4, it was directed that one Clerk 
of the Remembrance should be entitled to sit against the 
Cferk of the Pipe to see the Discharges made in the Pipe, and 
to imbreviate (Jnrol) the same in the Remembrance, in order 
to cause to cease all manner of process therein. 

All Departments of the Ancient E.xchequer being abolished, 
except that of the King's Remembrancer, the latter issues all 
the necessary process in respect of the Revenue, and performs 
all the duties which remain in respect of the abolished offices. 
See Stat. 3 and 4 Will, IV, c. 99, and 5 and 6 Vict. c. 86. 

(a) V«,.al,, 1:6. W~Id " ~ 

(lO Vernon, 23, 




SHERIFFS AND OTHER ACCOUNTANTS. 



The Sheriffs were the chief ligents for bringing in the Bevenue 
and a. great part of the Land Revenue went through their 
hands (a) : they were the King's Bailiffs of their respective 
Counties (6). The other Accountants were the Eschcalors, 
Foreatera, the Farmers or Custodea of such towns and burghs 
as were not part of tlie Corpus Comi(a(&i, nor within the Sheriff's 
Receipt, the Custodes Canibii, the Customers, the Keepers of 
the Wardrobe, and others. And in succeeding times, the 
Collectors of Tallages, Dismos, Aids, &c. ((.■). The Treasurer 
of Ireland was directed to account annually at the Exchequer 
in England in 21 Edw. I., 1293 (d). 

All Accountants rendered their Accounts at the Exchequer 
in a somewhat similar manner to the Sheriffs, therefore it is 
proposed here to consider chiefly the Sheriffs. 

The Sheriffs of the Counties respectively had the Counties 
committed to them by the King, either in Custody or at a 
certain Farm. To (hem the King usually committed (together 
with the Counties) his Castles and Manors lying wiihin their 
Bailiwicks. They provided the Castles with ammunition and 
othernecessaries : they stocked and improved theManors, &c. (e). 

The Revenues were of two kinds, fixed and certain — or 
casual and uncertain. 

I. The annual fixed and certain revenues of the Counties 
were as follow : — 

1. The King's Demesnes that were in his own hands or let 
at rack-rents lo Tenants. 

2. Farms, which were of two kinds, viz., Gross Farms, which 
were charged upon particular persons, or cities or towns, and 
so charged in the Great Roll ; as thus — Philippus d'Aura debet 
2 Marc de reditu unius virgate terre. And these were thus 

(a) Mftdox, 6^B, 6i9. (i) GLlbfrt, 144. 

(<.) MadoK, ajS. See the Statute called Lej Eilalui del Esch ek ere— Statu ta of 
the Realm, vol. i. p. 197. 

(d) Rot. Pat!, il Ed*. I., No. 11. U) Madoi, C34. 
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charged for these reasons — cither because they were never 
parcel of the Sheriff's Farm of his Coiirta, .hut great Farms 
written out to the Sheriff to be answered by the persona upon 
whom they were charged ; or else they were such as happened 
to be reserved after the Farm of the County was reduced to 
certainty and answered by the Sheriff; or they were small 
rents commonly called Viscontiel rents (a). These were 
gathered in by the Sheriff as part of his Farm of the Corpus 
Comitates, and are properly rents answered to him as Sheriff, 
and paid when certain persons did their suit in his Court. 

These Viscontiels are variously called according to the 
County — in Cambridge, Cumberland, Essex, Huntingdon, Lei- 
cester, Northamptonj Wilts, Warwick, and Sussex — they are 
called Auxilium Vicecomitis. In Devonshire — Auxilium ad Tar- 
Tium Vicecomitis. In Bedford, Bucks, Canterbury, Hunting- 
don, Essex, Hertford, Northampton, Somerset, Southampton, 
Stafford— Vic' Franc Pleg'. In Dorsetshire— fler/rfiYus ad Tur- 
num Hundredi. In Essex and Hertford — T\imurn Vicecomitis. 
In Norfolk— PflTifl/ Silver. Certain rents were paid to the 
Sheriff for the King upon the Leet being taken out of the 
Torn, called Cerium LetcB cum Capitagio. So we find Leet Fee 
in Suffolk; Mot Fee or Court Fee in Salop; Suit Silver in 
Stafford; Secta BurgiznA ViUar' in Cambridge. Certain an- 
cient Farms timt paid atmual Profits to the Sheriff because 
they were reduced to Rents and made up his Farm to the King, 
were called Certitadines in Berks, Hereford, and Rutland ; Certi 
Redditus in Lincoln, Leicester, Somerset, Southampton, War- 
wick, and Wills; Certi Redditus ad Communem Finem in Derby 
and Nottingham. 

And because several of these rents were assessed according 
to the quantity of Hides, they were called Hidaqe in Berks, 
Bedford, Bucks, and Oxford.— &/(en i^e« in Suffolk. Some 
held by Castle-ward of the King, and to do Suit and Service at 
the Sheriffs' Court, and the Tallage of such Castle-ward was 
turned into Rents, such were called Secta and Warda in Bed- 
ford and Bucks : Ward Silver in Essex. Some of these Tal- 
lages when turned into Rents were reduced to a certainty by 
an Inquest, and therefore called Redditus Assizts. Some rents 
were also annually paid to the Sheriff, such as Fines pro Seda 
Curia relazand' in Bedfordshire and Essex. Fines Aldermannor 
in Sussex. Prrestatio pro Pulchri Placitand' in Bedford and 
Bucks ; these were Prastationes arentata, and particularly 
excepted in the staluCe of Marlbridgo, for the liberty of doing 
suit in the Sheriffs' Court, and not coming up to the King's 
Court, and seem to be a payment when their first suit of ser- 
vice was annexed to the County Court (J). 



(») Haln, 33. ki. 
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3. Common Fines, at first imposed upon Townships upon 
BevGral occasions, as for Bon pleder, for suit and ward, for excuse 
of attending:; the Sheriffs' Torn: and these pjcw in process of 
time to be fixed and settled Revenues. And these a^ain were 
of two aorta; such as came within the title of Firma Comitatus, 
and were written out under that general head, viz., sub nomine 
Viceeomitis ; and some again were written to the Sheriff in the 
particular charge ofsuch and such Townships and Lands and so 
charged upon the Xowns by the express words of the Process. 

4. Arrentations of Assarts and Purprestures in Wastes and 
Forests set by Justices in Eyre, which for the most part were 
written out in charge against the particular Lands upon which 
they were charged, and some perchance were demanded in a 
gross sum among other small rents, mb nomine Viceeomitis. 

5. Crementum. Comitates or Firma de Cremento Comitatus, 
which were some improvements of tlie King's rents above the 
Ancient Viscontiel ren(s, for which the Sheriff answered under 
the title of Firma Comitatus, under the title of Crementum 
ComitatOs, or Firma de Cremento Comitates. But those kind 
of Farms are only found in Bedford, Bucks, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Warwick, Leicester, Worcester, Wigorn, and Gloucester. Cer- 
tain other sums annually charged in gross upon the Sheriff for 
certain other small or minute rents under several tides, as De 
Comaffio ; De Wardis; De Firma Purpresi. et Escwt. ; De 
diversis Firmis ; De minutis particulis Serjant. ; De tris assart 
infra divers forest. All which were charged in gross sums upon 
the Sheriff, sub nomineVic, without expressing any particulars, 
or upon whom they were charged. 

The Viscontiela usually came under the title oi Firma Comi- 
tates, which were written generally sab nomine Vicecom', with- 
out expressing particulars. But the Sheriff who had a par- 
ticular Roll of the Viscontiels, delivered in that Roll many 
times upon his Accounts (a). 

II, — The uncertain annual revenue was the Frojicitum Comi- 
tatOs, which, in ancient times, when most of the Law suits were 
transacted in (he Counties and Hundred Courts, was a consider- 
able revenue. But since that time, viz., about the beginning 
of Edw. L, when much of that business was transacted at the 
great Courts, this profit of the County sunk to very little. 

The profits of the County were made up by the following 
particulars, when the Sheriff accounted as Gustos or Bailiff, 
not as Farmer; — 

1. — The Fines, Issues, and Amerciaments, and other profits 
of the County Court, which in ancient times were considerable, 
for here were held Pleas on all Writs that were Viscontiel 



(a) Hale, 33— 40. 
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directed immedialely (o the Sheriff out of Chaneei-j', tiz.. tiy 
Justices ; and many times not only personal suits were removed 
thither out of inferior Court-Barons and Hundred-Courts, but 
also Pleas Real, viz.. Writs of Right ; for in ancient times 
many real actions, especially Wriis of Right, were determined 
in the County ; and therefore it is frequent in the old Schedules 
oi Proficua Comitatus, especially in Yorkshire, in the times of 
Ric. I. and King John, to find entries such as these, viz., De J. 
S. pro licencia roncordandi, demi marc. De J. S. pro War- 
rantia Essonii, 2a„ and sometimes a marc pro mi'a ComitatOs, 
Bometimes 10.f. quia retraxit se, demi marc. Dc pretio honorum 
per distringas, demi marc. Pro transgressione 2*. Pro falso 
clam ore demi marc, &c. 

2. The profits of the Sheriff's Torns, or the Sheriff's Letts, 
which had conusance of matters Criminal, as his County Court 
was for matters Civil, and the Profits consisted — 

i. In Amerciaments of Suitors that made default. 

ii. In Fines and Amerciaments of such as were convicted of 
offences inquirable in the Torn, as Nuisances, Bloodshed, Assize 
ef Bread and Beer. 

iii. The Profits of the Hundred Courts and Wapentake 
Courts: sometimes these were taken in kind; sometimes the 
Sheriff let them to Farm. TheBaiiiwicksof these Hundreds and 
with them the profits and perquisites of Courts were sometimes 
let to Farm by the Kinf;, and in such case the Sheriff accounted 
Proficua Ballivatus. But the business and jurisdiction of the 
Hundred Courts gradually sunk in their employment. By 
Stat. 23 Hen. VI., c. 10, the Sheriff' was reslrained from letting 
the Bailiwick to Farm ; and most of the Hundreds, at least in 
many Counties, are disjoined from the County, and granted 
out, some in fee-farm and some otherwise, though there have 
been frequent attempts at rejoining them to the Sheriffs liy 
acts of repumption. 

Castle Guards (although Viscontiel rents), by constant usage, 
were usually answered among the Proficua Comitatils, 

III, — The Casual Revenue consisted of — 

1. Debts written out to the Sheriff from the two Remem- 
brancers offices. Clerk of the Pipe, &c. 

2. The Summons of the Grc 
with the Estreats. 

3. The Foreign Account, or Seizures of Lands for Debts or 
Forfeitures. 

Escheated Lands and Wardships come under the Escheator's 
charge, and were rarely answered by the Sheriff, unless for 
«ome few ancient Escheats (a). 

(d) Hiitt, il— 47. 
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The Lands of the Tenants in Capite, ii'thcy held by Knights' 
Service, generally speaking answered no rent, but the Escuage, 
when it was assessed, was gathered by the Sheriff, unless where 
the particular Lords paid it in, and had commission for gather- 

' it from their Tenants. 

The Tenants in Ancient Demesne and Socage Tenants 
generally paid in their rents themselvea, as being immediate 
Farmers and Accountants to the King. 

If any one held Land of the King of any particular Honor 
or Manor, the King's Reeve of that Honor or Manor gathered 
the Rents, and accounted for them at the Exchequer. 

If any Lands of the County escheated, the Escheator, until 
he was restrained by the Statute, might hold an Inquisition 
virtuteofficii, and thereby enter into the Lands, and was charged 
with the Profits But either the Sheriff' or the Escheator 
might give Information in Chancerj-, and take Inquisitions virtute 
Brevis, and he that first gave information generally had it under 
his Survey ; anil, therefore, the Sheriff and Escheator lay upon 
the watch to return Lands and take out such Inquisitions, But 
they held them no longer than until a Bailiff was appointed, 
who then accounted in the same manner as the Sheriff (a). 

In ancient times, when a Bishop or an Abbot of a Royal 
Foundation died, the King seized the Temporalties, and re- 
ceived the ProSts during the vacancy; this custom ia said to 
have been introduced by Will. II. Before the Norman Inva- 
sion the custom in England was. upon the death of an Abbot, for 
the Bishop of the Diocese to take care of the Revenues of sucli 
Abbot; and upon the death of a Bishop, the Archbishop took 
care of the Revenues during the vacancy. In the Council of 
Clarendon (1164), 10 Hen. II. , it was decreed, that when an 
Archbishopric, Bishopric, Abbey, or Priory of the King's 
Fonndation became void, the same ought to be in the King's 
bands, and the King might receive all the rents and issues 
thereof, as if he held the same in Demesne. It appears by 
many instances, that when Archbishoprics, Bishoprics, &c., 
were void and in the King's hands, he used to have, as imme- 
diate Lord, the Reliefs, Wardships, &c., of the Military Te- 
nants holding of such Archbishops, &c., together with other 
profits arising out of the same. For it is to be understood. 
that the King was Founder and Patron of all the Bishoprica, 
and many of the Monasteries; for example, in the Statute de 
Provisoribus, 25 Edw. II I., it is declared that the Holy Church 
of England was founded in the Esiate of Prelacy by the ancient 
Kings of England, and by the Earls, Barons, and Nobles of 
the Kealm, to inform them and the People of England in the 
law of God, and to do Hospitalities, Ahnsdeeds, and other 

(fl) Gillwrl, U4— lis. 
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works of charity, in the places where Churches were founded, 
— that certain ample possessions were assigned to the Prelates 
of that Church by the Founders for the good purposes afore- 
said — that the Kings, Earls, Barons, and Nobles, as Lords 
and Advowees, had and ought to have the custody of the said 
Prelacies during the voidances, &c.— that the King was para- 
mount and immediate Advowee [or Patron] of the Holy Church 
of England. It seems, therefore, that the King seizes the 
Tetoporalties as immediate Lord, or by Ro3'al Prerogative. 

In these cases, the King appointed a Cuslos, who accounted 
to the Crown for the Temporahies during the vacancy. 
But afterwards, when Escheatries were first introduced, the 
respective Escheatora used upon a vacancy to seize the Tem- 
poralties for the King, and each accounted for the same as part 
of his Kscheatry, and the succeeding Bishop could not have 
possession of them without a Writ of Restitution, which con- 
tinues in use to this day. It need not be insisted on here 
that in former times the Bishoprics were kept long void, for 
the sake of the Revenue (a). 

When the Sheriff or other officer received a debt due from 
any person to the King, he was, by the Statutes and Customs 
of the Exchequer, to give such Debtor an Acquittance or Tally 
of Discharge, and afterwards to acquit the Debtor at the Ex- 
chequer; this was sometimes omitted to be done, and com- 
plaints arose, upon which the Crown would sometimes issue 
Writs of Inquiry into the several Counties. At length the Sta- 
tute 22 Hen. III. was made to punish Sheriffs, Sec. 

In 15 Edw. II., it was directed by the King that when the 
Sheriff came to account, he was to warn all Bailiffs of Liberties 
within his County thereof, that all who had Tallies of the 
Exchequer touching things within his Account might come 
and obrain allowance thereupon (b). 

The .Sheriff's Account was wont to be divided into certain 
formal parts: — I. His Prefer. '2. V'isvs Compoti, or View of 
tlie Account. 3. Summa, or making the sum. 

J, The Profer was a prepayment made by the Sheriff out 
of the Issues of his Bailiwick twice in the year. The Treasurer 
and Barons were anciently present ai the Prefers, and the 
Sheriffs were apposed before them upon the Summonses of the 
Exchequer; they were aftcrivards personated by the Corsitor 
Baron (c). 

It was the duly of the Deputy Usher of the Exchequer, when 

" e Cursitor Baron sat in the Tally Court on Sheriffs' Accounts, 

call the Sheriffs and BaiUffs of Liberties to make their 

.) M«clox, 101— -im. [hj Id. hC9, 671, to Vcriion, 02 ; Gllbpil, \lb. 
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Profers (o). We fiinl it stated in Stat. 3Gco. I. c. 15, sect. 2, 
that the Profers payable into the Receipt of the Exchequer 
remained as they anciently were, although many of the Rcnta 
and certainties had been alienated from the Crown, and power 
was given to the Treasurer. Chancellor, and Barons, to reduce 
the sums chargeable on the Sheriffs on the Rolls of Profers. 
These Profers were put an end to by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. 
c. 99, sect, 2. 

2. The View was the entrance or forepart of the Account, 
which stood whilst the Sheriff was clearing his Account, by pro- 
ducing his warrants, vouchers, &c., by virtue of which he was 
to have allowance or discharge of any sums charged against 
him (b) ; for whilst the King's money remained in the hands 
of the Sheriffs, Farmers, or others, it was usual for the King, 
his Chief Justicier or other Great Officers of his Court, or 
the Treasurer, or Barons of tlio Exchequer, to order such 
Sheriffs or Farmers to make provisions and payments of divers 
sorts. This was done by virtue of a Writ from the King or 
some of his Ministers, wliich Writ was called Warantum (tha 
Sheriff's Warrant), and upon producing it he had allowance 
made to him for so much on his Account. They also paid Alms 
and Liveries, provided provisions of victuals, and divers neces- 
saries of clothes for the King himself, the Royal Family, and 
the King's Domestice and Retitincrs. In ihe &th Hen, II., 
the Sheriffs of London had allowance for a Robe provided for 
the Queen, and for the King's Helmet and Girdle. In 13 
Hen. II. the Sheriff of Susses had allowance for the equipment 
of three ships that went with the King's Daughter to Saxony, 
They used to pay for provisions and expenses relating to War, 
Arms, Garrisons, Knighthood, &c. (c) . Also creation money (d). 
Also for the Diets and Charges of the Justices of Assize.. — See 
Stat, i and 3 fdw. VI. c. 4. As to niatteia of discharge 
allowed to Sheriff — see pp. 66, 67, of this work, showing the 
nature of the charge and discharge on the Pipe Roll. 

For the View, see Sect. 5 of the Articles annexing the 
Court of Augmentations to the Court of Exchequer, p. 16, of 
this work 

3. After the View, the Sheriff proceeded to make or cast his 
Sum. The Sheriffs sum was made at the end of his Account. 
No Sheriff (says the Record) rendering his Account ought to 
offer, at his getting an allowance of his Tallies, or to desire 
that the sum of his Account may be made up. until he has fully 
accounted for all the Summonses of the Exchequer relating 
to his County, and for al! his receipts (e). Several months 
commonly elapsed between the Sheriflfs last Prefer and his 
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Bum. Many things were necessary to he taken in charge by 
the Sheriffs and made parcel of their Accounts, upon which 
Eumetimes doubts and questions arose that could not well be 
discussed and resolved on the sudden, of which sort were 
seizures of Lands and Rents, levies of Deodands, forfeited chat- 
tels, &c. (a). In the Pipe Office they kept, in a Roll apart, a 
particular account of all the seizures with which the Sheriff 
was charged, the total of which came in as an item in his 
general account (6).— See under the head '■ Seizures." p. 76. 

The Sheriff appeared at his day of Prefixion in the Exche- 
quer to make his final account before the Treasurer and Barons, 
or their rcpresentativfij in more modern times, the Cursitor 
Baron, before whom he took an oath of his Accounts of issues 
and profits being true and lawful, and that he had made true 
answers to the summons ofthe Pipe and tireenwax. 

Vernon, p. 16. states, that upon tlie final determination of the 
Sheriffs Account, his whole charge and discharge was read 
and cast up in open Court, before the Treasurer and Barons, 
in the presence of the Treasurer's Hemembrancer, Clerk of the 
Pipe, Comptroller, and other officers, and two Auditors at least 
for casting up the accounts. As to the Auditors, see also 
sect. 9 of the Articles annexing the Court of Augmenta- 
tions to the Exchequer, p. 16 of this work. He there charged 
himself with all sucli Tarms, Bents, and other Debts as were 
written out in the Summons of the Pipe. To such Farms, 
Rents, and other Debts as he charged himself with was marked 
against the sums by the Clerk of the Pipe and Controller on 
tlieir respective Rolls, T. or tot (or o'ni); that is to say, 
{oneratur nisi hiibeat sufficientem exoneratiovem) (c). The Sheriff' 
was apposed on the Greenwax before the Foreign Apposer, 
after tne appointment of that officer. The whole was cast up in 
the Great Roll, including his Foreign Account and Greenwax, 
by the First Secondary of the Pipe ; and he was to pay all that 
remained due on the foot of his Account not formerly paid at 
his Profers, unless he had good cause of discharge. And to 
such sums as he stated were illcviable or dead, &c., NickH diem 
clausit extremum was marked against them ; these were put 
into the Schedule of tlie Pipe, and sent to the Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer for stronger Process to the next Sheriff (rf) ; or 
Commissioners were appointed to inquire, and if the debts 
were found to be worth nothing, they were put into an Exaii- 
nual Roll, pursuant to the statute of Rutland, 12 Edw. L 

The Sheriff was discharged by sufficient warrant, or by 
Tally. He had two sorts of Tallies;—!. The Tally of 
Profers, which was for what he paid in us farmer of the 

(a) Madox,62B. fiaS. (&) Glllmt, 72. 73; Vernmi, 23. 2J. 

(e) Venion, 13. 16. 34, 2<i; Cokci^lh IriM, 116; Gildcrl, Ui, HE. 
(/) Veiuon, 8— 13. 
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county. 2. The Tally ol' Reward, which was anciently an al- 
lowance of charge to the Bailiff on what he had gathered, for 
the King's Bailiffs were to be allowed for their expenses and 
trouble in the collection. It would seem that belbre 34 and 
35 Hen. VIII. c. 16, the Treasurer made out the Tally of 
Reward for the Sheriff's charges thus: — the Receiver of the 
Tallies examined the Bill of charges brought by the Sheriff, 
and the trouble he was at in attending at the Assizes and 
Sessions ; it was then brought before the Treasurer, and if he 
allowed the same, he and the Receiver signed the Bill, which 
was a warrant for the Tally to be struck for the sum, and this 
was entered in the Pellis Exitus, and the Tally was delivered 
to the Sheriff, who deducted it from his Balance. This began 
from the extraordinary charge the Sheriff had in treating the 
Judges and Justices at the Assizes and Sessions; for when 
the Justices in Eyre, who went from place to place, and lived 
privately, were turned into Justices of Assize, they were 
treated by the Crown, for they could not go privately from 
town to town fa). 

Stat. 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. c. 16, toolc away all Tallies of 
Reward, but entitled the Accountant to bring in his Disburse- 
ments to the Treasurer, and to have an allowance without 
such Tally. By Stat. 2 and 3 Edw. VI. c. 4, he might 
obtain it by Tally of Reward, or by Account before the 
Treasurer, and by that Statute he might have an Allowance 
by Petition to the Treasurer, and the common method for 
such allowance by the Treasurer was for the Judges of Assize 
to certify the Bill to be reasonahle (6). By Stat. 3 and 4 
Will. I"V. c. 99, the claims of Allowances to Sheriffs, usually 
called Bills of Cravings, are to be preferred to the Treasury, 
and a warrant, under the hands of three or more of the 
Lords of the Treasury, authorizes such allowance to be made 
in the Accounts of the Sheriffs, 

If, upon casting the Sheriffs' Accounts they equally balanced, 
the Clerk of the Pipe made out the Quietus, which was a copy 
of the whole Record, both of the Charge and Discharge, 
'J'his was made out by the Clerk of the Pipe, because he was 
the Keeper of the Great Roll. He had the Accountant's 
Tally, and discharged him, and the Chamberlain kept the 
counter Tally to charge the Receipt (c). 

If the Sheriff was in Debt to the Crown he could not have 
a Quietus till he paid the Balance, for which he was obliged to 
strike a Tally, If the Crown was in debt to the Sheriff, the 
Surplusage was thus recorded :— The Clerk of the Pipe made 
out the Surplusage, and upon the Constat upon the Pipe an 
order of Court was obtained that the amount should be paid 



(a) Oillieil, 151. 
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by any other Accountant that had money in hts hands, and 
such Order was a Discharge to the accounting Sheriff for so 
much as he had paid to the other Sheriff. The reason of this 
was, that when money was paid into the Receipt of the 
Exchequer, it could never be delivered Iheiice but by the 
King's Seal, for it had become a charge upon the Teller, from 
which he had no discharge but by showing the Seal of the 
Crown. But by 3 Geo. I., c. 15, such Sheriff might apply to the 
Lord Treasurer, who would pay it upon a Certificate being 
produced from the Clerk of the Pipe (a). 

If the Siieriff came at the Utas of Michaelmas and pro- 
ceeded to tot himself, and departed without paying in his 
Prefers, an Attaclimont, Capias, or Distringas was issued— 
he then had to account in the custody of the Marshal ; but 
afterwards another way was taken with backward Sheriffs, viz., 
by giving a warrant to the Serjeant-at-Arms to take the 
Sheriff into custody: this course began when Lord Salisbury 
was Treasurer, about 8 Jac. I. (b). 

When the Sheriff had finished his account, he was said to be 
Cast out of Court: this manner of speech began when the 
Sheriff's oHice was advantageous and continued at the pleasure 
of the King, for then it was an obloquy to him to quit his 
office, and therefore he was said to be Cast out of Court. 

If the Shcriif could not gather the Crown licnts which he 
should tot, he applied by petition to a Baron, and made 
affidavit that he could not find the Lands, and then he had an 
£xm de Anno; he was exonerated, but it was a charge to the 
succeeding Sheriff (c). 

Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99 [passed 29th August, 1833], 
makes considerable alteration with respect to the collection 
of the Land Revenue and Accounts of Sheriffs, and other 
Accountants. 

Sect. 2 directs that for the future it shall not be necessary 
for any Sheriff in England or Wales to sue out any Patent or 
Writ of Assistance, or to make or pay Prefers, nor shall any 
Bailiff or Bailiffs of Liberties in England or Wales be required 
to make or pay any Profers ; nor shall he or they have any 
day of prefixion, or be apposed, or take any Oath or Oaths 
before the Cursitor Baron to account, &c. 

Sect. 8 directs the Accounts of Sheriffs within England 
(except the Counties Palatine of Chester, Lancaster, and 
Durham) for the future to be examined and audited by the 
Commissioners for auditing Public Accounts. 

Sect. II directs the Claims of Sheriffs, called the Bill of 
Cravings, to bo settled by the Treasury. 

Sect. 12 relieves the Sheriffs from the collection of the Quit 



(o) Gilbert, IS3-13S {b) Id. I5S. lafi. |r) Id. ISfi, 167. 
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Rents, and Viscontiel Rents, and other rents isEuing out of or 

Eayable to His Majesty in respect of any Honors, Manors, 
andx, Tenements, or Hereditaments, in England or Wales, 
and directs the same to be considered as part of the Land 
Revenue of the Crown, and to be under the care, management, 
and direction of His Majesty's Commissioners of Woods, 
Forests, and Land Revenues, and vests in them the same powers 
and authorities for collecting and enforcing the payment 
thereof as are ^ivcn to or vested in them for collecting, &c., 
any part of the Land Revenue. 

The Sheriff still receives Fines, Issues, &c, in the Counties, and 
accounts for the same. — Sec sect. 29 and 31 of the above Act. 



Accountants for the C' 



\ND Excise. 



1. Customs. 

The Collectors of Customs paid the moneys they received to 
the Receiver- General, who made up weekly certificates of 
Receipts and Payments, copies of which he sent to the 
Treasury and to the Commissioners of Customs, and paid 
weekly into the Exchequer the money remaining in his hands, 
and there received hia Tallies, He took an oath before a 
Baron, and passed his Accounts (which are part of the Foreign 
Accounts) yearly with the Auditor (Auditor of Imprests, 
now Commissioners of Audit), and received his Quietus from 
the Pipe Office after his Tallies were joined. But now he 
receives his Acquittances from the Commissionersof Audit after 
they have declared his Account before the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. — See under the head Declared Accounts, p. 84 86. 

The Comptroller-General of Customs also made up and 
swore to a yearly account before a Baron, which was a check 
upon the Receiver-General (a), 

2. Excise. 

The original Institution of the Excise was by the Long 
Parliament 1643, 22nd July and 11th September, and con- 
tinued in following years (6). Eight Commissioners were 
appointed, and also Sub-Commissioners for Districts, and by 
the same Ordinance an Auditor was appointed to account for 
the Revenue to both Houses of Parliament. 

By Stat. l> Car. II. c. 23 and c. 24, a Chief Excise Office 
was directed to be erected in London, and officers to be 
appointed by the. King, two of whom were to be Commis- 
sioners or Governors, and the latter were directed to pay the 



(d) Gilhftt, 2-13, 247, 248. 
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Revenue into the Receipt of the Exchequer. But the course 
appears to have been for the Collectors to pay to a Receiver- 
General, who paid the same weekly into the Exchequer, and 
there, like other Accountants, received his Tallies. His 
accounts were viewed by the Treasury and audited by an 
Auditor appointed by the Crown, and from that Auditor he 
received his Quietus. The Accounts, however, were lodged in 
the Pipe (a). 



(a) Gilbert, 252, 253. 
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CHIEF REVENUE ROLLS, &c., 

EXPLANATORY OF THE COURSE OF THE EXCHEQUER. 



PiFK Roll. 



The Great Roll of the Exchequer, Rotulus Aonalis, called 
the Pipe Roll, so called because it was the Channel or Pipe 
for conveying the revenues into the Treasury or Receipt of the 
Exchequer (a), was the great medium of Charge and Discharge 
of Rents, Farms, aud Debts due to the Crown, containing 
anciently the Accounts of the whole of the Revenues of the 
Crown digested under the heads of the several Counties, and 
these were annually written out, in order to charge and dis- 
charge the Sheriffs and other Accountants, 

In ancient times there were many ways of putting debts in 
charge:— By virtue of the King's Writ.^by theWrit or personal 
testimony of the Chief Juslicier. or other Justicier or Baron, — by 
judgment or award of the Court, — by the Rolls of Estreats, — by 
the Original or Estreats of Chancery, — by the aclinowledgment 
of parlies, and hy other ways, as will be seen as we proceed 
(b). — See under the head " Process," p. 45. 

From the Roll of the preceding yeur and the Nora Oblata 
of Estreats, the Clerk of the Pipe anciently made the Annual 
Roll (c). In the ancient Dialogue, book I., ch. v., under the 
head Vhamberlahts, it states that the Treasurer furnished 
words for writing the Roll, according to what was levied. 
Again, in the same Dialogue, book II., ch. vi., is as follows : — 
"then the SheriiF delivers in order the King's Writs which 
have been sent him to the Chancellor's Clerk, who, after he 
has read them in public, gives them to the Treasurer to apply 
proper words for entering them on his Roll ; for he dictates, 
and the others who write take it from hini," The A'otvz Oblata 
are the Estreats since the making up of the last year's Roll, 
or accounts of the current year (rf). The Great Roll was 
finally made up upon the Sheriffs bringing in their Accounts. 
Thus the Sheriff was constituted in Michaelmas Term, and in 
Hilary the first summons of the Pipe and Greenwax was issued ; 
the first contained the Corpus Comitatus, and the Farms that 
were in arrear the former year, and the Greenwax contained 
the casualty that had been estreated before the end of Hilary, 
and on these Writs the Sheriff' answered at the Utas of Easter. 
The answer of each Sheriff was written down on the Pipe Roll, 

('0 ^'enloll, in \ MBdux, 243: Coke'i llli Irigt. inG. 
(6) Madui, 70G. (c) (iWhen, 78. {dj lit. gl, ||5. 
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and these BolU packed together made the Roll of the year ; 
on lliis account the Holl runs in words of the present tense, 
because the SheriBF then rendered the Account, which was 
marked r. c. or c. r,, that is, reddit computum, upon each 
particular charged in the Writs, so that on the first Writ lie 
accounted for the Oblata of the preceding year ; but the Nova 
Ohlata did not come on the Great Roll till after Michaelmas, 
because the Sheriff did not answer for them till the second 
process. The Foreign Apposer cast up what was totted and 
sent it to the Pipe, and a Schedule was made of what was 
nichilled, which Schedule is called Schedula Pipce. this was 
transcribed by the Treasurer's Remembrancer in his Book, 
which is also called Schedula Pipa, and from hence the second 
summons of the Pipe was made out, and on the return of 
the second summons the Sheriff was to answer to the Nova 
Oblata of his own year (a). 

In the Ancient Dialogue of the Exchequer, book II., chap. 
ii., it is stated that the Sheriffs' Accounts were not passed but 
only viewed in Easter Term, therefore scarcely anything then 
transacted was reduced to writing; but the whole was reserved 
for the other Term, when everything was carefully and 
regularly entered upon the Great Annual Roll when the year 
was closed, and it became an Annual Roll. 

Sir Matthew Hale thus describes this matter: — "The Sum- 
mons of tile Pipe had annexed to it the charge for which the 
Sheriff was answerable, viz., those which were charged upon 
himself ,™6 nomine Vicecomitis, and those which were charged 
upon others. 

" The charge commonly began with the following Annual 
Revenue :— 

De Corpore Comitatiis (or if in farm, as it was in most 

Counties as early as King Stephen) (b). 
De firma de Corpore Com. . . . £100 bl. [blanc] 
De numero Comitatus .... 10 
De proficuo Comitatiis (or if in farm) 
De firma de proficua Com. ... 30 

"And then the sum in gross charged upon the Sheriffs for 
divers small rents, and then afterwards all those Farms that 
were charged upon particular persons seriatim and in order. 
And according to the order wherein they were written out to 
the Sheriff, so in effect the Accounts were passed, and the 
entries made thereof in the Great Roll of the Pipe. The 
particulars in the Writ were the charge of the Sheriff, to 
which he was to give answer upon his Account, and then were 
entered his discharges. 

" And although the certain Debt of the Sheriff could not be 
known before the finishing of his Account, because it could 

(n) ttlllwtt, 95, Wfi, 117. (*■) M«iloi, 253. 
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not be known what he levied and paid, &c. (which account 
was not until the end of hin year), yet it seems there was 
anciently an estimate what thia constant charge of the annual 
revenue amounted unto, and what the constant allowances 
amounted unto, according to a medium, or possibly according 
to those Farms and gross sums which were charged immediately 
upon Ihe Sheriff «tii Homi'ne Vicecomitis. 

"The Sherifis answered for their Farms sometimes in blanc 
money, and sometimes in money numbered, which ordinarily 
made two titles of the Corpus Comitaius, viz.: — 
De corpore Comitaffls . £100 bl. 
De numero Comitat&s . 50 

" The Sheriffs ansivercd the rents in this manner, because the 
under-tenants so answered to them, according to the manner 
in which the Farms had been anciently granted out, and 
they were written out thus generally without expressing the 
several Viscontiel rents, but only tlio gross sums what they 
Amounted to iilaric or numero ; and the Sheriff on his account 
was accustomed to bring in a Viscontiel Soil containing those 
particular Viscontiel Rents, what they were, and what he had 
levied. By this it appears that in the first constitution of 
this Viscontiel Account tho Sheriff accounted for those Rents 
as Bailiff or Gustos, and answered what he levied, though they 
were written out and stood upon the Great Roll all in a lump ; 
and when the Sheriff accounted thus, he accounted as Gustos 
or Bailiff; but in process of time (but that very ancient) the 
Sheriff took the Corpus ComitatOs or Viscontiel Rents to farm. 

" So the Crementum Comitat&s also gradually grew into a 
Farm, as well as \Yi.e Projicua Comitatus. and the proceeding in 
both was much the same. In ancient times the Profieuum was 
answered by the Sheriff as Gustos or Bailiff (in some Counties, 
however, no mention is made of it). It will be found frequently 
when the Sheriff had the Corpus Comitatus in farm, yet for the 
Proficua he answered as Bailiff, sometimes higher, sometimes 
lower, as the profits arose." 

There is no doubt, upon an examination of the original 
Rolls, that the charge was first entered on the Pipe, whether 
in gross or in particular, and in so entering the Charge, space 
was left for entering the Discharge or answer of the Sheriff, 
and his answer was then entered after he had accounted, and 
the Discharge is entered in a different shade of ink, which 
shows the fact. Sometimes the Sheriff had a long statement to 
make in explanation of his account, and in such cases, where 
sufficient s]iace was not left in tho right place, a reference 
was made from thence to some other part of the Roll, or 
even to another roll of a different County, where space pro- 
bably on the dorse could be found, for instance, under the 
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Counly Wigorn (Worcester, Eliz. 7), llif Roll or membrane, as 
well as the dorse, is filled, at ihe end of which is the followinff 
reference to another portion of the account undt-T the head 
Bristol : — Q'iere res hiifits compi pott res WigorTtpost Bristol. 

And under the head Briatti, where nearly the whole of one 
membrane of the dorse was blank, a further portion of the 
Baid account is accordingly entered, with another reference as 
; — Quere res hujus compi post adkuc res Wigorn post Ncii-R 
ainder of the account is accordingly 



where the r 



Castrum, 
found. 

The above is only oi 
Roll. 

Probably all the Ci 



! among many examples on the same 



\ which made up ihe Pipe Roll 
were kept separate until all the Sheriffs had accounted, and 
their answers or discharges duly entered up, and then they 
were all fastened or packed together at the head. 

The Great Roll of the Pipe was the current charge on the 
Sheriff", and was properly the Lord Treasurer's Roll, as the 
Duplicate thereof was the Chancellor's Roll, the latter being 
a check on the former. After ihe appointment of a Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequerj he succeeded to the King's Chancel- 
lor's Roll through the medium of an officer called the Comp- 
troller of the Pipe, who was in fact the Clerk of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer as Ihe Clerk of the Pipe Roll was the Clerk 
of the Treasurer. 

The earliest Pipe Roll preserved is that of 31 Hen. I. (1130), 
and is the most ancient Record of the Exchequer, except 
Domesday. 

There waS a settled form of entering the Accounts on the 
Pipe Roll; for example, when the Sheriff' accounted, as farmer, 
I his account consisted of several parts, namely, the Corpus Comi- 
\ tatfis, — TAe remanetisfimue post Terras datns, — The Crementum (a) 
(if any),- — The Prqficuum, or Jirma de projicuo {bj.— The Issues 
of Escheats and Purprestnres, — Fines, Oblatas, Amerciaments, 
— Escuages, Aids, Tallages, arid casual Profits, — Famts or Issues 
of Towns, Burghs, Guilds, or Lands which are within the 
Sheriff^s charge, and the like. 

The Corpus Comitatus, or Body of ihe Shire, consisted of 
several Manors and Lands, which being let or committed 

(a) The ReiiU, c&Iled Cnmeiilum ComilalGB, w«re Mveral brms that had been in 
pailiculor &rm> to Ibe SliBrifT, and weie iflerwardi thrown into the Ciirpm CnmitalQi, 
and [<aid into Ihe Giunty Court, inateail of the Ku>k'« Court ; for example, the King 
had Kveml lanili lield by Cnniags (a tenure ol landi Ihe leniee of which'wai to blow 
a hom upon wi alarm of an iuvoiiun uf the Scots. &c.) or Caitle-d'uard, or Caille- 
Ward {all impoiicion for mainlaining Ihise who watched, &c., the Ca^le). when aiiy 
of tbne wfie Rranled avray, ihe Sheriff a<H:aunted dt rtmantnlt Crmaili Corporii 
U.m.(a/i*.— Gilbert, 7U— 72. 

(k) The Piufiti of tlie .SherifTi Court nrai a(1erwa>dt cliarged in the Corpui Con.i- 
(atna. TlwM wen- the Profit, of the SlierifTi Tonia and of the Counly Court.— Gilbert, 
73, 149, ISO. 
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together unto the SherilT, matle the fuini out of which the 
annual Farm to the Crown arose. Those Lands and Manors 
were generally such as lay within the Sheriffs county (a). 
After some time instead of writing in all the particulars which 
made up the body of the county or the Corpus Comitates, the 
gross sum was set down, and the Sheriff accounted for the 
particulars from a Roll which he kept in his custody. In pro- 
cess of time the King charged the Manors and Lands which 
made up the Corjins Comitatm with certain payments of Alms 
and Liveries. The King also granted away part of the said 
Lands ; hence came the distinction of the Terree data:. For, 
when several of the Lands, out of which the Sheriff's farm 
should arise, were granted away, it was fit he should have an 
allowance or deduction of so much as the Terra; datm, or the 
Lands granted away, amounted to in the Corpus ComitaISs ; 
and the sum to be answered for after that deduction was called 
Semanens firma post Terras ilatas. Besides the Terr<E datte, 
there were several constant and settled payments made by the 
Sheriff, as noticed above, out of the Corpus Comkatus; tlie 
ElemosywB and Liberaiiones constitutes (the settled Alms and 
Liveries), and the Tertius denarius Comitaius (the Third Penny 
of the County due to the Earl out of the fines and profits of the 
County Courts, — two-thirds to the King, and one-third lo the 
Earl); also casual payments, such as disbursements for provi- 
sions, Btc. They had a way to compute the value of the several 
things which made up the Corpus Comitatas "hcnsoever part 
thereof was gnmted away. In making this valuation, they 
used to say, such a Manor or Land is valued in Corpus Comita- 
tes so much; thus a Manor amounted to £50 in the Corpus 
Comitatisi the £50 was divided and granted thus — to the Ab- 
bess, 1 00s ; I oG. Fletcher, .^0*.; to T. Basset, i'42. iOs. (6). 

Again, in the 54th of Hen. IIL, relating to the manner of 
entering the Sheriffs' Accounts in the Great Roll, it was 
directed that the Sheriffs were to he diligently apposed con- 
cerning the Debts, and as to such as had not been levied, they 
were to stand in the Great Roll with the letter D. set againsi 
each Debtor's name. And at the end of the Sherifi's Account, 
the following Title was to lie written :— " The Debts of sundry 
persons having the letter D. set before their names in such a 
Roll," which were to go out in Summons yearly; and if the 
Sheriff answered or received any part, the letter D. was lo be 
taken away, and it was to be written : He (the debtor) 
answereth in the Great Roll, and such debts were to be put 
in charge there, and the debtors discharged {c) . The Pipe 
Office was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, 

(o) GilbeM, 69, 7S, U8. (ft) Mftdnx, 61!/— 633. U) Id. 654. 
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At length, the Revenues, instead of all being entered on the 
Pipe Roll, came to be divided, as will be seen by the following: — 

KsCHEATfi. 

In the times of Hen- II., Rie. 1,, and John, some of the 
amaller Escheats were usually holden by ihe Shoiiff'd of the 
County where they lay, who answered for thorn in the Great 
Rolls, under the Title De Propresturis et Escfetis- And when 
Escheats came to the Crown, the Justices Ilinerant took care 
to have them seized, and put in charge to Sheriffs or other 
officcry. About the end of the reign of Hen. II. they began 
to form anEscheatry; for at that time the Escheats, lying 
in several counties, were placed together and particular rolls 
made of them. In the reign of Ric. I., the smaller Escheats 
in the several counties were committed to one or more per- 
sons, who answered for the profits, and the Bolls of their 
Accounts are called Rotuli de Enccetis. In subsequent times 
the Eschuatry was managed by officers, called, at first, Cirstodes 
Esca'taruvt, or Esceetria', and afterwards Eschcators (a). About 
the end of the veign of Hon. III. the Kingdom was divided 
into two Escheatries, — I. Citra Trent am ; II. Ultra Trentam. 
This system ceased for a time after about 3 Edw. I., from 
which time the Sheriffs were the Escheators. Edw. I. or- 
dained that Sheriffs sliould be Escheators in their respective 
counties ; it was so in the 5th and 9th Edw. I. {b). This fact 
may assist in assigning a date to a Slatulo, called Les Estatuz 
del Eschekere, which is placed in vol. i. p. 197 of the Authentic 
Statutes as of uncertain date; in which Statute it is ordained 
that the Sheriffs of England shall be Escheators in their re- 
spective counties, except that the Sheriff of Cumheiland was 
to be I'lselieator in Westmorland and Lancaster; the Sheriff of 
Nottingham, in Rutland ; the Sheriff of Gloucester, in Wor- 
cester ; and the Sheriff of Devon, in Cornwall. I3y this Statute 
it was also appointed that three persons were to be appointed to 
go throughout the realm to survey and find out the Wards 
and Fscheats from j-ear to year, and the Sheriffs, by their 
counsel, were to let the saR:e to farm or otherwise. In the lOth 
of Edw. I., the system oF Escheator, Citra and Ultra Trent, 
had revived, and continued till about 8 Edw. III., but with 
some ejcceptions in favour of particular counties About 8 
h dw. III. Ihe Escheatry south of Trent was formed into seven 
Escheatries; and the district north of Trent (exclusive of Lan- 
caster formed an eighth Escheatry. Probably other divisions 
may have arisen with an independent Escheator, till about 
Hen. v., when the division of the country into Escaelorial dis- 
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tiicts, as they afterwards continued, becari.e complete, extept 
ihat particular cities or towns ubtaiaed the privilege of having 
their own E8chfator(a). 

If any Lands were seized by the Escheator, and upon a 
cDinmission were so rciurned iii'.o the Exchegncr, or if any 
Escheator ciiarged himself with uoy escheated Lands upon Iiis 
Account, then such Lands were put up to auction, and lie that 
would give the greatest rent was to be the Lessee thereof; 
and the Escheator was charged in his Account. 

The Escheator accounted before a Baron and an Auditor, 
and he might seize without any ojfice found, where the Law east 
ihe Freehold upon the King; as if an Alien purchase Lands 
and dies, there the Law casts the Freehold upon ihe King, and 
the Escheator may enter, without any office found by tiie 
King's Writ, because the Alien can have no heir; but tlie 
Escheator cannot enter in the life time of the Alien without an 
t^ce found by the King's Writ. 

There were two sons of offices; one oi' iitiituUfig aad another 
of insfruetion. The office of intituling was always by Inqui- 
sition, found by Commission under the Great Seal, for the King 
could not take but by matter of Record. The King's officers 
could not enter upon other men's possessions until the Jury 
had found the King's Title; but when the King's Title ap- 
peared oil Record, his officers might enter witiiout any office 
found; as where the Lands arc held of the Crown and the 
Tenant dies without heirs, the ofGcers of the King may enter, 
because the Tenure whereby the King's Title appears is upon 
Record. Yet there were always Offices of Instruction found 
(that is to say), the Escheator was bound virtute officii to hold 
an Inquest by way of instruction, and to return the same either 
into the Chancery or Exchequer. See Stat. 34 Edw IIL c. 13, 
and 18 Hen. VI. c 7. By Stat. 1 Hen. VIII. c. 8, the Es- 
cheatora were to sit in open places, and the SherifTs were to 
return Jurors, and the Inquisition was to be taken by Inden- 
ture, one part to remain with the Foreman of the Jury, and 
the other part was to be returned into Chancery or Exchequer, 
and from the Chancery it was to be transcribed and sent into 
the Exchequer. But if the Freehold be cast upon the Crown, 
though the Escheator could not seize virtute officii, yet he 
might have a Writ of Seizure from the Exchequer, and thereby 
take an office of Instruction, because such Lands being in the 
King without office, were within the Survey of the Escliequer. 
These offices of Instruction settled the annual value of the 
Lands, and by that value the Kscheaturs accounted, unless the 
Court, upon putting it up to auction, found any person that 



(a) &«■ Mr. lIuLlcc't 
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would give more for the Lands, and then they were let by Lease 
under the Exchequer Seal (a). 

The Commissions out nt Chancery were either directed to 
the Sheriff or to the Eseheator, anrf the Inquisitions found 
thereon were returned in his roll of Escheats, and the Sheriff 
or Eseheator was accountable respectively on the foot of such 
Inquisition. If the Inquisition were taken by the Sheriff, then 
the Estreat was drawn down on the Pipe Roll, for all Tenend" 
of Patents, and all the Lands and Tenements with which the 
Sheriff was to be charged, were, by the Clerk of the Pipe, drawn 
out of the Grand Roll of Estreats and placed upon the Pipe 
Roll, to be delivered in charge to each respective Sheriff, And 
those Lands, &c, with which the Eseheator was to be charged, 
were extracted out of the Roll by the King's Remembrancer, 
and together with the other offices of Instructions issuing out 
of the Court of Exchequer, made the charge of the Eseheator 
before the Auditor and Baron, and for these he accounted an- 
nually; and these Rolls were transcribed upon the Accountant's 
Roll, which was transferred into the Pipe Office as part of the 
Archives of the year. 

So that the Pipe Rolls were the current charge on the 
Sheriff; and the Accountant's Roll the current charge on the 
other accountable officers (6). 

In the time of Elizabeth, the Escheators were discharged 
from making Accounts of any new Escheats, the same being put 
in charge in the Court of Wards. When necessary, now a 
Commission issues (c). The Lord Mayor, however, is still 
Eseheator of London. 

It may be seen by the Pipe Roll of 7 Eliz., Bedford and 
Bucks, inat the Sheriff answered for such Debts as the Eschea- 
tors did not levy, by Process from the Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer's Office. 



ExANNALis Rolls. — Corpus ComitatCb. 

By the Statute commonly called the Statute of Rutland, 12 
Edw. I. {d), it was ordained that, for the future, the Corpus 
Comitatus, instead of being written afresh every year, as was 
the custom in the Great Roll of the Pipe, should be written in 
a particular Roll by itself. The intention was to separate that 
part of the Corpus Comitatfts that had been granted away, 
which was called Terra; dates from the remainder, which re- 
mainder was called in the Great Roll Bemanens JirmtB post 



(a) Gilbert, 109—113. (t) M. 113. 114. ft) Vmioii, 

" " ■ ' ■ iroperly ■□ called, or ihoiild li be ihc Siatule i.t lii 

' -' ' 'le Slalur™, il it placed oa 10 Edw. 1. 
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Terras ilafas. Thus was formed Ihe Rolls called Corpus Comi- 
tafih. 

By the same statute, directions were given for forming an* 
other Koll. TTiere were certain matters put in charge on the 
Pipe Roll which could not be colk ited ; these were called Dead 
Farms and Desf/erate Debts- It w ,\a tiirected that there should 
bo a separate Roll formed for thi'se, intituled ComiCatus, vihich 
was only to be read yearly upon the SherifTa accovjnts, in order 
for him to see if any could be collected. Theee \io\\a event- 
ually came to be known under the Title of Exannalis Rolls (a). 
It would seem from the Statute of Rutland, that it was the inten- 
tion to establish two separate Bulls; but ihe next year the 
Corpus ComitatQs of each county w as written in a separate Roll, 
and in that Roll the Dead Farms and Desperate Debts were 
also entered (b). The above enactment of 12 Edw. f. was not 
fully carried out for some centuries after, and the Sheriff was 
constantly charged with debts which it was well known could 
not be levied. At length it was set forth, in an order of the 
Court of Exchequer, 6ih July 1650, touching the Sheriffs' 
Farms and Viscontiel Rents, " that the Sheriffs stood charged on 
" the Great Roll with divers sums of money in Gross auh nomine 
" Vicecomitis under the several Titles of De rem' Firm' Cora" 
" post terras dalas. — De vctcribus Cri Comitatus. — De Firma 
" de proficuo Comitatus, — De Cornagio, — De Warda Castri, — 
" De Fivma perprestur' et escset, — De diversis Firmis, — De 
" minutis particulis Serjant', — De tfia Assart' infra diversas 
■' Forestas, &c. And that the Sheriffs were and are still com- 
" manded by the Summons to levy the same, without e^^pressing 
'■ where, of whom, for what cause, or out of what Lands, &c., the 
'■ sameareparticularlytobelevied, or out of what particulars the 
" said sums in Gross arise," and thereupon directions were given 
to the Clerk of the Pipe and other officers to search out from the 
Kcmembrancers' Books, Viscontiels of Sheriifs and other Re- 
cords, making up the Farms so charged in Gross, distinguishing 
which and how much of those particular rents had been and 
are to be yearly answered, and the others which had not been 
answered, &c., for 40 years, to be removed out of the Annual 
into the Exannual Roll; and an enactment with reference to 
this was made in the time of Car. II. After this, the parti- 
culars of those Rents and Viscontiels that made up the Sheriffs' 
farms formerly Dc Rem' Firmte post Terras datas, and De 
Cremcnto Comitatiis, and also those rents that were charged in 
Gross, as De diversis Firmis, — De minutis particulis Seijanti- 
arum, and such other charges in Gross were wholly left out, 

(a) These Rolls are particularly nolicrd fti Exuinalii RoIIb, io the 2%i Bcport uf 
SelacI Com. on Finance, 1707, pp. 13 ami lOtl. They ate alii> tneutianHlii. Veniou'i 
Conaideratioiu for Regulaling Ihe Kxchequer. Aln in Stal. 14 Car. U. 0.31,1.4. 

(i) MadDI, 63f<. 
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and instead thereof such particular rents and Viscontielii as 
made up formerly those iaima and gross charges, as could be 
discovered, were particularly written out in the Summons of 
the Pipe and in the Great ItoU, under the Title of the several 
Hundreds wherein the villa lay that were char(fed, or had 
Lands within them. And thus the form of the charge which 
had continued from the earliest time down to the Stat, of 
Rutland, 12 Edw. 1., and Irom thence to 1650, as to the 
Farms and gross sums, was changed, to the great ease of the 
Sheriff, the Court, and the People (a). 



Foreign Kolls of Accounts. 

In process of time a distinction began to be made of what 
belonged to the Pipe Boll, and what was Foreign thereto. 
And we find about the reign of Edw. I, that separate rolls, 
called Foreign Accounts, hegan to be formed. 

The earliest Foreign Roll yet discovered among the heap of 
undigested Pipe Records appears to contain inatter as early as 
21 to 35 Edw. [., and continued into the next reign, though 
the first part does not seem to warrant so early a date. Tne 
earlier part, however, may be debts of the years preceding the 
actual date of the Roll. The following account of its contents 
will convey a notion of the matter entered on the early 
Foreign Rolls :^ — 

1. It commences with the account of Rich. Oysel, for the 
Issues of the Manor and Town of Burton-upon-Humber, for 
the years "i? to 34 Edw. I. 

2. Account of the Issues of the Town of Kingston- upon - 
Hull. 

3. Divers Accounts of the Collectors of Tallage. 

4. Accounts of the Cuatos of the King's Lands, Manors, &c., 
in Holderness. 

5. An Account of the Biahoprick of Chichester, Sede 
vacant e. 

6. Account of the Issues of the Stewardship of the County 
of Cornwall, and of the Castles of Tyntagel, &c., and all 
the Lands, Tenements, Stannaries, and Coinage in the said 
county, formerly belonging to Edmund Earl of Cornwall. 
The iirst and other articles refer to Soils of Particulars, which 
the Accountant had delivered into the Exchequer. These 
Rolls of Particulars contain the detailed account, of which 
the flummary only is given in the Foreign Account. 

~ ' " r Ace 



7. A furtner Account of the same stewardship to the time 
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when the King granted the county, lands, &c., to Sir Peter 
de Gavaston. 

8. Account of Walter de Gloucester, the King's Escheator 
on this Side of Trent. 

9. Account of the Issues of divera Manors, and of the Farm 
of the City of Exeter. 

10. Accounts of the Stannaries of Devon. 

11. Accounts of the King's Mines in Devon and Cornwall, 
to which is prefixed the Indenture made between the Ac- 
countant and the Lord Treasurer, and others of the Council, 
for the management and workin<j the same. 

1'2. Account of the Temporalties of the Archbishop of 
York, seized into the King's hands. 

13. Accounts of the Issues of the Lands, &c., of Richard 
Fitz-Allan, late Earl of Arundel, in Shropshire, and the 
Welshery (that part of the Borders in which the Welsh 
language was spoKen), during his Son's minority ; and of the 
Manor of Milhara. in Norfolk. 

14. Account of the Bishoprick of Winchester, Sede vacante. 

15. Account oi" the Constable for the Castle, Town, and 
Barton oF Bristol. 

16. Account of the Abbey of St. Augustine's, Bristol, in the 
Vacancy of an Abbot. 

17. Account of the Bailiff of the Manors of Woodstock, &c. 

18. Account of the King's Stud at Woodstock and 
Cornebury. 

19. Accounts of the Castle and Honor of Knaresborough. 
•20. Accounts of the Keeper of the King's Exchanges 

(Cambiorum) at London and Canterbury. 

21. Account of the Citizens of Bayonne, for divers sums of 
money due to them from the King, and (or their receipt of 
Customs on Wool, &c., assigned to them until the debt should 
be paid. 

2'2. Accounts of the Collectors of ISths, granted to the King 
at Lincoln (2'J Edw. I.) for divers counties. 

23. Accounts of Tallage assessed, 32 Edw. I., in Cities and 
Towns. 

24. Accounts of the Collectors of the 30th and 20th, granted 
4 Edw. I., to make the King's eldest son a Knight, &c. 

25. Account of the Bailiff' of Kingston-upon-Hull and the 
Grange of Milton, granted to the King by the Charter of the 
Abbot and Convent of Mclsa. 

26. Divera accounts of Wools and Hides, seized and brought 
for the King's use at Yarmouth, &c. 
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Another Example of the Contents of a Foreign Roll, Com' 
mencing 1 and '2 Hen. VI. 

Accounts of the ofifiee ol Victualler, 8 Hen. V. 

of the issues of the Manors, &c., which belonged 

to the Countess of Hereford, 9 Hen. V. 

of moneys received for seamen's wages. 

of the Constableship of Windsor Castle, 8 Hen. V. 

and 1 Hen. VI. 

of the Sale of Rabbits in the Claryndon Park, 

9 Hen. V. 

of expenses of T. Rokehy, to and in France. 

of moneys received for the safe custody of the 

King's Land of Ireland, 7 Hen. V.. by the Earl 
of Ormond. 

of B Voyage from Southampton to Guscony. 

of the Expenses and Profits of the Exchange, 

&c. 

— of receipts for the custody, &c., of certain French 

prisoners, 

of the Issues of the Land, &c,, of certain Col- 

lectors of the 15th and 10th. 

of the Searches of the Port of Melcombe, 10 

Hen. V. to 2 Hen. VI. 

of 60 Chaldrons of Coals in the ship " Le Monc." 

of the Subsidy and Ulnage of Cloths sold in the 

County of Southampton, Ollen. V.to 1 Hen. VL 

of the Issues of Lands in the Forest of Rock- 

ingham. 

of the Costs and Expenses in cutting down the 

Underwood, &c., in the King's Park of Free- 
mantel. 

of a Voyage to Harfleur and Caen, &c. 

do. elsewhere, and various other Voyages. 

of the Receipts, Costs, and Expenses in a certain 

Embassy to the King of Portugal. 

of the Searcher at the Port of Lenne. 

of the Issues and Profits of the office of the Coroner 

of the Marshal's Court. 

of the Issues of various Lands. 

of the Issues of the Town of Clipston. 

of the Issues of the Temporalties of the Con- 

ventual Church of Raveneston. 
of the Custody of the Domus Conversomm. 

of the Costs and Expenses in repairing the Great 

Hall in Dublin Castle. 
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Accounts of the Issues and Profita of the Hundreds of 
Coteham and Bray, Co. Berke. 9 Hen. V. to 
2 Hen. VI. 

of the Receipts, Costs, and Expenses for divers 

persona sent from France to the King and 
Council. 

of the Issues of the King's Manors of Shene. 

of the Issues and Profits of the Constableship of 

the Castle of Fronusak, I to 7 Hen. V, 

of the Issues and Profita of certain Lands, &c., of 

the Prior of Dunmowe, rendered by the Sheriff. 
of ihe Issues of Lands in Maunsfield Wodehouse, 

Co. Nott.. by the Sheriff. 
-■ ■ ■ — of the Issues of the Hanaper of Chancery, 

1 Hen.VL 

of the Expenses for Repairing a Gaol, rendered by 

the Sheriff. 

of divers Goods and Chattels, &c., of Brother John 

Randolph. 

of Money received for maintaining the Walls, &c., 

of Rye. 

of Moneys received from Subsidies, &c., in the 

Port of Chiclieatcr, and other Ports, in aid of the 
Wall, &c., of Winchelsea. 
— — — of the Issues of the Duchy of Cornwall, 

of an Embassy to Rome, &c. 

In the 16th of Edw. II. certain provisions touching the Ex- 
chequer were made at York ; among other matters it was set 
forth that the Great Roll of one year was then larger than it 
was wont to be in three or four years in the time of the King's 
Ancestors; that there were several Accounts Cor former years 
slill in arrear, and that the business in the Exchequer daily in- 
creased ; and therefore it was ordained that two clerks, to be 
at the King's wages, should be employed to engross Ihe Foreign 
Accounts in aid of the engrosser of the Great Roll until the 
affairs of the Exchequer should be put in a better method of 
dispatch (a). 

On the Foreign Roll was entered the particulars of the 
charges against the Sheriffs, on their Foreign Account ; for 
example, all seizures, whether of lands or otherwise, waifs, 
strays, &c., &c., «cre entered here by the Auditors, copies of 
which were sent to them by the two Remembrancers. The 
seizures, however, seem to be entered altogether as a separate 
part of the Foreign Accounts. The total of these particulars 
of Seizures came as an Item on the Sheriffs General Account, 
which was called Remancntes JFirnuB Comitatvs post Summam 
Suam (fi). But it must be understood that there were other 
Accountants who accounted for the Foreign Accounts ; these 

(a) Miulux, TIU,?!"?; Cike's 41li Insl. lOfi. (6) Ciilb«i1,7a, 73; Voroon, 23. 
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Accounts contained also the supplies granted by Par- 
liament (a). The business of recording these Accounts (with 
the exception of the Kxcise Accounts) was talcen from the 
Pipe Office by Stat. 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c. J2I, and Slat. 2 and 3 
Geo. IV. c. 88, by which these Accounts were directed to be 
audited by the Commissioners of Audit, and inroiled in the 
office of the King's Tfemembrancer, and the Original Declara- 
tions of the Accounts to be returned to the Commissioners of 
Audit, and to remain there. 



Seizures. 

A separate Roll (part of the Foreign series) was kept in 
the Pipe Office for all Seizures which the Sheriff was charged 
with, the total o( which came in as an item in his general 
account, called Remaneiites Firma Comitatus post Summrim Suam, 
which was as much as to say that he had still those lands, &c. 
in hand, and was an item placed after his Viscontiels, The 
earliest Rolls yet found begin 1 Hen. VII.; they are in Coun- 
ties, and the Seizures are added year after year: it mentions the 
present, preceding, and subsequent Sheriff — so, says Gilbert, 
these accounts were made up when the Sheriff was cast out 
of Court (6), 

In the Dialogue, book II., ch, x., it is stated, " that when 
" the Itinerant Jusiices discovered matters which should be 
" seized, they rated them separately (rom the Farm of the 
" County, and delivered them to the Sheriff, to be answered 
" for separately, and arc called Purpresturos or Seizures. 
" These accounts are made up separatclj', because they are 
" due not by a perpetual but by a temporary right, which 
" seizures when made up, are entered on the Annual Roil." 

When any lands were seized. Process of Levari facias might 
be made to levy the mesne rates half-yearly, or oftener if 
required, uutil the principal debt was satisfied. When the 
Levari went out, the Lands in charge were written out from 
the Remembrancer's Office, to the Pipe, and from thence- 
forward those Lands were in charge on the Summons of ihe 
Pipe, and the Sheriff returned the Issues and Profits annually 
until (he outlawry was reversed, so that it seems thai upon 
the first issues they answered to the Levari before a Baron, 
and those issues were drawn out into the Pipe, in order to 
charge the Sheriff, that the next year the Summons of the 
Pipe might ^o out for the same issues, because the Lands 
were then within the complete charge of the Sheriff (c). 

These Rolls of Stizures contain the who!e particulars 
relating thereto, so Ihat when the Sheriff uaa i-harged with a 
Seizure, his explanation is set forth how he accounted for the 



(a) Bwoid Reiwr 



(ft) GiUitrr. 73. 73. 



same, whether by payment or expenditure, and by what 
warrant. The sum total is set forth at the end, and then it 
is Slated where he accounted for the same, i.e., in what Roll. 
Then follows his account of Felons' Goods, Waifs, Strays, &c. 
These accounts were audited before a Baron and Clerk, or 
Auditor, whose names are set forth at the beginning of the 
Account, thus, — 

, ,.. lA.B. Baron. 

Anditors.jp jj_ Clerk. 

It may bo seen by the Roll lor Oxfo.J, I651 to 1052, that 
they were siibscquenlly entered on the Views of Accounts in 
the Treasurer's Remembrancer's Uihce. 

All seizures (after the Account was made up) were charged 
in the Account of the following year, for example, in the 
Sheriffs Account for Seizures for iheycar 16.^1 to 16,52, itstatea, 
"Because the said premises were taken and seized after the 
" close or determination, therefore they ought to be charged in 
■' the Account for the next following year, and it remaineth.'' 



ACCOUN' 



AND PARTICULAJia OF ShEHIFFS ANI> OTHER 
ACCO0NTANT8. 



By the 9th and lOth Sections of the Articles annexing the 
Court of Augmentalions to the Exchequer (sec pp. 16, (7, of 
this work), it would seem that the Accounts of Sheriffs, &c., 
were declared before the Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons, 
&c., and that the Auditor taking the Account, deUvered an 
enf^rossed copy thereof into the office of the Pipe. 

When the Sheriffs and oihers came to account at the Exchequer, 
they brought with them the Particulars of their Accounts, 
which enabled thtm to state what they had levied, m.d to show 
cause on their apposals for not levying other debts sent out in 
summons, and. in short, how they accounted for the whole of 
their charge, and by this means the regnlar Revenue Rolls were 
finally made up. In many cases these Particulars contain more 
information than the regular Revenue Rolls, thus, in the Foreign 
Rolls of Edw, I. may be seen such entries as the following: — - 
Rich. Oysell accounted for so much monej- under various items 
as expressed in his Soil of Particulars delivered into the Excbajuer. 
Agam, in the time of Hen. VII., A. B. accounts for so much 
as contained in a. Booh of Particulnrs delivered into the Ex- 
chequer (in libra ^ticlia in Thefo Uoat). The sum total only of 
all tne brief items on the Foreign Roll which pertained to'the 
Sheriff was drawn into the Pipe aa a charge against him on 
his Foreign account ; iherefore, very important mailer of per- 
sons, places, lands, &c., will be found in the Paviiculars which 
do not appear either on the Pipe or an (he Foreign Rolls. Tlie 
Particulars found among tlie Miscellaneous Records of the 
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Queen's Bemembraticer commence with the words Particuli 
cotnpoti, and they appear to be mostly Particulars of the Sheriff's 
Expenses for Provisions, &c. 

After a time, instead of writing the Corpus Coraitatiis, or the 
Proficua Coraitatus, a gross sum was charged upon the Sheriff, 
who accounted for the Particular Rents from a Roll which he 
kept in his custody (a). 

In the reign of Hen. VIII, they began to form other Parti- 
culars of Sheriffs' Accounts, It was anciently the custom to 
keep on ihc Great Rolls of the Pipe old outstanding debts, 
lands granted away, &c., and to send Ihem out yearly in process 
to the great inconvenience and annoyance of Ine Sherifla ; and 
at length, in order to afford relief in this respect, by the Stat, 
of Rutland, 12 Edw. I., these matters were directed to be left 
out of the Annual Roll, and entered in an Exanmial Roll, as 
more particularly explained under the latter head, p. 70 ; but not- 
withstanding this, illcviable debts, &c., were constantly pui in 
charge against the Sheriff, which gave rise to great complaints ; 
and at length, in order to afford relief. Stats. 34 and 35 Hen. 
VIII. c. 16, and 2 and 3 Edw. VI. c. 4, both referring to Lands 
granted away out of the Corpus Comitate, and moneys lost, so 
that the Sheriff could not collect them, directed Sheriffs to 
bring in and deliver into the Exchequer Rolls of Parchment 
containing all Particular Sums which they had levied or might 
have levied, the names of persons and lands, and after the said 
Rolls had been cast and rated before the Lord Treasurer, 
Chamberlains, Chancellor, and Barons of the Exchequer, or 
before the Barons, in the absence of the others, gave them full 
power to make allowance, exoneration, and deduction in open 
Court. The Particulars brought in pursuant to the said Statutes 
commence in the heading with the word Declaratio. The 
earliest Record yet found of the latter description is of the 7th, 
8th. 9th, and 10th of Eliz.. and expressly refers to the above 
Statute 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. 

Hale, p. 106 (1683), complains that the Sheriffs did not 
continue to bring in their Particulars or Rolls of Viscontiels as 
required by the Stats, of Hen. VIII. and Edw. VI. 




Originalia, or the Estreats of Chancery. 

These are the Estreats transmitted from Chancery, i. e.. 
Petty Bag Office (ft), of all Grants of the Crown inrolled on the 
Close, Patent, Fine, and Redisseisin Rolls, whereon any rents 
are reserved, any salary payable, or any service to be performed. 
They begin about the time of Henry III. 



(o) Gilbert, 69, 75 ; Hale, 48—58. (6} Jones'j Pief. lu 0/iginalia. 
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These Estreats were sent to the Lord Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer, from whence they were sent down to the Great Roll 
of the Pipe (a). Since ttic abolition of the offices of Lord 
Treasurer's Remembrancer, and Clerlt of the Pipe, by Stat. 
3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, s. 41, these Rolls arc sent to the 
King's Remembrancer in order to put in execution what is 
necessary to be done therein. 

The Account of the certain Revenue was the original juris- 
diction of the Court of Kxehequer, and belonged to that Court 
from the originals sent from the Chancery ; but the Casual 
Revenue was sent into the Exchequer by Estreats out of other 
Courts, and therefore the latter was called Foreign (b). 



EsTRKATS (or Fobeign Ebtke.4T3). — See also under the Head 
" Process," p. 45. 

About the beginning of the reign of Edw. III., the Casual 
Revenues had so much increased that the Clerk of the Pipe 
could not transcribe them alt on his Annua! Roll, and a distinct 
officer was appointed, called the Clerk of the Estreats, to write 
the Summons of the Greenwax, that is, for the Casual Revenue 
of Pines, Issues, Sec. (c). The course then was for the 
Estreats to be sent to the Treasurer's Remembrancer, where 
an entry was made of the number of every Schedule, &c., from 
whence they were sent to the Clerk of the Estreats for 
Process (d). At the same time there was another officer 
appointed, called the Foreii/n Apposer, in order to appose the 
Sheriff upon his accounts in respect of this Summons, who sent 
the whole with which the Sheriff charged himself on that 
account into the Pipe, to be added to the other charge (e). 
A Roll was made of such Estreats as the Sheriff charged 
himself with. — See Nichil Rolls, mentioned below. Stat. 16 
Edw. 11. directs in what order all Estreats, both from the 
Chancery and from the Justiciers, &c., should be sent in. — See 
also Stats. 22 and 23 Car. II. c. 22, and 4 Will, and Mary, 
c. 24. The offices of Clerk of the Kstreats and Foreign Appoaer 
were abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, and other 
provision made for bringing in the Estreats. 



NiCHiL Rolls. 

When the Account of the Casual Revenue was gone through 
before the Foreign Apposer, the Clerk of the Kstreats and tne 
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Clerk of the \ichils made up two Holla ; the one consisted of 
those sums which the Sheriff' totted {charged himself), which 
is entered upon the Pipe Roll to be a chargeon the SherifTs 
final Account ; the other was a Roll of Nickils (or, in other 
words, those matters of which he had not collected anything). 
These were also drawn down into the Pipe, for the Summone of 
the Pipe to issue thereon ; if not then recovered, they were put 
into the Schedule of the Pipe for Stronger Process («). This 
Schedule of the Pipe was transcribed by the Treasurer's He- 
membrancer, in a book, which is also called Schedu/a Pipat. and 
from hence the Stronger Process of the Long Writ issued (6). 

The following is extracted from a Statement in the 23rd 
Report on Finance, 1798 (App, O. 2), by one of the Sworn 
Clerks in the Office of the Treasurer's Remembrancer: — 

"Upon the return of the Summons of the Greenwux, the 
"Sheriff is apposed by the Foreign Apposer, and such of the 
"debts as are not answered by the Sheriff, together with the 
"Nichih on the Estreats from the General Quarter Ses.sions 
" (these latter did not go in the summons of the Greenwas), 
"are transcribed by the Clerk of the Nichils on Rolls, and 
" sent by him to the Pipe Office, and the Sworn Clerks in that 
"office then wrote them upon narroic rolls, called Schedules of 
"the Pipe, as well as the Nichils on the Summons of the 
" Pipe, comprehending arrears of Taxes, and other debts 
" nichilled upon the apposal of the Sheriff before the Cursitor 
" Baron, and then sent all such Nichils into the Treasurer's 
"Remembrancer Ofiicc, which is usually a period of about 
"two years from the time when the Kstreafs were originally 
"delivered into that ofEce. The debts contained in the 
" Schedule of the Pipe were then transcribed by the Sworn 
" Clerks in the Treasurer's Remembrancer Office, on broad 
" rolls, and were carefully examined by them ; and if any fines, 
"recognizances, or other debts were due from persons re- 
" siding in a different county to that wherein they were for- 
" feited, such debts were also written out in that county, and 
" such broad rollsor schedules were sent out to the Sheriffs, an- 
"nexcd to a writ of non omittas, fieri facias, capias, and extent. 

"TUe nichilled debts of each year were written upon the 
"before-mentioned Schedules, in continuation with those of 
" the foregoing years, and these Schedules contain all the 
"outstanding nichilled debts of prior years, which have 
" usually been sent out in process for more than a century. 

" Each Sheriff returned on the back of the Writ the par- 
" ticulars of what he had levied on any of the Schedules, 
" together with an luquisilion taken before him liy virtue of 
" the Writ. Upon the return of the Writ, or in the following 
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"Term fexcept in two or three distant counties, where the ap- 
'■ posal takes place only once a-year), the Shci-iff or Undcr-Sheriff 
" was apposed in open Court upon oalh. the Sworn Clerk 
" from the Treasurer s Remembrancer's Office for ihe particular 
" county attending, and reading over each debt, which in hia 
"judgment was modern or leviable, and interrogating the 
"Sheriff. Whatever the Sheriff returned upon his Writ, or 
"the Court charged him upon hia ap posal, was in grossed or 
"drawn down upon record, and sent from the Treasurer's Re- 
" membrancer's Office into the Pipe Office, where the Sheriff 
" was charged with the same." (a) 



Thes 



Propers of Sheriffs. — (See also p. 54.) 
are the particular sums payable half-yearly by 

' 1 the Memoranda Rolls of the 



Sheriffs, Stc, and are entered t 
King's Remembrancer. 

There are two rolls of Prefers among the Records of the 
Treasurer's Remembrancer, the one intituled "The Coming 
"of Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and others, to the Exchequer, on the 
"morrow of the close of Easter, in the 37th of Geo. III." 
The other ia for the Morrow of the Feast of St. Michael. The 
two Rolls do not differ in any other respect. The sums on each 
Roll are the same, and are arranged in counties, under which 
the amount of Profcr due from the Sheriff, Bailiff, Steward, 
Mayor and Escheator is stated. They are, in fact. Rolls 
containing the settled amount to be paid for Profevs in each 
c.iunty. One of the Rolls is printed in the 23rd Report from 
the Select Committee on Finance, App. P. 2. 



Views of States of Sbrriffs" Accounts. — (See p. 55). 

rEnltreH on «« Mmmranda of Ihi Lord Tnamrir'i RtmnnbranctT.) 

For States of Accounts, see under the Head " King's 
Remembrancer," p. 109. — See also " Declared Accounts," 

pp. 84— S'i. 




Revkrbions. 

Coke, in his 4th Inst,, p. 106, states that the Lord Treasurer's 

Remembrancer ought to keep a Roll of Reversions, such as 

Grants of Land and Officers in Tail for life or years, ahsque 

computo, ajtt aKquid inde reddefiido, to the end as often as need 



(a) An order of CourU howeier, w!U made in 1766 
e Nichil Rollt, and lemttng iKem on to ta(. Tceui 
I O., 3, 33rd Rep. Com. ■ 




be Writs mi^lit lie granted I 
spent, the Leasee dead. &c. 

And Vernon, at p. 94, complains that Farms granted to the 
Queen in Jointure, and other like Farms granted for term of 
Life, absque computo, had not been removed out of the Annual 
Roll into a Roll of Reversions or Exannual Roll, till they fall 
again to the Crown. 



Recusants. 



Vernon, p. 6'2, states that there had been then of lale (he 
wrote in 1642) introduced two new Receivers and two new 
Auditors for the Revenue of Recusants, with sundry directions 
for transferring the charge of the said Revenue from the Great 
Roll to the new Auditors. The same Author, at page 95. 
mentions, " that many Sheriffs have been cast out of Court and 
" suffered to depart before they paid in their Debts in the 
" Great Roll and in the Recusant's Roll." 




Ministers' akd Receivers' Accounts. 

The earliest Ministers' Accounts are contained in the Pipe 
Rolls. When a distinction was talten between the Pipe 
Rolls and what was Foreign thereto, and Foreign Rolls were 
formed, such Ministers' Aecounis (or the gross amounts thereof) 
as were Foreign to the Pipe were entered on the Foreign 
Rolls. It must be understood that the Foreign Accounts 
contain not only the accounts of such Ministers as accounted 
for Land Revenue, but also all other Ministers' Accounts, 
such as Customers, Receivers and others of Aids, Impositions, 
Subsidies, &c.— See " Foreign Rolls," pp. 72—76. 

It is probable that in early times, Ministers, Bailiffs, and 
others, like Sheriffs, brought in particulars, from which their 
accounts were finally entered, either on the Pipe or on the 
Foreign Rolls. There are, however. Ministers' and Receivers' 
Accounts from a very early period, which seem to be a dis- 
tinct series, unless indeed they are the particular accounts 
from which the gross sums were entered, and alluded to 
above. There certainly was a practice existing of taking 
certain lands from the direct survey or control of the Ex- 
chequer before the commencement of the celebrated series 
belonging to the Court of General Receivers and Court of 
Augmentations temp. Hen. VIII., for example, we find from 
Stat. 3 Hen. VIII. c. 23, that in the time of Hen. VIL 
divers of the Chamberlains of Wales, and other Receivers, 
Bailiffs, Feodaries, &c., of the King's Honovs, Castles, Lord- 
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shipB, Manors, &c.. as well in England and Wales as in Calais 
ana the Marches thereof, accounted by word of mouth to 
persons appointed by the King, and upon the linal determina- 
tion of their accounts, paid divers sums of money into the hands 
of the King in his Chamber. And Hen. VIII. , by the authority 
of the above-mentioned Stat, pursued a similar course, until by 
Stat. 6 Hen. VIII. c. 24. the Court of General- Surveyors was 
erected, which was afterwards amalgamated with the Court of 
Augmentations. It is probable, also, that the Accounts made 
up by the Ministers of the Abbots, &c., before the suppression 
of the Monasteries, fell into the hands of the King; indeed, it 
is certain that some of the Accounts did so come into the King's 
possession, as they still exist as part of the series of Ministers' 
Accounts, 

The Ministers' Accounts of the Court of Augmentations were 
audited by the Audilors of that Court, which Court was annexed 
to the Court of Exchequer in the first year of the reign of 
Queen Mary, 1553-4, but the Accounts were kept in the same 
distinct series, and the Auditors of these Records were subse- 
quently called " The Auditors of the Land Revenue." 

In the 30th Clause of the Articles annexing the Court of 
Augmentations to the Exchequer, it is stated that there had 
been continually Six Auditors, but at that time there were only 
Five ; and it was ordered that for the future there should be 
Seven Auditors. These were reduced in 1 706 to Three, viz., 
one for the four counties of Chester, Derby, Lincoln, and Not- 
tingham; one for all the remaining counties in England 
(except Monmouth) ; and one for the Principality of Wales 
with Monmouth, and the Rents in those divisions were collected 
and accounted for by 13 Receivers, of which II were for the 
(English counties and two (or North and South Wales (a). 
The rents of the whole of the Land Revenue (except those 
called Viscontiel Rents which were in charge in the Pipe 
Rolls) were then in charge before the Three Auditors. The 
rentals in the several divisions, as well Fee-farm as Leasehold, 
were delivered by the Auditors to the respective Receivers, and 
the rents were tnus^Mf in diarge in order to be collected (6), 

At the usual periods, the Receivers rendered their accounts 
to the Auditors, stating what rents they had received, what in 
arrear, and what they had paid. These accounts were ex- 
amined by the Auditors, and made up in the usual form ; 
when, being sworn to by the Accountants, they were finally 
declared before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and then they 
were sent to the office of the King's Remembrancer to be 
inrolled ; thence to the Treasurer's Remembrancer's Ofiice for 



entry ; and finally deposited in the Pipe Office. But by Stat. 
3 Geo. IV. c, "^8, it was directed that these accounts should 
not be passed on to the two latter offices. 

It would seem that a similar course was adopted with these 
Accounts as with those of the Pipe; the Revenues were first 
put in charge, and finally made up (after the Receivers had 
accounted). — See " Declared Accounts." below. The Re- 
ceivers' Accounts contain similar matters to those of the 
Ministers' Accounts. 

The survey of the Land Revenue was given to the Board of 
Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, by 
Stat. 50 Geo. lILc. 65(1810). Stat.56Geo.IILc. 16(1816), 
superseded the then Receivers, and gave the said Commis- 
sioners of Woods, Forests, &e., power to appoint others accus- 
tomed to act as Surveyors of Lands, or Land Stewards, &c. ; 
and each Receiver was to make up his account to 10th Oc- 
tober, and transmit it to the said Commissioners of Woods, 
Forests, &c., where they were to be examined and passed on to 
the Auditors respectively of the districts where the Lands 
comprised in the accounts were situated, and directed the 
balances in their hands to be drawn out by Debentures, or 
Orders, or otherwise paid as directed by former Acts. 

Stat. 2 Will. IV. c. 1 (1832), abolished the office of the re- 
maining Auditor and acting Auditors (the offices of Auditors 
were direcfed to be abolished by Stat. 39 Geo, III. c. 83 
(1799), after the termination of the then existinginterests), and 
directed all the accounts heretofore audited by the said Audi- 
tors to be audited by the Commissioners of Audit. 

And Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, gave the collection and 
management of what remained of the Land Revenue in the 
hands of the Sheriff to the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, 
and Land Revenues, to svit, the Quit and Viscontiel Rents. 
Aiid thus the whole of the Land Revenue is now under the 
management of that Board, as previously stated under " Re- 
venue," p. 39. 



Declakeo Accou^Ts. 

(Sh alio under Ike Htad " AomirIi and Parlicu/art, S(':," p. 77.) 

Declared Accounts were formerly entered (besides the De- 
partment from whence they emanated) at the King's Remem- 
brancer's Office, and the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer's 
Office, and an original Duplicate finally deposited at the Pipe 
Office ; but by Stats. 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c. 121, s. 7, and 3 Geo i V. 
c. S8, 8. 9, they are inrolled at Ihe King's Remembrancer's 
Office only, and the originals are returned to the Audit Office. 

The -Auditors of the Land Revenue, so long as they subsisted 
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(until 1832), made up the Aecounta of the Receivers-General 
{under this are to be included the Aceounf b of the Governors of 
the Isle of Wight, and Surveyor- General of Woods and Forests, 
also, the Accounts of the Sheriff of Lancaster), and they made 
up the Accounts of the Keceiverr. General of Land Tax, and 
Assessed Taxes, and prepared the Accounts of (he King's 
Household. They declared the Accounts of the Land Revenue 
before the Chancellor of the Exclicquer. The Accounts of the 
Master of the Household they declared before the Barons in 
full Court ; but the Accounts of tlie Land Tax and Assessed 
Taxes were usually declared before one of the Barons, who 
signed the same, and also examined the Tallies.^Sce Sect. 
9 and 10 of the Articles annexing the Court of Augmentations 
to the Exchequer, pp. 16, 17, of this work. 

The following is the manner of proceeding, after the Audit 
of a Public Account, by the Commissioners for Auditing ihc 
Public Accounts, who, by Stat, 25 Geo. 111. c. 52, repre 
sent the Ancient Auditors of Imprest ; and by Stat. 2 Will 
IV. c. 1 (1832), they represent the Ancient Auditors of Land 
Revenue. — Sec also Stat. 39 Geo. III., c. S3, which abolished 
the office of Auditors, after the termination of the then existing 
interests. 

When the examination uf an Account of the nature usually 
denominated " Extraprdinary," is completed at the Audit 
Office, the Commissioners malte what is called a " State of the 
Account, " which briefly contains the sum and substance thereof 
in charge and discharge, and transmit the same to the Lords 
of the Treasury, who, after due consideration, grant their 
warrant to prepare it for Declaration, with any exceptions or 
alterations which their Lordships may direct; and the State 
of the Account is returned bo warranted, in order to its being 
prepared for Declaration, and the "Declared Account" is 
actually the same account that was sent as the " State of the 
Account," with the before-mentioned exceptions, &c. (if any 
have arisen), with certain forms added thereto; and the 
following are the forms added to render it a " Declared Ac- 
count," &c. : — 

The foregoing accooiit was audited by the Commissioners for audit- 
ing the Public Accounts on 

Approved and allowed by the LordsCommiBsioneraof Her Majesty's 
Treasury, and directed to be prepared for Delaraiion by their War- 
rant, dated 

And signed for Declaration by the t)om miss loners for auditing 

Public Accounts, pursuant to the said Warrant, on ihe _. 

(Signed) f 

Examined, i —. _ — 

, Inspector. ( 

When thus prepared, the Account is sent to (he Treasury, 
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Commissioners I 

r/o other Lords I 



and after having been declared in ptrson by the 
of Audit, it is signed by the Chancellor and two 
of the Treasury, in these words — 

DeclaratUT Die 

A record is then made of the Declared Account at the 
Treasury, and the Account is afterwards returned to the 
Audit Office, whence it is transmitted to the Queen's Re- 
membrancer for inrolment in the Court of Exchequer, and 
when so inrolled it is again returned by that officer lo the 
Audit Office, where it is finally deposited. 

The same course is pursued with regard to the Accounts 
usually termed " Ordinary," with the exception of their not 
having been previously staled to the Lords of the Treasury. 

The Declaration takes place half-yearly. 

A short state of each Account after Declaration is fiirnished 
to the Treasury, by the Commissioners of Audit, by way of 
memorandum. 

When, at the Audit Office, an account has been audited 
and found correct, and a state thereof sent to the Treasury, 
the fact is notified by the Commissioners of Audit to the 
Accountant to whom such Account belongs, and ao far is his 
acquittance. But when the said Account has been declared 
before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, then a further notifi- 
cation is made, and a certificate issues under the hands of the 
Commissioners of Audit, addressed to the Accountant, inform- 
ing him of the fact. If there be no balance in the hands of 
the Accountant, the Account is pronounced Even and Quit. 
If, on the other hand, there be a balance, it is certified that 
the charge against the Accountant is so much, and the dis- 
charge so much, and the Accountant is declaied to be indebted 
whatever the balance may be. And this is the Accountant's 
formal acquittance to the extent stated. 



Leases. 

From the Inrolment of Leases ail new rents and fines re- 
served upon any new Grant or Demise from the Crown were 
put in charge (a). 

In the earliest times the High or Chief Justicier, together 
with the Barons, let to farm the King's Manors, &c. So also 
did the Justiciers Itinerant. Afterwards when the office of 
Chief Justicier ceased to be appointed, this duty devolved on 
the Treasurer of the Exchequer. 

Subsequently, when particular lands were placed under other 

(a) Vemon, 95. 
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rontrol than that of the Kxchequer, the power of letting ouch 
Lands was subjected to the persons under whose control they 
were. 

Thus by Stats. 6. 7, 14 and 1-",, and 27 Hen. VIII., power 
was given to certain Surveyors-tieueral. These, by Stat. 33 
Hen. VIII., were embodied into a Court, called the Court of 
(leneral Surveyors. 

Also, Stat. 27 Hen. VHI. erected another Court, called the 
Court of Augmentations, subjecting the Lands of the Dissolved 
Monasteries to it. The same King, in the 38th of his reign, 
dissolved the above two Courts, and erected another Court of 
Augmentations, uniting the lands of above two Courts, with 
power to grant Leases. 

Queen Mary, in the first of her reign, dissolved the above 
Court, by Letters Patent, and annexed the lands, &c., to the 
Exchequer. And thus the control of all the lands which had 
been separated from the usual course returned to the original 
channel. To the above Letters Patent there were certain articles 
of annexation, among others, the following respecting Leases : — 

Article 17 directs all Warrants for Leases to pass by the 
Lord Treasurer ; and if the yearly rents of the lands exceed 
40*. a-year, the lease to pass under the Great Seal of England ; 
and if the rent reserved be above the value of £6. \Ss. 4d., the 
lease to pay the Fees of the Signet and Privy Seal, as hereto- 
fore accustomed. And if the land does not exceed 40j,, then 
the lease to pass the Seal of the Court of Exchequer, paying 
6«. bd. to the Queen, 3*. 4d. to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and 8d. to the Sealer. And the said leases under the 
value of 40s. to be always made by the Clerk of the Pipe, and 
filed together every year by themselves, and there to be in- 
rolled within the same office. 

Article 18 directs that the Lord Treasurer shall not have 
any authority to make any lease in reversion of any part ot 
parcel of the premises, or of any woods, or of any manor in 
gross, for a term of years, without the Queen's special Warrant 
to him directed, and the Warrant to be made by the Lord 
Treasurer to the Chancellor of England. 

Article 19 gives power to the Lord Treasurer, taking the 
advice of the Chancellor, Under Treasurer, and Chief Baron, 
or two of them, to assess fines for any lease of any part or 
parcel of the premises. 

Article 23 directs all records and books of the Court of Aug- 
mentations, of the Inrolment of Leases, and the Counterparts 
and Warrants for making the same, to be in charge of the 
Clerk of the Pipe. 

Former Mvde of Passing a Lease. 
I'he following was the form of passing a Crown Lease, as set 



I Leuae, preferred a Petition 
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forth in the 1 7th Report of the Coinmissioners of Inquiry into 
the Btate and condition of the Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenue, in i7^3,\). 10. 

1. The party desiring to ob 
or Memorial to the Treasury. 

2. The Pptilion was referred to the Surveyor- General of 
Crown Lands, who was directed to report the state and value 
of the premises, with his opinion. 

3. 'rtie Survey or- General reported a state of the case, and of 
the value, with his opinion whether it was proper to grant the 
Lease, and on what terms and conditions. 

4. If the Treasury approved thereof, a. Warrant issued to 
the Surveyor- General, to make a Constat, or to send to the 
Aaditor for a Particular orthe promises. 

5. The Constat or Part/cuiar contained a Descriptioii of the 
Estate, therefore if the Lease applied for was merely a re- 
newal of a former Lease, the Surveyor -General sent a War- 
rant to the Auditor (in whose office the Leases were inroUed) 
to make forth a Particular ; but if the Estate applied for had 
not been in Lease before, or was only a part of the premises 
contained in a former Lease, or if there was occasion to alter the 
former descriplion, then the Surveyor- General made forth a 
Constat, describing the premises according to the state and 
circumstances thereof at the time of granting the new Lease. 

6. The Constat or Particular was rated by the Surveyor- 
General. The rate contained a specification of the Term 
of years, reserved rent, and fine, covenants and provisoes. 
And the Constat or Particular and Rate were sent to the 
Treasury. 

7. .\ Warrant was issued from the Treasury to the Clerk of 
the Pipe, to prejiare the Lease to be pa.'^sed under the Seal of 
the Court of Exchequer, nnd directed when a Fine was to be 
paid that a Tally or Receipt for it should be produced to the 
Clerk of the Pipe, before the Lease passed under Seal. 

8. A Copy of the Draft of the Lease, which is called the 
Trtmscript, signed by the Deputy Clerk of the Pipe, was 
transroitted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to be signed 
by him. 

9 The Transcript was next signed by the Iiords of the 
Treasury, and returned to the Pipe Office. 

10, When the Fine for a Lease was to be paid into the 
Exchequer, the Clerk of the Pipe made out and delivered to 
the party a DebetOure, specifying the sum. The Debenture was 
carried to the office of the Tellers of the Exchequer, and the 
money paid, a Tally was struck, one part of which remained 
in the Kxchequer, and the other was left with the Clerk of the 
Pipe. When a Fine was paid to the Surveyor- General of the 
Woods, his receipt for the same, together with the Warrant 
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directing the payment, were entered in the office of the Auditor 
of the Land Revenue, (for charging the Surveyor- General 
with the same,) and were afterwards produced to the Clerk of 
the Pipe. 

11. The Lease being ingroased, was signed by the Clerk of 
the Pipe, and transmitted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
for the Exchequer seal. 

12. The Lease was inrolled in the office of the Auditor. 

13. A Minute or Docket was entered in the office of the Sur- 
veyor-General. 

Presejtt Mode of Granting Leases. 

By authority of Stat 1 & 2 Geo. IV., c. 52, a. 1, the Com- 
missioners of Woods, Forests, and Land Revenue, grant 
Leases by sufficient warrant from the Treasury; and dispense 
with the Great Seal and Exchequer Seal, 

Sect. 3 gave compensation to Lord William Cavendish 
Bentinck as Maker, Writer, and Ingrosscr of all Leases, In- 
dentures. &c., and Clerk of the Pipe. 

Sect. 8 directed all Leases, &c,, to be inrolled in the office of 
Auditor for the district within whose district the premises so to 
be devised or exchanged respectively related. 

Alteration as to Inrolmmt of Leases. 
Stat. 2 Will. IV. c. 1, [passed 13 Feb. 1832] abolished the 
remaining Auditors and acting Auditors; and directed a 
Repository to be provided for the Records of the Auditors, to 
be called "The Office of Land Revenue, Records, and Inrol- 
raents." and provided that all Deeds or Instruments directed 
by former Acts to be inrolled in the office of Auditor, should be 
inrolled in the above new office. 



Que 



Memoranda Rolls. 

s Remembrancers Memoranda. 



The Memoranda contain the Inrolments of all the business 
of weight done in the office, viz., of Writs of Scire Paciaa 
and proceedings thereon, for recovery of debts due to the 
Crown, — Speuial Commissions which have been issued for par- 
ticular purposes, — Commissions of Inquiry and Proceedings 
thereon, whereby the Estates of Debtors and Accountants to 
the Crown, and Estates forfeited to or belonging to the Crown, 
are seized into the King's hands, and Commissions and Inqui- 
sitions thereupon returned or certified into the Court of Ex- 
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chequer, on attainder or forfeiture, for treason or felony, and 
other special matters, — Informations on seizures made in the 
several ports of England of goods forfeited for non-payment of 
Customs, or unlawful importation, and Proceedings thereon, — 
Forfeitures arising to the Crown, and sometimes to the Crown 
and Informer, from offences committed against Penal Laws, — 
Transcripts of Outlawries certified into the Court of Exche- 
quer and Proceedings thereon, whereby seizures are made of 
Lands and goods into the King's hands,— all Recognizances 
taken into tne said office, — Profers, being the particular sums 
of money payable half-yearly into the Exchequer by the Slie- 
riffa of the several counties, cities, and towns in England, and 
Bailitfs of particular Liberties, — Grants and Patents under the 
Great and Privy Seals for several purposes, and Warrants and 
constitutions under the Sign Manual, — Deeds and convey- 
ances of Estates made by private persons, — Affidavits for such 
goods for which Customs have been paid, and which hai'e 
either been lost at sea or taken by enemies : also many Orders, 
Decrees and Proceedings in Equity on English Informations 
and Billa.— Record Report, 1837, p. 156. 

The earliest Memoranda Roll is that of 2 Hen. III. The 
Repertory Rolls commence I Edw. II., and continue in Rolls 
to 3i Car. II. In the 25th Hen. VIII. a different form of 
entering the heads of the Memoranda was adopted, in books 
called Agenda Books.— Rep. 1837, p. 178. 

Lord Treasurers Remembrancers Memoranda. 

The Memoranda of the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer 
consist of the Inrolments of a variety of pleadings in suits com- 
menced and prosecuted in the Lord Treasurer's Remenibran- 
cer's Office, according to the course of the Common Law, with 
the judgments of the Court ihereon, particularly upon the Writs, 
during the existence of tlie Military (enures, of quo titulo 
clamat, and of quare maneria, &c. in manibus Regis seisiri non 
debent, — of Pleadings on Petitions of Right grounded on Re- 
cords in this Office, — Pleadings and Judgmeots upon claims of 
Franchises and Privileges within cities, boroughs, towns, and 
liberties, — Pleadings respecting Fines, Issues, and Amercia- 
ments contained in the Estreats delivered into this Office from 
the several Courts of Westminster, and other Jurisdictions, — 
a few Commissions heretofore issued to survey Lands and 
Woods belonging to the Crown with the returns tnereof, — Pro- 
ceedings of the Court of Exchequer concerning the Accounts of 
Sheriffs, Escheators, and Bailift's. and of a variety of matters 
concerning the charge and discharge of the King's Debtors 
and Accountants, — States and Views of the Accounts of the 
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greater andlesscr Accountants of the Kingdom, — Orders of the 
Court of Exchequer on the Retnerabrancer's side, concerning 
the Land and Casual Revenue of the Crown, — Entries of Pre- 
sentations and admissioDB of several of the Officers of the 
Court of Exchequer and other officers. — And of Inrolments of 
Deeds and lustruments acknowledged before one of the Barons 
of the Exchequer, or a Commissioner for taking acknowledg- 
ments of Deeds in the country. 

The above commence from the beginning of Hen. III. — Rep. 
1837. p. 194. 

There are Indexes from the beginning of Hen. III. — Rep. 
Ib37, pp. 196, 197. 

There is an Index to the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer's 
Memoranda Rolls, from the earliest period to the end of Queen 
Anne, printed by Edward Jones, forming the second volume, 
the first being an Index to the Originalia. It is only partial 
from the earliest period ; but it is general from Hen. VIII. to 
end of Anne. 



Tax Roll (Rotulus Exactorius). 

l"he above is described in the Ancient Dialogue of the 
Exchequer, book I., chap, xviii., thus, — " The Tax-r^l is that in 
which are distinctly and carefully entered the King's Farms 
that arise from each County, which sum cannot be lessened, 
but is oftentimes increased by the labour and diligence of the 
Justices." 

Again, the Dialogue above mentioned, in another place, 
book 1I„ chap, xxvii., speaking of the money paid when the 
Sheriff accounted, states — "That the Treasurer then produces 
the Tax-roll, and causes the sum of the County to be regularly 
placed above in heaps." 



Imprests. 



It was the practice to send from the Receipt of the Exche- 
quer, Rolls of Imprest Accounts to the King's Remembrancer's 
Office : there are some there as early as King John ; they were 
sent there in order to the charging or prosecuting of Account- 
ants. And Imprest Certificates were sent from the Receipt to 
the Auditors of Imprest, who made up the Accounts, and 
afterwards (from 1 785) this practice was continued to their 
successors the Commissioners of Audit. — See Stat. 8 and 9 
Will. III. c. 28, 8, 8 ; Stat. 25 Geo. III. c. 52, b. 16 (1785). 
By Stat. 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c. 121. {1821), the imprest Certi- 
ficates were directed to be sent by the Auditor of ileceipt to the 
Commissioners of Audit, quarterly instead of half-yearly. 
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The above course was continued uutil the abolition of the 
ancient Receipt by Stat. 4 Will. IV. c. 15 (1834). By Sect. 23 
of which Act, Quarterly Statements are directed to be made by 
the Comptroller- General of the Receipt to the CommissionerB 
of Audit. For the course of the Exchequer in respect of 
Imprest and other Accounts, and manner of making up and 
declaring them, — See " Declared Accounts," p. 84. 



Records of the Receipt Side of the Exchequer. 

The most important Records on the Receipt side of the 
Exchequer are, I. The PelHs Introitus or Reoepta (or Receipt 
Rolls) ; by these the Clerk of the Pells checked the Tellers. 
The earliest extant bears date 4 Hen. 111. (1220). But from 
1782, the form of the Record is changed from Rolls to Books. 

2. The Pellis Exitvs, or Liberate or Issue Rolls. These 
served as a check on the Auditor, and gave the Treasurer at 
one view the whole state of the Revenue. Tliese at first 
contained the Inrolments of Writs of Liberate and the Ex- 
penses of the Exchequer only, and hence at first called Liberate 
Rolls, containing not only the substance of the Writ or Warrant 
for issuing money but the sum actually issued under such 
Writ. They contain entries of all TreasurG going out under 
whatever authority, hence called Exitus or Issues. There are 
also the original Liberate and other Writs from whence the 
above Entries were made. 

In process of time, separate records of Issues were formed so 
as to keep certain matters quite distinct, such as Additional 
Aid and Poll Money, Eleven Months' Tax, Exchequer Bills, fcc. 

There are also the Auditor's Receipt and Issue Rolls and 
Books, containing like matter to that entered on the Pells, one 
officer bemg a check upon the other. And in case of any Pell 
Book being lost, the Auditor's Book would be useful to supply 
its place. But the Pell is the Record. — See also under the 
heail '■ Imprests." 



It is presumed that sufficient has been said of the ChieF 
Revenue Records explanatory of them and of the course of the 
Exchequer. To explain the whole of the Evchequer Records 
would form a volume. 
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OFFICERS OF THE COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 



For some time after the Conquest, the Chief Justicier 
presided and did many acts which afterwards pertained to the 
Treasurer : he let to farm the Kings Manors, held Pleas of 
the Exchequer, made allowances on claims of Sheriffs, &c. (a). 

The Treasurer was generally a Prelate or Ecclesiastical 
person, and in the time of Hen. I. we find that the Bishop of 
Ely was Treasurer. In the reign of Hen. II., he was more 
frequently and expressly mentioned ; during this reign he is 
often named among the Barons of the Exchequer. Richard 
the Treasurer is mentioned in the Uth, 16th, '2Gth, and 31st 
of this reign ; he was usually called Ricardus Thesaurarius, 
without a surname or other distinction. This Richard was 
appointed one of the Justices Itinerant in the 25th of this 
reign. The Bishop of Ely bought for £400, of Hen. II.. the 
office of Treasurer lor his son, probably the above Richard (6). 

In the beginning of the reign of Hen. III., the High 
Jnsticier still presided at the Exchequer, but during this 
troublesome reign his power declined, and probably no other 
was appointed after that reign. After this the power of the 
Treasurer increased, and then the affairs of the Exchequer were 
guided and ordered by the Treasurer and Barons (c). During 
the reigns of Hen. III., Edw. I. and II., the Treasurer was 
sometimes called in the Writs the Kiug's Treasurer, and 
sometimes Treasurer of the Exchequer. In the 35th of 
Edw. I.he was styled Treasurer of England (Madox, 578), so in 
13 Rich. II. in the Rolls of Parliament. No. 6. His salary. 
in the time of Hen. HI., was 100 marcs per annum; but 
then the King made other provision for him, by some be- 
neficial grant or ecclesiastical preferment. In lilce manner 
the King provided for his Chancellor and other officers {d). 

It is stated, in the Dialogue of the Exchequer, that the 
Treasurer dictated the writing of the Great Roll according to 
what was levied (e), 

'ITie Treasurer acted on both sides of the Exchequer; on 
the Account side he attended with the Barons to examine and 



(o) Mado«, 135. Ci)ld. 64. (cj Id. 381. (i) Id. S73, 674. 

ft) Ancient DiBloguo ot (ha Excbequ(i, book i., cfa, v., under the head " Cliambn'- 
Ibiik;" ilIio book ii., ch. vil. 
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control Accountants, to direct the entries made in the Great 
Roll, to attest Writs issued Tor levying the Revenue, &c. 
On the Receipt side he attended to supervise the issuing 
and receiving the Treasure, in short, to take care of the King's 
profit (a). 

An Ordinance or Indenture concerning the King's Mines 
was made by the Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons of the 
Exchequer, and other of the King's Council at his Parliament, 
where the Exchequer was then held ; and one part of the 
Indenture was under the Exchequer Seal (2 Edw. II.) (b). 

Colte, in his 4th Inst., p. 1 1 1, says, to the end that no Lands in 
the King's lands should be without a Farmer; the Treasurer 
in certain cases, and with certain cautions, ought to make a 
warrant to the Great Seal for demising thereof, that is to say, 
not only of lands extended, of lands during the vacancy of 
any Abbey, and of Lands seized for an Alienation, without 
licence, and before "23 Hen, VIII., of Lands in Ward, or the 
like upon uncertainties ; but also of the demesnes of the 
Crown out of Lease, &c. ; and with reference to the above, wo 
find in the Privy Council Proceedings, that on the 8th June 
1424 (2 Hen. VI.), it was agreed by the Council, that the 
Chancellor should grant Letters Patent to those persons to 
whom the Treasurer might, by virtue of his office, let to 
farm any lands, &c., or grant any wardship, marriage, 
or office (c).— See Stat. 27 Hen. VIII. c. 11, s. 5; Stat. 
SO Geo. III. c. 65, and 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c 52, by which 
Leases, &c. were to be made by the Board of Woods, Forests, 
&c., under sufficient warrant from the Treasury. 

By an ordinance of the Council, 8th March, 1390, (13 Hic- 
II.), among other matters it was agreed, that whatever related 
to the office of Treasurer should be sent to be decided before 
him in the Exchequer {d). 

Whatever may have been at first the Jurisdiction of the 
Treasurer in the Court of Exchequer as a Judge, it would 
appear that in later times he acted only on the Equity side of 
that Court, held in the Exchequer Chamber, which jurisdiction 
was held before the Lord Treasurer, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Chief Baron, and the three Puisne Barons. 
In the domestic correspondence in the State Paper Office 
there is a letter, dated 23rd August, 1609 ,from Daniel Norton 
to the Lord Treasurer Salisbury, touching a suit before his 
Lordship in the Exchequer Chamber. It is stated in Price's 
Reports, vol. vii., p. 102, in the case of Colebrooke, — ■' That 
"for the purpose of obtaining relief in Equity under the Stat. 
" 33 Hen, VIII. c. 39, recourse must be had to the Exchequer 



(a) Madnx, 65. (h) Id. S53. 

(c) Prinlea Privy Council Procredingi, vol. iii, p|i. 24, 147, 




"Chamber." The Common Law Jurisdiction is exercised 
by the Barons only (a). The Equity Jurisdiction of the 
Court of Exchequer was transferred to Chancery by Stat. 5 
Vict. c. 5. 

The Treasurer sometimes acted in the King's Court, with 
the Justices and others. In 18 Edw. I., the Treasurer was 
associated with the Justices of the Bank'to determine causes. 
Ryl. PI. Pari., p. 16, 17- He sometimes acted as the King's 
Almoner.— Mag. Rot. 2 Hen. III., Rot. 7a (b). 

Sometimes there was at the Exchequer an officer called 
the Treasurer's Lieutenant. He acted for the Treasurer in 
his absence, or in a vacancy, in the interim ; he was the 
Treasurer's Deputy, or Vice-Treasurer. In 35 Edw. I., 
Walter de Langeton, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. 
Treasurer of England, made Wm. de Carleton his Lieutenant, 
by his Letter ; whereupon W. de Norwic, in the presence of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Barons, declared to the 
said Carleton the Treasurer's pleasure, that in his absence he 
should hold his place in the Exchequer, and do all things 
belonging to the office of Treasurer which the Treasurer 
might do if he were present in the Court (except only as to 
the admitting of gross fines in the Exchequer), and that he 
should not intermeddle in anylhing relating to the Receipt of 
the Exchequer. In the 19th Edw, 11., the King appointed a 
Treasurer's Lieutenant, in consequence of the Treasurer being 
sent into the North (c). 

As to the appointment of the Treasurer, King Hen. HI., in 
the 16th of his reign, by his Charter, granted his Treasury of 
the Exchequer of England to Walter de Mauclerc, Bishop of 
Carlisle, lo hold during his life, with all the liberties and appur- 
tenances to the said Treasury belonging, so that he should 
have and keep the said Treasury at the King's Exchequer in 
his own person, or by some discreet and fit person, his Assig- 
nee, or Vicegerent. In the next year the King, by patent, 
committed his Treasury of the Exchequer, with the appurte- 
nances, to Peter de Rivall, to hold during the King's pleasure, 
thereupon Walter, Bishop of Carlisle, the King's Treasurer, 
was commanded to deliver (by view and testimony of true 
men) the Keys of the Treasury, with the Treasury and all 
things belonging to it by inventory, to Peter de Rival!, or to 
R, Passelewe, his Attorney, nominated by him for that purpose 
before the King ; and the Barons and Chamberlains were com- 
manded to bo intendent and respondent to Peter as the King's 
Treasurer, and to Robert as his Deputy. Edw. II., in the 5th 
of his reign, committed to Walter, Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichfield, the office of Treasurer of the Exchequer, to hold till 

(o) Coke^iiili lint. (b) Mitlox,57S. {c) lU. S7S. 
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the next Parliament. The same King, in the 8th of his reign, 
committed to Walter de Norwich the office of Treasurer of the 
Exchequer during pleasure ; and John de Sandale was com- 
manded by Writ to deliver lo Walter by indenture all things 
in his custody that belonged to the said office. The same 
King, in the 10th of his reign, commitled (he office of Trea- 
surer of his Exchequer with all things that belonged to it. dur- 
ing pleasure, to the Bishop of Ely ; and Walter de Norwich 
was commanded to deliver to him the Keys, Rolls, Memoranda, 
and all other things in his custody (a). 

Though in ancient times it does not appear clear that the 
Treasurer held two offices, yet in later times a distinction was 
made. In the reign of Hen. III., Edw. I. and II., he was 
sometimes styled the King's Treasurer, and sometimes Trea- 
surer of the Exchequer. 

Coke, in his 4th Inst., p. 104, states that the Lord Treasurer 
of England was appointed by the delivery of a white Staff, but 
that in former times he was appointed by having delivered to 
him " the keys (golden keys) of the Treasury : when Treasure 
" failed, the White Staff served him to rest upon, or to drive 
"away importunate suitors; but as Treasurer of the Exche- 
" quer, he was appointed by Letters Patent." Il may here he 
observed, that the Secretary of State is appointed by the deli- 
very of the Signet, but he has also Letters Patent, under which 
he receives his salary, but no one will say he holds two offices. 

However, in process of time he was called Lord High Trea- 
surer and Treasurer of the Exchequer. The following quota- 
tion from the Black Book of the Exchequer (i) will show the 
great ceremony observed on the Earl of Godolphin taking pos- 
session of his office in 1702 ; — 

'■Monday, the Uth day of May, 1702, the Right Hon. 
Sydney Lord Godolfin having had the staff of Lord Treasurer 
delivered to him by Queen Anne, on Sunday the 10th instant, 
on the 11th he came, about the hour of 10 in the morning, to the 
houEe of Lord Halifax, the Auditor of the Receipt of the Ex- 
chequer, where lie was attended with many Earls, Barons, Privy 
Councillors, the King's Attorney and Solicitor, and other per- 
sons of quality ; they being assembled in the two great rooms, 
were treated with chocolate. &c., hy the said Lord Halifax. 
The proceedings began from thence; a great number of gen- 
tlemen in swords and coats, pell mell. the Clerks of the Trea- 
sury. Auditors of the Exchequer, Secretaries, Officers, &c„ and 
amongst them the officers of the Exchequer, having no gowns 

(o) MadoK, 971,572. 

... .n. , . ., '" il TO called from its bimling. It contains dii en auihentic 

" '[)t nf ths Gichequer, luch oioathi of office, Bdmi* 
d alio a celebrated treatiae on the ancient conitit 
ralleil " Dlolojfiisdp Scacrario," and >'«riom other 
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(who should have marched in their iiVopcr places if they had 
had gowns) ; then the Usher of the Lxcliequer in his gown, the 
Clerk of the Pells, Clerk and Tally- writers' Clerk in gowns, 
the Tally-cutter, the Deputy Clerk of the Pells, the hvo De- 
puty Chamberlains, the Marshall of the Excliequer, the Audi- 
tors, viz., the Lord Halifax on the right hand of Mr. Lownds, 
the Secretary to the Lord Treasurer, the Lord Treasurer'M 
Sergeant-at-Mace, the Lord Treasurer ; on his right and left, 
and behind, several Lords, as the LordPresidejjtof the Council. 
Lord Privy Seal, &c-, all pell mell. Thus they proceeded 
along the Inner Court up the Great Stairs of the Exchequer in 
the corner of the Palace Yard, by the Talley Court, down the 
Stone Steps into Westminster Hall, by the Common Pleas 
Bar, where my Lord Treasurer made his obeisance to the 
Judges of that Bench so up towards the Chancery Bar, and 
about the middle of the Hall made two obeisances, one to the 
Lord Keeper sitting in the Court of Chancery, the oilier to ihe 
Court of the Queen's Bench, whence they proceeded up the Hall 
into the Court of Chancery, the oBGccrs filing off at the bottom 
of the Steps, except the Marshall of the Exchequer and the 
Scrgeant-at-Muce, with the Lords, where he took the oaths to 
the Queen, after which he came back, with the Lord Keeper 
on his right hand, and the said officers before him by theCom- 
inon Pleas Bar, where they both made their reverences to the 
Judges, BO up the Stone Stairs into the Exchequer. The 
Barons being sat, my Lord Keeper went into the Court, placing 
himself on the right hand of the Lord Chief Baron ; the Lord 
Treasurer was by the Marshall, and his own Sergeant con- 
ducted to the outside of the Bar, with the .Sergeant-at-Mace 
on his left, when my Lord Keeper made a neat speech, signily- 
iug his Lordship's great abihties — that he had two offices, that 
of Lord High Treasurer by delivery of the Staff, and that of 
Treasurer of the Exchequer by Patent ; after which my Lord's 
Patent was read by one of the Clerks of the King's (sic) He- 
membranccr's Office. Then his Lordship was conducted into 
the Court, where was a cushion provided, on which ho knelt 
whilst the oaths of his respective offices were administered to 
him by the Lord Keeper. After which he was conducted to h is 
place on the left of the Lord Keeper, and his patent delivered 
to him by the Lord Keeper ; which done, the Lord Keeper de- 
parted the Court, and the Lord Treasurer sat to hear motions 
some little time, after which he departed the Court, when he 
should have taken possession of the King's lie membrane er"s 
Office, Treasurer's Remembrancer, Pipe, and other the offices 
on that side of the Exchequer before he walked thence ; but he 
was conducted in the same order, accompanied to t!ie Taliey 
Court, where were placed cushions for him in the middle 
thereof, and two for the Chamberlains on each side by the 
Block, the two Deputy Chamberlains in each corner, the Lord 
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Halifax, Talley-writer, and Kia Clerka on the right hand below 
the Senior Deputy Chamherlaln ; the Deputy Clerk of the 
Pells and hia Clerk below the Junior Deputy Chamberlain; 
then the Usher of the Exchequer just within the door, and 
the Talley-cutter without the Court, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the Lord Treasurer's left, several Dukes and 
Earles round the Court, the Barons of the Exchequer on the 
outside of the Bar with the Attorney and Pol ici I or- General. 
When all were come in, a Bill was thrown down from the Tel- 
lers' offices, a Talley prepared, writ on, struck, and examined 
by the proper officers; then his Lordship withdrew thence 
after having had the great keys of the Treasury presented to 
him by the Auditor, and he delivered tlicm to him again ; then 
he went into the Auditors', Pells', and Tellers' offices, and 
viewed the cash in the last of them, the Barons of the Exche- 
quer, Attorney and Solicitor, with the Dukes, Earles, &c. 
attending him to each office ; after which he went back again 
to the other side of the Exchequer to take possession of the 
several offices there, which he should have done before he came 
to the Receipt side, and after retired to his house," &c. 

When the Lord Treasurer was a Peer, it was not usual for 
him to act as Chancellor of the Exchequer. Edw. II., how- 
ever, having appointed the Chancellor of the Exchequer to be 
Chief Justice of the Kinjj's Bench, committed the Exchequer 
Seal to the Bishop of Exeter, his Treasurer {n). 

There is a Commission, dated 22nd April, 1622, in the 
Auditors' Patent Books, enabling the Lord Treasurer (Lord 
Cranfield) to act as Chancellor of the Exchequer (b). — See 
also an instance of this in the time of Hen. HI., under the 
head " Barons," p. 107. 

We find, also, an instance of the Lord Treasurer acting as 
Under Treasurer. The Earl of Southampton was appointed 
Lord Treasurer 8th Sept. 1 660, and there being no Under 
Treasurer, he was, on the I'hh of the same month, appointed 
also to that office. The Patent sets forth, that the payment 
and issuing of money out of the Receipt of the Exchequer is, 
in sundry cases, usually made by the Orders and under the 
hands of the Treasurer and Under Treasurer, and that sundry 
other acts are usually done by the Treasurer and Under 
Treasurer jointly ; and there being no Under Treasurer, 
directs the Treasurer to execute the duties of both offices 
during the vacancy (r). 

Again, in the First Treasury Commission after the restora- 
tion of Car. n., dated 19th June 1660, Sir Edward Hyde, 
Chancellor of England, was named First Commissioner, and 

(a) MadDX,SBl. 

lb) See the IiiJex lo Die Audilor'i Pal. Boolt, Rrceipl Side nf llie Ei ' 
vol. >., II. S7. 

(c) Ptll«P«(, Mooli, No. l;i, p.'l. 
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was Chancellor am! Under Treasurer of the Exchequer 
alao (a.) 

When the First Lord of the Treasury was a Commoner, 
he usually acted as Chancellor of the Exchequer, but there 
are exceptions; for instance, Sir Robert Peel, in 1841, was 
First Lord of the Treasury, but Mr. Goolburn was ap- 
pointed Chancellor. Also, when Lord John Russcit succeeded 
Sir Robert Peel in 1846, Mr. (now Sir) Charles Wood was 
appointed Chancellor. 

The office of Lord Treasurer was first put in Commisaion, 
16th June, 16IJ (lO Jac. I). And since 1714 the office has 
always been in Comm' 



CllAKCELLOR OF THK EXCHHQUKK. 

Before speaking of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a lew 
remarks on the office of Xcrrf CSanc^/for may be useful. The 
King's Chancellor, or Lord Chancellor, in ancient times per- 
formed part of his duties in the Exchequer. He acted with 
the Chief Justicier, &c., in matters of Revenue at the Kx- 
chequer, and was one amongst the Justiciers and Barons who 
usually sat there. There was a clerk constantly attending 
at the Exchequer, called Clericus or Magister Scj-ipf.orii, who 
was a chief clerk of the Chancery, and a clerk called Scriplor 
Rotuli de Cancellaria. The Ckricus Seriptorii was to find fit 
persons to write the Rolls of the Chancery and the Writs 
that were made at the Exchequer, and likewise the Sum- 
monses. In the 14th of Hen. III. (1229), Robert de 
St, Medard was appointed to write at the Exchequer for the 
Bishop of Chichester, the King's Chancellor. Madox suggests 
that tne Chancery was separated from the Exchequer about 
the latter end of the reign of King Richard the First, or the 
beginning of John, because about that time they began (o 
make distinct Rolls of the Chancery, to wit, — Charter, Patent, 
Fine, and Close Rolls, and to estreat or certify them into 
the Exchequer, there being no necessity for estreating the 
Chancery Rolls, whilst the Chancellor with the Great Seal 
was usually resident at the Exchequer (b). 

From very early times, long before we have any record of 
the appointment of a Chancellor of the Exchequer, there was 
an Annual KoU (being a duplicate of the Great Roll or Trea- 
surer's Roll) made up for the King's Chancellor, who was a 
check upon the Treasurer. Jones, in his Preface to the Index 
to the Originalia, &c., p. xit., states "That this check or 
"control was afterwards taken from the Chancellor by the 
"appointment of an Officer called the Comptroller of the Pipe, 
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"whose olTicial duty it wh-4 to make dunllcates of the Great 
" Koll, which he kt.pt as a check upon the Pipe, as we find in 
"5EcIw. Ill, tliat John de Kernion was appointed Coiiip- 
"troller of the Great Roll." But as the Great Roll, made 
up by the Clerk of the Pipe, was the Treasurer's Roll, so 
the Roll made up by the Comptroller was the Roll or Check of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The Comptroller was but the 
Clerk of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for it i^ slated by 
Vernon, p. 36, that anciently the Comptroller was styled Clerk 
of the Chancellor, and the Clerk of the Pipe was styled Clerk 
of the Treasurer. And this author, in the same place, states 
" that some have been of opinion that the Chancellor of the 
" Kxchequer sits above the Lord Treasurer in the Kxchequer 
" Court, because of his Superin tendency and Comptrolment of 
"his Holl." Coke, in his 4th Inst., p. 106, states that the 
Chancellor is the Compiroller of the Pipe. 

It appears, therefore, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
succeeded to at least a part of the Duties in the Exchequer, 
anciently performed by the Lord (or, as he was anciuntly styled, 
the King's) Chancellor. — See pp. 5 — 7 of this work. How- 
ever, in the eighteenth year of the reign of Henry 111., John 
Maunsell was appointed to some office, and to reside at the 
Receipt of the Exchequer, and to have a counter-roll of all 
things pertaining to the said Receipt, which Madox seems 
to tnink was the first appointment of a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (iz). and that he was appointed to be a control or 
check upon the Treasurer. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is often mentioned in the 
reign of Henry III. Half dc Leicostre surrendered the office 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer ;52 Hen. 111., and the King 
committed the Exchequer seal to Edward de Westminstje. 
The same King, by his Writ, commanded Albric de Fiscamp 
to execute the office of Chancellor in his Exchequer. Also, 
he gave leave to Godfrey Giffard, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to substitute a fit person to execute his office as 
often as his affairs should give him occasion to withdraw from 
the Exchequer. The same King, by his Writ, commanded 
the Treasurer to didiver the seal of the Exchequer to Rofjer 
de Leye, to be kept by liim during the King's pleasure. The 
seal was delivered accordingly, and Roger was sworn de Sigilh 
Jideliter eustodiendo, and in the same record he is styled Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Edward I., by his Writ, directed to 
the Treasurer and Barons, appointed Geoffrey de Neubaud 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, during pleasure. Edward II. di- 
rected the Treasurer and Barons to admit John de Sandalc as 
Chancellor, during pleasure. The same King, by Letters 
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Patent, appoinled H. de Staunton Chancellor, during pleasure, 
and commanded the Barons to admit him : and when Staunton 
was made Lord Chief Justice of the Kinjj's Bench, the King 
committed, durinfj his pleasure, tlic custody of the Seal of the 
Exchequer to the Bishop of K\eter, his Treasurer. The 
Chancellor, upon his entering into office, took an oath to the 
following effect: — That he should well and truly serve the 
King in the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer : that he 
should well and truly do whal pertained to that office ; that he 
should dispatch the King's business before all otlier ; and that 
he should seal with the Exchequer Seal no judicial writ of any 
other Court hesides the Exchequer, whilst the Chancery [or 
Chancellor] was within twenty miles of the place where the 
Exchequer was holden. This oath is in French, in the Red 
Book of the Exchequer, (a) 

In the 31st year of the reign of Edward I., the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was also the Treasurer's Lieutenant. (6) 

In the 15th year of Edward II. we find a Vice-Treasurer and 
a Chancellor of the Exchequer, both employed with others to 
arrange the removal of the Exchequer to York, (c) 

It is stated, in Coke's 4th Inst., p. 109, US. " that all judicial 
'' proceedings according to Law in the Exchequer are before 
" the Barons, not before the Treasurer and Barons; but the 
■' Court of Equity, holden in the Exchequer Chamber, is holden 
" before the Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons." The 
Equity side of the Court of Kschequor was transferred by 
Slat. 5 Vict. c. 5. to the Court of Chancery, as stated under 
the head " Treasurer," p. 95. 

Sir George Hownie, the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
time of Jac. I., chose Sir John Crookc, Serjeant at Law, to be his 
Deputy in the Court of Exchequer. And by Privy Seal, dated 
23rd February, 1603 — 4. the Kingallowedthereof, and granted 
the said Deputy £100 per annum. — Pe/Is Privy Seal Book, 
No. 2, p. 54. 

The office of Under Treasurer is now always joined to the 
office of Chancellor of the Kxchequcr, though by a separate 
patent, and we find if was so as eaily as the time of Eliz. when 
Sir Walter Mildmay, 17th January, 9 Kliz. {151)7), was ap- 
pointed to the two oSces. 

As late as Michaelmas Term, 1735, Sir Robert Walpole sat 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the case of Naish v. The 
East India Company, in which the Barons were equally divided 
in opinion, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer decided, after 
a hearing of three days, and the decision is reported to have 
given general satisfaclion. 

The Chancellor of the Kxchequer is one of the Lords of the 
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Treasury, exu«j)t when, on purticular emergencies, the office is 
held by the I-ovd Chief Juslicc of the King's Bench ; thus Sir 
John f'rattwas Chancellor in 1721, Sir WilUam Lee in 1754. 
Lord Mansfield in 1757 and 1767, Lord EUenborough in 1S06 
and 1812, and Lord Denman in 1834, from the 2nd to the 10th 
December. The reason assigned for the Lord Chief Justice 
holding the post is. tiiat the writs and other process issuing 
from the Court of Exchequer from day to day, and from hour 
to hour, require to be sealed instanter with the initial seal of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and sometimes certain 
appointments require to be signed; and when on particular 
occasions there happens to be no Finance Minister of the 
Crown, the l«rd Chief. lustice holds the office. 

At present, the only occasion on which the Chancellor takes 
his seat in the Exchequer, is on the annual nomination of 
Sheriffs, when he sits first of all the Judges who assemble on 
that occasion; then follows the Lord Chancellor, then the 
Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, Chief Justice of 
Common Pleas, Chief Baron. &c. The above is certainly 
the order in which the Privy Councillors sat in 1844, but 
Christian's note to page 341 of " Blackstone " places the 
Lord Clinnccllor first, then the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, &c. 

Cardinal Wolsey, in his letter, 3rd of November, ]522 
(morrow of All Souls), informs the King that, according to the 
statute (14 Edw. III. st. 1. c. 7) and ancient usage, he, with 
sundry of the Lords and the Judges, proceeded that day to the 
election of Sheriffs in cvury shire, and transmitted their names 
in a bill of parchment, desiring his Grace to lot and mark one 
of three named for every shire. — (See Printed State Papers, 
vol. i. p. 114.) 

The morrow of All Souls for choosing Sheriffs was changed 
lo ihe morrow of St. Martin's (12th November) bv stat. 24 
Geo. 11. c. 48. 

It is difBcuU to describe the present various functions of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In fact he exercises all the 
powers vested in the Treasury Board, and has therefore the 
entire control and management of all matters relating to the 
receipt and expenditure of the public money, whether arising 
from taxes granted by Parliament, or from other sources of 
revenue in the United Kingdom or the colonies, as well as 
the private revenue of the Sovereign, and also the custody of 
all public property, or property belonging to the Sovereign. 
In the execution of these duties he has to frame regulations 
and establishments for conducting the business of all the 
financial departments in the country, and also to control the 
expenditure and fix the salaries and expenses not only of those 
departments, but of all other departments in which there is an 
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expeiidUure of public money. He has also to decide, witlitD 
the limits of the law, on all qiipslions which arise between the 
Sovereio^n and the subject ansing fro ii the receipt and expen- 
diture of pTiblic money, &c. &c. 

Besides the high functions performed by the Chancellor of 
the Kschequer in connexion witn tlie Treasury Board, it is also 
his duty to keep the Seal of the Court, and to affix the same to 
all instruments requiring; to be sealed ; the ministerial duly is 
performed, agreeably to ancient usage, by an officer called the 
Sealer, and this office is in the gift of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The office of Sealer and Under Secretary to the 
Chancellor is held by the same officer. The office of Principal 
Secretary to the Chancellor was abolished in 1830. When 
leases of Crown Lands passed under the I'lxchequer Seal, the 
Sealer was in the habit, before afiixing the Seal of the Court, 
to examine and ascertain that the instrument brought to be 
sealed corresponded with the dockets previously eniered in the 
Secretary's office. This was considered important, and more 
likely to he performed when the offices of Sealer and Under 
Secretary were held by the same person. It was not, however, 
a duty attached to the office of Sealer (a). All conveyances 
and leases of Crown Lauds are now made under the hands and 
seals of the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues. 

There are two Scale used by the Sealer — one the Great 
Seal of the Court of Exchequer, the other a small one, con- 
taining the initial letters of the names of the Chancellor of 
ihe Exehequer for the time being, and the letters C. E. (Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer) (b). 

The Great Seal of the Exchequer is not used more than 10 
or 12 times in the year, and then it is used jointly with the 
other seal, except on Seal days, when the Great Seal is sepa- 
rately used in passing the accounts in Court. 

The Initial Seal, affixed to all writs issuing from the office 
of Pleas and the office of the Queen's Remembrancer, is in 
daily use, and seldom idle during official hours. 'I'his seal 
formerly contained the initial letters in the name of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for the time being Great incon- 
venience having been experienced from a want of permanency 
in a public seal in such constant request, the initials C, E. were 
retained, and the initials of the Chancellors names were 
omitted. The solicitors practising in the Court of Exchequer 
have thus been relieved from an inconvenience of long standing, 
and are indebted equally to Mr. Baring, the late Chancellor of 
the Kxchequer, and the late Lord Chief Baron Abinger for 
the change. 
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Formerly there were fees reteivod at lliu Exchequer Seal 
Office for the use of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but in 
1831 he was placed on a fixed -alary, and the fees which he 
formerly look for liis own use were directed to be carried to 
the Treasury Fee Fund («)■ 

The Chancellor of the Exclie(|uer (h) also, in the absence of 
the Lord Chancellor, presides in the Court for the trial of'tlie 
Pix, which is now composed of members of the Privy Council, 
and is held at the Receipt of the Escliequer. 

The trial or assay of money is technical!) called the Trial of 
the Pix, from the box in which the coins selected for that 
purpose are conlaincd. In Huding's ■■ Annals ol the Coinage," 
it is stated that the modern practice is for the Master of the 
Mini to present a memorial, praying for a trial of the pix; 
upon which the Chancellor of ihe Kxchequer moves the Sove- 
reign in Council, who commands the trial to be holden. The 
members of the Privy Council are accordingly summoned. A 
precept is likewise directed by the Lord Chancellor to the 
Wardens of the Goldsmiths' Company to nominate a competent 
number of sufficient and able freemen of their Company, skilful 
to judge of and to present the defaults of the coinsj to be of 
the jury. This number is usually Iwenly-five, of which the 
Assay Master of the Company is one. 

No coin whatever is issued from the Mint until a portion 
of it has been assayed by the Queens Assayer. When that 
process has been gone through, one coin of each denomination 
is placed in whai is called " the Pix," meaning bos, chest, or 
casket; when so deposited, this box is sealed with three seals, 
and secured with three locks, the keys being separately kept by 
the Master of the Mint, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
the Queen's Assayer ; the pieces of coin so secured are given 
to the Jury to assay and compare with the trial plates, which 
are kept in the ancient Treasury in the Chapel of Edward the 
Confessor, in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey, the keys of 
which, and of the box in which the trial plates are deposited, 
are now in the custody of the Comptroller of the Exchequer and 
the Lords of the Treasury. As to the Mint, See the lleport 
pf the Committee of Council appointed to take inio considera- 
tion the State of the Coins, and the Establishment and consti- 
tution of the Mint.— Seas. Pap. H. C, No. 41 1 (1816). See 
also Sess. Paper (18'S7}, No, 465, being the Report of the 
Select Committee of H.C, The Com mill ee reported the evi- 
dence Qiily : the following, among other heads, will be found in 
the Evidence — Constitution and Privileges of the Provost and 
Company of Monrye.s— Trial of the Pix, &c. 
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But let UB see what was said in ancient times touching this 
trial of the Pix : — 

Madox states thut the Mints and the officers attached to 
them were under the supervisal and direction of the Chief 
Justices, or the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer. 
Edward I., by hia writ, commanded the Barons to take with 
them Gregory de Roheale, and straightivay before they retired 
from the Exchequer to open the boves of tne Assay of London 
and Canterbury, and to make the Assay in such manner as the 
King's Council were wont to do. In the 24th Edward I. an 
assay of silver was made in the presence of the Treasurer's 
Lieutenant, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and a Baron of 
the Exchequer. The writ runs thus : — " In preaetttia Domino- 
rum P. de Wylughhy tenentit locum Tliesaurarii, Cancellarii 
Scaccarii, Sf Johannis de Cobkam, Barents Scaccarii." 

In the 12th year of Edward II. a writ issued to the Barons 
of the Exchequer, reciting that the King's money minted in hia 
mints in the Bishopric of Durham and of St. Edmund, in the 
time of Edward 1. and the present King, had not yet been 
assayed or tried, and commanding them to cause the said 
money to be duly assayed and tried, and care to be taken 
about the same in other respects in such manner as was just, 
and had been accustomed. 

Also, in the 12th Edward 11., the Abbot gf St. Edmund was 
commanded by writ to cause the ministers of his Mint, within 
the Liberty of St. Edmund, to appear at the I'lschequer in the 
iiciaves of Candlemas, and to bring with them all the pises of 
assays made of the money minted in the said Mint, as well in 
the time of Edw. 1. as of the present King, and not yet 
assayed ; to the intent an assay might be made thereof, and 
such measures taken therein as the Court of Et:chcquer should 
direct. Accordingly the Sacrist of the Abbey was sent with two 
pixes containing the money taken out to make the assays (a). 



Under Tkeai^ureb. 

Under the head " Treasurer," mention has been made of a 
Lieutenant of the Treasurer. This officer was but a temporary 
appointment; but Coke, in his 4th Inst., p. 104, states, that 
the Under Treasurer was anciently called Locum tenens The- 
saurarii. 

It is not certain how early there was a permanent officer 
called Sub or Under Treasurer. 

We find in the " Foedera," sol. x., p. 113, in the time of 
Hen. V. (1 121j, that the Treasurer made a Declaration to the 

(o) Madyi, 198— iOO. 
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King of the State ol' the Revenue, similar to those Dcclarii- 
tions afterwards made by the Under Treasurer: whether this 
is any proof that there was not then an Under Treasurer is not 
here determined. 

It is quite clear that there was an Under Treasurer in the 
time of Hen. VI., though it has been staled that the office was 
first created in the time of Hen. VII. 

In the Printed Privy Council Proceedings, vol. iv., p. 266, it 
appears that John Darell, late Under Treasurer of England, 
was with others summoned to appear before the Privy Council 
on 6th July, 1434 (12 Hen. VI.), to be apposed, touching a 
certain sum of 500 marcs, which appeared on the roll of the 
Pell of Receipt of the Exchequer, siipposed to be paid by 
the hands of the Cofferer and Treasurer of tlie Household, the 
receipt of which had been denied; and having been sworn, the 
said John Darell answered and said, to his knowledge he made 
a bill of the same 500 marcs, and delivered the said bill 
to the Cofferer 1o be paid ; another person swore that the said 
John Darell brought up the said bill, and a woman in his hand, 
being in the said bill named, &c , charging the Tellers to pay 
the said woman the sum contained in the bill, &c.; and certain 
other persons were to appear before the Council, to show cause 
why they should not pay the said 50O marcs, " as it was by the 
Treasurer and Under Treasurer »t that time in a view shewed 
by the said Under Treasurer openly declared and appointed, 
8:c." 

The earliest declaration of the State of the Revenue by an 
Under Treasurer yet discovered among the records of the 
Receipt of the Exchequer is in 150? (Hen. VII.), being a 
Declaration of the State of the Treasury (of the Receipt and 
Expenditure) by John Cutte, Sub-Treasurer ; and there is a 
series during the whole of the reign of Henry VIII. 

An instance occurs of the Lord Treasurer being also Under 
Treasurer, as mentioned under the head " Treasurer."' 

The Earl of Southampton held both offices until the 13th 
of May, 1661, when by two seuaratePatents Lord Ashley was 
appointed Chancellor of the Exctiequer and Under Treasurer. 

It is not usual for the Under Treasurer to have the power to 
appoint a Deputy, but we find that, on the 27th March, 1701, 
Henry Boyle was appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Under Treasurer, by two separate Patents, in both of which he 
had the power to appoint a Deputy, 

His duties (says Colte, in his 4th Inst,, p. 104) are to do all 
things in the vacancy of the Treasurer that the latter does in 
the Receipt of the Exchequer. 

This office is now always joined to that of Chancellor of 
Exchequer, but by a separate Patent, as lias been already 
stated under the head " Chancellor of the Exchequer." 
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Bakons of Tim Exchequer. 

It was the business of the Ticaaiirijr and Barons to speed the 
levying^ and getting in of the King's Debts, and to manage 
the Crown Revenue to the best advantage. This was their 
incessant care, and ihe principal scope to which their proceed- 
ings tended (o). There is no doubt that, in early times, they 
exercised jurisdiction in Common Pleas, from which, however, 
they were reairained by Magna Charia and subsequent sta- 
tutes. It is well known that all kinds ol personal suits may 
now, by a fiction, be prosecuted in the Court of Exchequer. 

The Barons sometimes Burveyed the King's Manors and 
committed or demised them. They also sometimes, by the 
King's command or assent, committed the counties of the 
realm to Sherifis, and upon occasion removed Sheriffs from 
their Bailiwicks. In 26 and 27 Edw. I., a Baron of the Ex- 
chequer was appointed to survey the works in the King's Castle 
of Norwich. In I Edw. II., several Barons were assigned to 
survey the King's Castles and Manors in the several counties 
of England (b). I Nov., 48 Hen. II!.. the King, by Writ of 
the Great Seal, commanded John de Chishull, Archdeacon of 
London, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the rest resident 
there, to keep open the Exchequer as it was formerly wont to 
be i and because there was then no Bavon resident there, he 
assigned Robert de la Leye (a Remembrancer of the Exche- 
quer) to execute the office of a Baron ; and ordered that for 
the future they should write to all the Sheriffs of England con- 
cerning all business pertaining to the Exchequer, as they were 
formerly used to do. On the 30ih Nov. aforesaid, the King 
sent out a close Writ, importing that he had not yet appointed 
a Treasurer and Chancellor to reside at the Exchequer, and 
therefore he commanded Roger de la Leye to execute the 
offices of Treasurer and Chancellor till he should receive fur- 
ther orders. This desolate state of the Exchequer was occa- 
sioned by the troubles which were then in the realm, by 
means whereof there were no Barons resident at the Exchequer 
at Easter, in 49 Hen. Ill,, and the rents and farms then due 
were not paid in (c). 

49 Hen. III., Roger de Leye was appointed by Writ a Baron 
oT the Exchequer, and likewise to execute the office of Trea- 
surer till further order, and two other Barons were also then 
appointed (d). 

Chief Baron. — 10 Edw. 1 1 ., Walter de Norwich, Treasurer of 
the Exchequer, who had served the late and present King in 
several posts in the Exchequer, made humble suit to be dis- 
charged from his office; and thereupon the King discharged 

(a) Mados, S92. 
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Ilim with great piaise. and made him Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer (Capitalem Baronem Scaccarii). com man ding that he 
should be made privy to the King's Touncils, both secret and 
other, when he was able to attend (a). 

In pursuance of a provision made in the Parliament at 
I'ork, the King (12 Eriw. II.), by a Writ of Privy Peal, com- 
manded the Treasurer, that if the Barons of the Exchequer 
were found to be too numerous, he should advise which of 
them might be beet spared (i). 

In the 8th of Edw. I., the Chancellor oF the Exchequer and 
the Barons had each £40 a-jear (c). 

B^ Slat. 27 Edw. !. (Stat, de Fin.), c.2, it was ordained that 
one Baron and one clerk should be sent every year into every 
county, to inrol the names of all such as had paid the Debts 
exacted on them by Greenwax, and view afl Tallies and 
inrol them, and hear and determine all complaints against 
Sheriffs, Bailiffs, &c. 

Gilbert states, at p. 1 16, that in order to prevent the Barons 
and clerks going into every county, the Tally was inrolled at 
the time it was struck. 

Coke, in his4lh Inst.^p. 115, says. ■■The Barons are the Sovc- 
" reign Auditors of England, for if a man assign Auditors to a 
" Bailiff or Receiver to account, and the Auditors mil not allow 
■' just and reasunable allowances, but commit the Bailiff or 
■■ Receivers to prison, such prisoner may have an original 
■' Writ of e,\ parte talis retiifnable before the Treasurer and 
'■ Barons of Ihe Exchequer, &-c., for his relief in that behalf." 

Cursitor Baron. — The Cursitor Baron was so called because 
he was usually chosen from among the most experienced cleiks 
of the two Remembrancers, or from the office of the Clerk of 
the Pine. He was lo inform the Bench and the King's learned 
counsel, from time to time, both in and out of Court, what the 
course of Exchequer was {d). 



HeMEMDRANCI Its OF THE KxCHEQUBR. 

The Remembrancer was anciently called Memorator, and some- 
times Rememerator. In 14 Edw. I., the Remembrancers 
were simply referred lo as Remembrancers without other dis- 
tinctive titles. Thus one was called unus Rememuralorum. 
the other alter Rcmemoratorum : in process of time one i 
called the King's Remembrancer, the other the Treasurer's 
Remembrancer. In '26 and 27 Edw. I., one was called Rc- 
memoralor Regis, the other Rememerator Thcsaurarii (e). 

386. (c) Id. 587. 
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The Kino's Rkmembrancer. 

Coke, in his 4th Inst., p 108, says " That the office of t)ie 
King's Hcmembrancer consists principally of 8 duties — l.To 
write Process against Collectors of Customs, Subsidies, &e. 
— "2. To enter in his office all Recognizances before the 
Baron, and take Bonds for any of the King's debts, for 
observing of orders, or for appearances, and to make out 
Process upon every of them — -li. To make Process upon In- 
formations upon Penal Statnies, ail which Informaiions are 
entered in his office. — 4. He makes Bills of Composition, 
upon Informations, upon Bills of Penal Statute. — 5. He 
takes the Stalment of debts and enfereth them.— 6. The 
Clerk of ihe Star Chamber certified into his office the fines 
set in the Star Chambcru ; this officer made a record thereof, 
and drew them down into the Pipe, — 7. In this office ought 
to be delivered, to be safely kept, all Assurances, Convey- 
ances, and Kvidences, whereby any Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, or other things are granted to the King. — 
8. There is a Court of Equity held in the Exchequer 
Chamber, by English Bill : all the proceedings arc entered 
in this office." 

Vernon thus describes the business of this office: — -"The 
King's Remembancer in his office records all Fines and 
other Debts sent into his office, out of any other Court, and 
recovereth all such recognizances, amerciaments, fi. fac. of 
Sheriffs' moieties of Forfeitures, about custom, causes, or upon 
penal Laws, and the like, and sends the Records thereof into 
the Pipe ; and also of such Bonds and obligations as are for- 
feited, and recoveredfor the King, to be from thence drawn down 
and charged for His Majesty's service in the said Great Roll, 
And also makes forthwith writs of Distringas against all Ac- 
countants, whose names are to be entered upon the States 
of Accounts in his oifice, as well the Master of the Horse, 
the Keeper of the Wardrobe, Treasurer of the Chamber, 
Treasurer at Wars, Treasurer of the Navy, Collectors of Sub- 
sidies and Customs, and all Receivers of Revenues and other 
Accountants who are to make their Accounts in the Exchequer ; 
and against such as have any mom^y imprested to them for the 
King's sgiecial service, and the like ; and to see Issues returned 
against them, until they shall perfect their Accounts before the 
several Auditors thereunto assigned, and enter the same upon 
the Roll of the States of Accounts in his office ; and before 
Ihe Treasurer's Remembrancer, upon the Roll of Vieivs in his 
office from whence the said Accounts, after they are declared 
before the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer, and so 



110 THE EXCHEQTTER. * 

entered as aforesaid, were also sent into the Pipe, there (o 
remain as evidence upon lecord ; as also to the end Process 
may be made from thence for such Supers and debts as are 
therein depending. And all such Issues as are lost by any of 
the said Accountants, for their not accounting in due time, 
and by the Sheriffs returned upon the said fFrits of Distringas 
sent from the office of the King's Remembrancer, are in like 
manner twice in the year to be estreated to the Clerk of Es- 
treats, to be by him sent forth in summons of the Greenwax. 
In his office also is kept the Red Book, which is a Treatise of 
the Ancient Bules and Laws of the Exchequer, conceiveil to be 
collected by Gervasius Til burien sis, temp. Hen. II., which book 
is commonly sent by the Cursitor Baron into ihe King's Bench 
and Common Pleas in the Term time, to remove any matter 
sued there against any officer, minister, or servitor of theirs, or 
any Accountant there that prayeth his privilege in due time, 
upon which Red Book so showed, and the party testified by 
the Baron to be of that Court, his privilege is usually allowed. 
And both Remembrancers make forth copies to the Auditors of 
all seizures made by Sheriffs for any debts, or by reason of any 
Alienations, Outlawries, or other duties to the King, upon the 
Writs sent out from their offices, to be by the same Auditors re- 
spectively charged in the said SheriiTs Foreign Accounts, in 
which their said Foreign Accounts, the said Auditors which 
take these Accounts arc to enter the particulars wherewith 
every Sheriff chargeth himself for the goods and chattels of 
felons, outlawed and attainted persons, waifs, estraies, and the 
like, according to the ancient course of the Exchequer" (a). 

By Stat. 5 Ric. II. e. 14, s. I, the Clerk of the Pipe and 
the Remembrancers were directed to see every Writ sent to the 
Exchequer, for the final discharfre of any person, and every 
of thum to whom it pertained to make due execution thereof. 
And that from henceforth the two Remembrancers to be 
sworn to make a Schedule of all persons discharged in their 
offices, by Judgment or otherwise, of any demands in the 
Exchequer, and to deliver the Schedule to the Clerk of the 
Pipe, in order to discharge the parties in the Great Roll ; and 
the Clerk of the Pipe, for his part, to certify all discharges in 
his office, to the intent they might be discharged in all places 
in the Exchequer. 

The office of King's Remembrancer was held by Patent, to be 
exercised by himself or his sufficient Deputy; and it was in 
practice formerly executed entirely by Deputy. 

By the Stat. I Geo. IV. c, 35, the duties of the King's Remem- 
brancer and his Deputy were considerably abridged. Before 
that Act, the money and stocks belonging to the Suitors 
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directed to be brought into Court were ordered to be paid to 
the Deputy Remembrancer, or to be transferred to his name. 
But that Act directs an Accountant to be appointed ; before 
which Act the Deputy Remembrancer was the ofScer to whom 
references were made on the Equity side of the Court, and he 
executed in that respect duties analogous to the Masters in the 
Court of Chancery. The Act also directed two Masters to be 
appointed to perform, among other things, the duties on the 
Equity side of the Court. The duties of the officers appointed 
under the above Act will be found in the Report of the Com- 
missioners on the Duties, &c., in Oourls of Justice, 18'22. 
— Sess. Pap., H.C., 1822, No. 125. 

By Slat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, s. 41, the several offices of 
the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, Pipe, Clerk of Estreats, 
Surveyor of Greenwax, Foreign Apposer, and Clerk of the 
Nichils, were abolished, and their Records directed to be 
delivered to the King's Remembrancer, who was directed to 
perform such duties as remained of the abolished offices. 

By Stat. 5 Vict- c. 5, the Equity Side of the Exchequer was 
transferred to Chancery. 

By Stat. 5 and 6 Vict. c. 86, several other offices in the 
Queen's Remembrancer's Department, belonging partly to the 
Equity side and partly to the Revenue side, were abolished, 
and the office of the Remembrancer was regulated, and other 
officers appointed by the Treasury, under the authority of the 
said Act. 

The Queen's Remembrancer is now the only Revenue officer 
left of the Ancient Exchequer. 



The Loud Treasurer's Remembrancisi!. 

Coke, in his 4th Inst., p, 108, says, "That the office of the 
Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer principally consists in eight 
duties; 1. To preserve the broad-spreading and fruitful tree 
of Tenures, and the Jurisdiction of the Court of Wards, which 
some time were within the survey of this Court, but since taken 
from it, he makes out Process for the King's Revenue, by 
reasons of the tenures of the King (W^ards excepted). 2. He 
makes Process of fieri fac. and extent for debts due to the 
King either in the Pipe or with the Auditors. 3, He makes 
Process against all Sheriff's, Escheators, Receivers, and Bailiff's, 
to bring them to account. 4. To make an entry of record, 
whereby it appeareth, whether Sheriff's and other Accountants 
pay their Prefers due at Easter and Michaelmas. 5. He makes 
another entry of record, to the end it may be known whether 
Sheriffs and other Accountants keep their days of prefixion. 
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6. The Greenwax is certified into his office, and by him 
delivered to the Clerk of the Estreats. 7- There ought (o 
be brought into this office all the Accounts of Customers. 
Controllers, and all other Accounts, to make thereof in this 
office an entry of record, to avoid all delay and concealment 
in the King's buainess. 8. See Stat. 5 Ric. 11.. c. 14, s. I." 

Vernon, pp. 17 to 20, and 25 to 27, thus describes his 
duties :— " It was his duty (as respects all sums of money as. 
by the award of the Court, were put into the Schedule of the 
Pipe for stronger process) (a) to make forth, at the next 
Liberate or Sealing Day, Ihe strongest process to the Sheriffs 
(as the case misht require). 

He recovered also such amerciaments as were so imposed 
by the Court, and such reliefs as belonged to the King afler 
the death of any person dying, seized in whom such reliefs 
were due, and such sums as any Sheriff charged himself, by 
way of fieri feci, and the like, as also all such extents and 
certificates of the goods, and two parts of the land-' of 
Recusants as were K)und by inquisition, alt which the sard 
Treasurer's Remcmbiancer in like manner sent down into thp 
Pipe to be put in charge in the said Great Roll, and prepared 
'J)e originals sent into his office from Chancery, and thereupon 
made Ingrossai. against all rents reserved upon Grants in Fee 
Farm, or upon any Farm or Custodies for lite or years, or for 
BO long time as the same continued in the King's hands, for 
the Clerk of the Pipe to draw down from thence yearly, to 
be put in charge in the said Great Roll after the Title of 
Nova oblata. And the said Treasurer's Remembrancer made 
forth out of his oiKce Writs of Distrigas to all Sheriffs against 
the King's Tenants, for preserving his Majesty's Tenures 
and services, and the Issues thereupon returned by the said 
Sheriffs, certified to the Clerk of the Estreats, twice in the 
year to be sent forth to the Sheriff in the summons of the 
Greenwax, And for the fines due to the King for respiting 
the homage of his Tenants, the said Treasurer's Remembrancer 
charged himself with all those Fines which are drawn into 
the Pipe, and by him answered into the Receipt, an also for 
all the Castle-ward rents in several Counties, payable to 
the Castle of Dover; but by Stat. 32 Hen. VIII. c. 48, paid 
into the Exchequer. 

He also, upon certificate from Justices of Assize, ratified 
and allowed under Ihe hand of the Under Treasurer of the Ex- 
chequer, rules petitions for allowances to Sheriffs for carriage 
or removing prisoners, reparations of gaols, &c. All which 



(a) Deliti and Famx which vera not imiwcred after one Sum 
thp Schfilule of Ihe Pipe for itronget Pmceu.— Vemou, p. 94. 
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jJctitionB are entered upon reconl in tlic Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer's Office, to be sent down to the Clerk of the Pipe, to 
lie entered and allowed upon the Sheriff's account in the 
Annual or Great Holl of the Pipe. 

By Stat. 5 Ric. II., s. 1, c. 14, the Clerk of the Pipe 
and the Renieinbrancer were directed to see every Writ sent 
to the Exchequer for tlie final discharge of any person, and 
every of them to whom it periaincd, to nialic due execulion 
thereof. And that From henceforth the two Rem em b rani' era 
were to be sworn to make a Schedule of all persons discharged 
in their offices by judgment or otherwise, of any demands 
in the Exchequer, and to deliver the Schedules to the Clerk 
of the Pipe in order to discharge the parties in the Great 
Roll, And the Clerk of the Pipe for his part was to certify ail 
discharges in his office, to the intent they might be discharged 
in all places in the Exchequer- 

The duties performed by the Treasurers Remembrancer 
and his officers at a later period arc particularly set forth in 
a presentment of Jurors empannelled and sworn '.)th July, 
173"), printed in the Preface to Jones's Index to the Origin - 
alia, p. xxxiii. 

They are likewi e set forth in the Report of the Commis- 
sioners on the Duties, &c., in Courts of Justice, 1S22— Sess. 
Paper. H. C. 1822. No. 125. 

The office was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 "Will. IV. c. ^19. 
s 41, and such of the duties as remain are performed by the 
Queen's Remembrancer. 



Clerk op the Pipe, or Inghosser of the Cheat Roll. 

The Clerk of the Pipe (who was the Clerk of the Treasurer on 
the Account Side), in the Patent of his office, was called the 
Ingrosser of the Great Roll. His office is as ancient probably 
su the Exchequer. It was his business to put in charge on the 
Great Roll of the Pipe the whole of the Revenue, and from 
him the Sheriff received his Quietus. In the 3rd of Edw. I., 
we find mention of two writers of the Great Roll. In the 30th of 
Edw. I., Nicolas dn Balscotc was appointed by Letters Patent 
to the office of Grossaria (or Iiigrossership). Edw. II., in the lat 
of his reign, sent a Writ of the Great Seal to Hugh de Netting- 
ham, willing that ho should execute the office of Keepership of 
the Great Rolls of the Exchequer, in like manner as he had 
done in the time of Edw. I. In 16th Edw. II., certain provisions 
touching the Exchequer were made at York ; among other 
matters it was set forth thai the Great Roll of one year was 
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then larger than it was wont to be in three or four years, in the 
time of the King's ancestors ; that there were several accounis 
for former years still in arrear, and that the business in the Es- 
. chequer daily increased ; and therefore it was ordained that two 
Clerks, who were to be at the King's wages, should be em- 
ployed to ingross the Foreign Accounts, in aid of the said 
Ingrosser, until the affairs of the Exuhciiuor should be put in 
abetter method of dispatch (a). This matter ia also mentioned 
under the head ■' Foreign Accounts," p, 72. 

For the manner of putting in charge — how the Pipe Rolls 
were made up, Sec, see "Pipe Roll," p. 61. 

By Stat. 5 Hie. II., s. I, c. 14. the Clerk of the Pipe and 
the Remembrancers were directed to see every Writ sent to the 
Exchequer for the final discharge of any person, and every of 
them to whom it pertained, to make due execution thereof. 
And that from thenceforth the two Remembrancers were 
directed to send to the Clerk of the Pipe Schedules of all per- 
sona discharged in their offices, by Judgment or otherwise, of 
any demands ; and the Clerk of the Pipe for his part was to 
certify all discharges in his office, to the intent they might be 
discharged in all offices in the Exchequer, as staled under the 
respective Heads of the King's and Treasurer's Remembrancer. 

He made out Leases of Crown Lands, until the passing of 
Stat. I and 2 Geo. IV. c. 52, by which the Leases pass through 
the Office of Woods and Forests. 

The office was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, s. 4L 



Comptroller of the Pipe, 

It is stated in Vernon, that the Comptroller of the Pipe 
was anciently styled the Clerk of the Chancellor, and in like 
manner the Clerk of the Pipe was styled Clerk of the Trea- 
surer. Coke, in his 4th Inst., p. 106, says, that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is the Comptroller of the Pipe (6). — See 
under the head " Chancellor of the Exchequer," pp. 99, 100. 

The duty of the Comptiollor of the Pipe was to write a Dupli- 
cate of the Great or Pipe Roll, to remain in his custody for 
the better safeguard and controlment of the Revenues; and 
twice every year to make forth process from the Great Roll to 
all Sheriffs, called the Summons of the Exchequer (c). 

It was his duty to see ihat the Clerk of the Pipe did not dis- 
charge the Accountants improperly,or without sufficient warrant. 



(i) Ver., 
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and to inform the Court of irregularities therein; if he failed 
herein he might be imprisoned a year and 40 days, and 
punished at the pleasure of the King (a). 

About the beginning of Edw. III. (says Vernon), when the 
casual revenue, called the Greenwax, was so much increased 
that the Comptroller of the Pipe could not well undergo the 
burthen of the whole, there was a new officer, called the Clerk 
of Estreats, introduced, to write the Summons for the Green- 
wax, only in assistance of the Comptroller ; from which time a 
distinction arose between the Summons of the Pipe and the 
Summons of the Greenwax (6). 

Theotfice was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will, IV. c. 99, a, 41 . 



Clerk of the Kstreais. 

It would seem that in early times process was sent out by 
one officer both for the certain and casual Revenue. The 
Clerk of the Estreats, who was also Clerk of the Foreign Sum- 
mons (c), appears to have been appointed about the begin- 
ning of Edw. III., in order to write the Summons of the 
Greenwax only, in assistance of the Comptroller of the Pipe, 
who made out Process from the Great Roll to the Sheriffs, 
called the Summons of the Exchequer. From this time the 
two summonses were distinguished as the Summons of the 
Pipe and the Summons of the Greenwax; the latter was so 
called from being under a Seal of Green Wax, and was the 
summons for the casual revenue, which consists of forfeitures. 
Sic, before the different Justices, Commissioners of Sewers, 
Clerks of the Market, &c. ; such as Fines, Issues, Amercia- 
ments, Recognizances, &c. (d). 

The course was for these Estreats to be sent to the Lord 
Treasurer's Remembrancer's office, and from thence {after an 
entry made of the numbers of every schedule, &c.) they were 
delivered, together with those of the Exchequer {as well in 
that office as in the otfices of the King's Remembrancer and 
the ClerK of the Pleas), to the Clerk of the Estreats for execu- 
tion or process, to be directed to the Sheriffs or other Account- 
ants for the same. 

Slat. 16 Edw. II. shows the form and manner of sending in 
the Estreats. 

The office of Clerk of the Estreats was abolished by Stat. 
3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, s. 41, and provision made for bringing 
nlhe Estreats. 



{a) Vernon, 28. 
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FORBIGN ApPOSER. 




The Foreign Apposcr is said to have been appointed about 
the lifgiiiiiing of the reign of Edw. !II., for the purpose of 
apposing Sheriffs upon the Bummons of the Greenwax, who 
was forthwith afier every such Apposal fo senJ the whole 
charge wherewith every Sheriff charged himself of the said 
Greenwax, in every tiile into the Pipe, there to be added to 
the olhcr charge of each Sheriff upon his account in the Great 
Holl (a). 

He apposed also Bailiffs of Liberties touching their Green- 
wax (/)). 

In every year after every issuable Term, he received from 
the Sheriffs a copy of the Summons of Greenwax, which 
had been previously issued to them. With that copy of 
Process he attended the Apposal, and set over upon such 
copy the Fines which were totted to the Crown, or to the 
I-ords of the Liberty, according to claim, and also marked 
the nichils or nihils. He had with him a book, containing a 
list of all Liberties and Franchises claiming Greenwax money. 
Me had also a distinct list of the Liberties of the Duchy of 
Lancaster. 

The Clerk of the Estreats delivered to him a Duplicate of 
the Fines, &c., which had not been in process. 

By the above two modes, there came to him an account of 
all the Fines, Penalties, and Forfeited Recognizances imposed 
(except those belonging to the principality of Wales, or 
Counties Palatine) which did not pass through his office. 

He made up annually an Account, called an Escrow, being 
a statement of the sum total of these Fines, &c., and distin- 
guishing also the amount of the sum total set over to each 
claimant (c). 

The office was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 



,41. 



Clerk of the Nich! 



When the Foreign Account of the Sheriff was gone throu) 
before the Foreign Apposcr, the Clerk of the Estreats and t 
Clerk of the Nichila met and made up two Rolls ; the one of 
those sums which the Sheriff had totted, which was entered on 
the Pipe Roll, to be a charge upon his final Account: the 
other a Roll of Nichils. or of the Debts which the Sheriff had 



I 

Ihd 



R,(Awi.0.1 



lOS.^^^ 



THE EXCHEQUEB. 



117 



nicltilled ; these were likewise drawn down into the Pipe, and 
it was iisiia\ to issue llie Summons of the Pipe in order to levy 
the same. IC not then answertd, they were put into the 
Schedule of the Pipe, and Iransnilled to the Treasurer's Re- 
membrancer For stronger Process (a). 

See Stat. 27 Edw f. (Stat, de Fin.), s. 2. 

The o£Gce was abolished by Slat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99. 



ClKHK op TH!'. Writb. 

We find that in the 5th of Edw. I. there was a Clerk of the 
Writs of the Exchequer, who beltmged to the office of the Chan- 
cellor of the E.\chequer. In the 6th year of Edw. I. there 
appear to have been two, for Lawrence de Lincoln was Clerk 
of the Writs, and he had one Adam for his companion, or 
fellow-clerk (b). ^ 



Marshal of the Exchequek. 

He was Deputy to the Marshal of England. Whilst an 
Account was pending he had the keeping of several sorts of 
Writs and Vouchers produced to the Court by Debtors or 
Accountants, which he used to keep in Forules or Binns, or in 
Filets or Files, or in a Burse or Bag. The Forules were 
digested by Counties. In the Exchequer Records frequent 
mention is made of the Forulus Maresealli. When Accountants 
made default, &c., they were committed to the Marshal. 
Accountants assigned their Attorneys before him. (c) 

Coke, in his 4th Inst. p. 107, says, " That such olliccs as are 
" found Virtute officii, and brought into the Exchequer, are 
" delivered to the Marshal, to be by him delivered to the Lord 
'■ Treasurer's Remembrancer. He also appointed Auditors to 
"Sheriffs, Escheators, Customers, and Collectors, for taking 
" their Accounts.'' — See also Vernon, p. 37. See also the 
Dialogue, Book L, chap. v. 



CoNSTAULE OV TilE EXCHEQUER. 

He was Deputy to the Constable of England, He s 
have had a concurrent or like power with the Marshal, (rf) 
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It IB stated in the Dialogue, Book I., chap, v., that it was 
his duty to attest (together with the President) the King's 
Writs, issued fiom the Treasury, or srich things as were to be 
accounted for by those who made up the Account. Also, (to- 
gether with the Marshal,) to reckon up the Liveries of the King's 
servants wheu (hey came for their wa^ea. 



USHEK OV THE EXCHEQUER. 

'ITie Hereditary Usher was a very ancient office. He acted 
by Deputy in the Great Exchequer, in the Exchequer of (he 
Jews, and in the Common Pleas, (a) This office was a grant 
from the Crown in the time of Hen. H. (b) 

It was his duty to transmit the Siimmonses for levying the 
Kind's Debts, and he employed messengers to convey them. It 
was his duty also to keep the Exchequer safely, to take care of 
the doora and the avenues, bo that the Kecords might he in 
safety, (e) 

He made provision of all necessaries, both of the Great 
Exchequer and the Receipt, (d) 

The office was abohshed by Stat. 23 Geo. IH. c. 82, after 
the death or surrender of the then possessor, and the presiding 
oflicer in each office in the Receipt of the Exchequer was 
directed to supply the necessary articles heretofore supplied by 
the Usher. 



Parcel Makers. 

By Stat. 5 Ric. II. c. 12, two Clerks were appointed to make 
Parcel of Accounts in the Exchequer to them that would de- 
mand the same. 

They were called Parcel MaksTS, because they made Parcels 
of all Escheators' Accounts, and received out of the Treasurer's 
Remembrancer's Office all the Transcripts of Offices sent there 
yearly out of the Chancery, which were found by any Escheators, 
and out of those they were to collect into a particular Roll the 
Parcels wherewith every Escheator was to he charged by the 
Anditor on his Account; but the Escheators were, in the time 
of Queen EHzabeth, discharged from making Accounts lor any 
new Escheats, the same being put in charge in the Court of 
Wards, (e) 

Among other complaints of the Sheriffs in the time of Car. I., 
one was that they had to account before the Parcel Makers of 

(6) Hep. of Ci.m. nil SLilnties, itc, In amtts of Jualice, 1822. 
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the Exchequer for Buch Felons' Goods and other like Escheats 
with which they had been charged by the Auditors upon their 

Foreign Accounts (a). 



St)RVEYOK-GE^ERAL OF GrRENWAX. 

The Survey of the Greenwax w;vs originally in the Clerk of 
the Pipe and the Comptroller of llie same. Afterwards, when 
the Clerk of the Estreats and Fortign Apposer were appointed, 
beginning of Edw. III., it was under their control until James 
the First, when the Surveyor of the Greenwax was appointed 
to control the Clerk of Estreats and Foreign Apposer. His 
Patent extends to England and Wales, in which he is also 
called Receiver, 

Vernon, 103, states, " that this appointment appears to have 
been instead of the provision of Stat. 27 Edw. I. (de Fin,), c. 2, 
by which one Baron and a Clerk were directed to be sent 
through every shire of England, lo inrol tlie names of all who 
had paid the year's debts exacted by Greenwax, and to hear 
and determine complaints against Sheriffs, Baililfs, &c." And 
Gilbert, 116, states, "that to prevent tho Barons and Clerks 
goingj as staled above, the Tallies were inrolled at the time 
they were struck." 

The Revenue of Greenwax, under hia superintendence, was 
divided into two parts: — 1. The Post Fines charged in the 
Sheriff's Account, and discharged in the same by the acquit- 
tance of the Farmer of those Fines. 2. 'I'he other part was 
casual. 

His duties were — 1. To see that all officers and persons who 
returned Estreats into the Exchequer performed their duty, 
which if they neglected, upon information from the Treasurer's 
Remembrancer, or the Clerk of the Fstrcats, he prosecuted the 
offenders according to an order of Court — Easter Term, 12 Will. 
and Mary (10 May). See the Order printed in the 23rd Rep. 
on Finance, App. O, 3. See also the Book of Orders in the 
Treasurer's Remembrancer's Office. 

He was present at the Apposals of Sheriffs upon the Writs 
and Process of Greenwax in the Exchequer Chamber, the 
former before the Barons, the latter before tlic Foreign Apposer. 
He took care that the Sheriffs charged themselves with all the 
debts they ought to have levied, and that Lords of Liberties 
did not claim any part but what was granted by their 
Charters (b). 

On 25th of June, I Car. I., tho Surveyorship was granted to 
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Cliristoplier Vernon and John ParltinBon; and in 2 Car. I. 
Ihey were established in the execution uf their office in Easter 
Term, when, after divtre meetings of the officers of the Ex- 
chequer before the Barons, certain orders were agreed to for 
the better managing of the said Revenue, and were set up in 
Tables in the Court of Kxcheqiier at Westminster. A Decla- 
ration of their appointment, and the motives whinh occasioned 
it, and the abuses tiicy foiind. and the course taken for reform- 
ing the same, is set forth in the 23rd Report on Finance (App. 
O, 4 a). See also Reports of H. C. vol. 13, p. 101. 

By an account rendered by George Rose, Surveyor and 
Receiver-General of the Greenwux, from 21 July 1775, to 21 
July 17S8, it seems (hat the Sheriffs, &c., paid the sums they 
received in respect of the Greenwax to the Surveyor and 
Receiver, and were discharged in the Pipe, by his Acquittance 
remaining in the custody of the Clerk of the Pipe, (a) 

The office was abolished by Stat. 3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99. 




Surveyor-General of Crown Lands. 

The earliest mention of this office is probably to be found in 
the Statute called " Lcs Estatuz del Eschckere," of uncertain 
date, but placed among the Authentic Statutes of (he Realm at 
the end of the reign of Edw. 11, See Statutes of the Realm, 
vol. i. p. 197. The date of this Statute is probably about the 
4th of Edw. I.; it appoints Sheriffs to be Eschea'ors, which 
fact was certainly about that date. See Madox, 4to., vol. ii. 
p. 175. See First Report of the Deputy Keeper of Records, 
p. 139. 

By the above Statute three able persons were directed to be 
appointed lo go through the Realm to Survey, and find the 
Wards and Escheats, from year to year; and the Sheriffs, by 
their counsel, were to approve and let to farm, or otherwise, 
such Wards and Escheats, for the King's most advantage. I'he 
said three persons were to keep the King's Demesnes, and lo 
be answerable for the Issues, and to have power to let small 
manors and demesnes, &c., to farm, from year to year, and the 
farmers to be chargeable to such principal approvers, and they 
to the Exchequer. 

In Stat. 3 Hen. VIII. c, 23, and other subsequent Slalutes 
of that reign. Special Commissions were issued for similar pur- 
poses, and two Courts were at length erected in that reign, one 
called the Court of General Surveyors, and the other the Court 
of Augmentations, both which were afterwards amalgamated in 
the latter, and two General Surveyors apijointed, besides two 

■ji. ,111 Fiinucc. [App. O a. 6, (j; ri'talboRpp. H.C. v„l, la. ji, 1U3, 



Surveyors of Woods of the said Court, one for this and one for 
the otiier side of the Trent. After the said Court was annexed 
to the Exchequer (I Mary), there were particular Surveyors of 
each County. 

How early afterwards there was a General Surveyor does not 
appear; but there are Letters Patent, dated 28 April, 1 Car. I. 
(1625), granting to Sir Thomas Fanshaw the office of Surveyor- 
General of all Honors, Castles, Lordships, Chaces, Lands, 
Tenements, Woods, Rents or Revenues^ Possessions or Here- 
ditaments within England, the Principality and Lordship of 
Wales, as wcli within as without the Liberties ; and directs all 
ShcriffB, Surveyors of Woods, Citra and Ultra Trent, particular 
Surveyors, Woodwards, Bailiffs, &c., to be aiding and assisting 

The duties of this Officer are described in the '23rd Report of 
the Committee on Finance. 

He had the Superintendence and Management of the Land 
Revenue, under the control of the Treasury. All Petitions 
and Memorials for Leases or Grants of any part of that Revenue 
were referred from the Treasury to him. for his opinion and 
report. He ascertained the value of each estate, what improve- 
ments might be made, &c. He caused Surveys of the Estates 
to he made by practical Surveyors, which were returned into and 
filed in his office, He made out Constats, or Particulars for 
Leases of Houses and Lands, and suggested what Covenants 
and Agreements were necessary ; and it was liis Department to 
see that such Covenants, &c., were duly performed. All Peti- 
tions, Memorials, Reports, Warrants, Constats, Particulars, 
Surveys, &c., concerning Crown Leases, and the Leases them- 
selves, were entered at length in liis office. Registers were 
kept so as to keep in view the reversionary rights of the Crown. 
Every treaty for an Inclosurc of Land in which the Crown was 
interested was arranged and settled by him, so far as the 
Crowu was concerned. All applications for the King's consent 
to Bills for Inclosures, Drainage, Embankment, or Exchange 
of Lands, or for Sale of Lands or other rights, making Canals, 
&c., affecting the interest of the Crown, were referred to him 
for his opinion and report, previously to His Majesty's consent 
being signified. He conducted the sale of Fee-Kirm rents, 
authorized by Stat. 34 Geo. IH. All contracts for such sales 
were made with the Surveyor -General, and the certificates or 
conveyance on every contract was prepared in his office (a). 

It is stated, in the 17th Report of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry into Woods, &e. (1793), that the Survey or- General 
of Crown Lands acted in conjunction with the Surveyor- 
General of Woods and Forests ; but at the beginning of the 

(a) iSid Ke|j. mi Fiuaiico ( HDb), App. S. 7 ; uIbo Hep. H. C, vul. 1 3, p. I ■iO. 
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then present century, when the greater part of the Eelatcs hac) 
been granted a»ay, and the Civil List Act of Queen Anne had 
restrained the Crown from further ahcnation, less attention 
was given to the Land Revenue. The co-operation of the 
Surveyor-Genpral of Crown Lands in the management of the 
Forests was discontinued, and the Woods and Forests were 
loft to the management of a single ofBcer, as ihe demised 
Estates of the Crown were to the Surveyor- General of Crown 
Lands, (a) 

Stat. 34 Geo- IIL c. 75 (1794). estabhshed a better system, 
as regards the Land Revenue, chiefly as to Leases, and gave 
the Surveyor- General an Establishment of officers, by authority 
of which Act the Surveyor- General made Four Triennial 
Reports. The said Surveyor died in 1809, and the office was 
carried on for a shori time by a subordinate officer, until June 
11^10, when Stat. 50 Geo- 111. c. 65, united the offices of Sur- 
veyor-General of the Land Revenue and Surveyor-General of 
Woods and Forests, and gave their functions to a Board of 
Commissioners, called the Comniiss loners of His Majesty's 
Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues. 



Auditors. 



The Treasurer and Barons were the Povereign Auditors of 
the Kingdom (J), before whom the Sheriffs passed Iheir 
Accounts, and afterwards before the Clerk of the Pipe. See 
Stat. 3 Geo, I- c. 15. s. 6; and also a memorandum in a 
Schedule to the said Act, p. 457. 

Also in early times. Accounts of some part of the Revenue. 
&c., were usually audited by some of the Justices, or Burons, 
or by Clerks, or persons assigned hac vice for tiiat purpose by 
the King, or Treasurer and IJarons (c). 



Auditors of Foreign Accoukts. 

It was not till the reign of Edw, IL that we find any settled 
Auditors. In that reign certain Clerks were appointed to 
audit the Foreign Acrounts of the Exchequer (that is, those 
accounts which were Foreign to the Pipe): these officers ap- 
pear, then, to have been settled officers, because, upon the 
death of one of them, another was put in his place. In the 
9ih of Edw. II. R. dc Ludawas admitted one of the Clerks 
lately deputed to audit the Foreign Accounts. By the exprcs- 

fa) mil Rep. Com. of Inq, into Woodb, i«., 1793, p. 15. 
(A) 22i.a Fmance K*p.. 1797. Cvke'i ilh InaM19. 
(r) Example) will be found in MbUdx, 72»— 731. 
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sion lately, it would seem that they were officers lately intro- 
duced. 

In the 15lh of Edw. IT. mention is made of Auditors of the 
Accounts of BailiH's, Miniaters, and other Receivers of particular 
Lands specified. And in the I6th of the same King, two 
Auditors were appointed of the Accounts of the Custodca of the 
goods and chattels, and of tlie Bailiffs and Cuslodes of the 
I>ands and Tenements of the late Karl of Lancaster, and other 
rebels in Norfolk, Suffolk, and other Counties. These were, no 
doubt, the Foreign Auditors ; for it will be seen, by Stat. 3 Hen. 
VIII. e. 23, that these Foreign Auditors were the Auditors of the 
Exchequer, and that there were no other settled Auditors until 
the above-mentioned Statute was passed, in which reference is 
made to the Foreign Auditors then existing, who also audited the 
Bailiffs and other Ministers' Accounts; and it sets forth that, 
in the time of Hen. VII., divers Receivers, Bailiffs, Feodaries, 
Reeves, Farmers, Fee-farmers, and other occupiers of the King's 
Honors, Castles, Lordships, Manors, Lands, &c., as well in 
Kngiand and Wales as in Calais and the Marches thereof in Uie 
King's possession, as well by ancient inheritance of the Crown as 
by Rebellion and Forfeiture, or by reason of the Nonage of his 
Wards, or by purchase, or by Royal Prerogative, accounted by 
word of mouth before Sir Reginald Bray, Sir Robert Southwell, 
and others, whom the King at divers times appointed for the 
more speedy payment of his revenue, and the Accounts to be 
more speedily talien than could have been done after the course 
of the Exchequer. The Act proceeds to adopt a similar course, 
and to appoint General Surveyors and Approvers of Lands, and 
to give tnera power to call Accountants before them to account 
in the Prince's Chamber at Westminster. Stats. 4 Hen. VIH. 
c. 18, and G Hen. VIII. c. 24, continued the above course, and 
appointed persons, called the King's General Surveyors, who 
were to be named in a Commission to take accountof all things 
contained in a Schedule annexed to the latter Act, and which 
Surveyors were declared to be Chief Auditors, and to have pro- 
eminence above all oihev Auditors, and the Accountants were 
directed to account before the said Surveyors or the Foreign 
Auditors appointed, or to be appointed; and the Act was not 
to be prejudicial to the Foreign Auditors for the time being, who 
were to receive their wages, ike„ the same as before the passing 
of the said Act, and who were directed to take all Ministers' 
Accounts, that is to say, Feodarics, Baliffs, Reeves, Heywards. 
Bedylls, and all other Ministers, as they might have done before 
the passing of said Act, saving only that the said General Sur- 
veyors or Chief Auditors were to have authority from time to 
time to control, reform, and order all the accounts of the said 
Foreign Auditors, &c. 

Stat. 7 Hen. VIII. c. 7, repealed the latter Act, and 
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appointed like officers, and made similar piovisions. The 
Schedule mentions the hke number of Receivers and General 
Receivers and Chamberlains. Besides the revenue of Lands, 
certain new Customs of Wine were directed to be accounted 
for before the said General Surveyors. 

Stat. 14 and 15 Hen. Vlll, c. 15, continued the above. 

Stat. 27 Hen, VIII. c. 62, made the above perpetual. 

Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. c. 39, referring to the above Statutes, 
erected the Court of General Surveyors of the King's Lands, 
and appointed Auditors and Recoivera, 

The above Court was dissolved, together with the F^rst 
Court of Augmentations, and a new Court of Augmentations 
erected by Letters Patent, 38 Hen. VIII. (a), amalgamating 
the said two abolished Courts, and 10 Auditors of the Revenues 
of the said Court were appointed, and two other Auditors, called 
Auditors of Prests and Foreign Accounts. 

By authority of Stat. 1 Mary, Sess. 2, c. 10, the saidCourtof 
Augmentations was annexed to the Exchequer by Letters 
Patent, 23 and 24 January, 1553-4; the latter contains a 
Schedule of Direction for the management thereof, consisting 
of 37 Articles. By Article 29, the Accounts of the Hanaper, 
the Butlerage, the Staple of Calais, and the Revenues of the 
Counties there, the Prests, the Mints, the Great Wardrobe, 
the Customers of the Ports of Chester, Berwick, &c., were 
directed to be verily taken and engrossed by the Auditors of the 
Exchequer, according to the ancient Laws of the same Covirt, 
and, as heretofore accustomed, before the erection ef the Courts 
of Survey and Augmentations. 



Auditors of Imprest. 



The first mention of Auditors of Imprest (or Prest) was in 
the Court of Augmentations above-mentioned, and there they 
were styled Auditors of Prests and Foreign Accounts ; and Article 
29 of Annexation (quoted above) plainly points out that that 
distinction was to he preserved for the future in the Kxchcquer 
— hence the origin of Auditors of Imprest; and from that time 
we may consider the distinction between them and the Auditors 
of the Land Revenue, who will be noticed hereafter. 

The Auditors of Imprest merged in the office of ihcCommis- 
aioners for auditing Public Accounts, which was established by 
Letters Patent of 5th July 1785, by authority of Stat. 25 Geo. 
III. c. 52. 




{a) Rot. Pat. 38 H«ii. ^'111. (1 Jui.), port 9, m. 49, (\b). 
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Auditors of the Land Revenue. 

Before the time of Hen. VIII., the Minialers' Accounts of 
the Land Revenue were audited by the Auditors of Foreign 
Accounts, as stated in Stat. 3 Hen. VlII. c. 23, before referred 
to. By Ihat Statute and subsequent Statutes, and especially 
by the erection of the Court of General Surveyors of the King's 
Lands and the Court of Auf^montalions particular Lands were 
taken from the Exchcauer, and placed under Auditors appointed 
for the purpose. Wnen those Courts were amalgamated in 
the Court of Augmentations, and the latter subsequently 
abolished, and the lands annexed to the Exchequer (1 Mary), 
the first Article of Annexation directs that for the future the 
Sheriffs should collect the Land Revenues, or that other officers 
should be appointed by I he Lord Treasurer and the Court. 
The Land Revenue, however, was continued in the same course ; 
the survey thereof was continued in the hands of the Surveyor- 
General, and the audit in the hands of the Auditors. Article 
30 of Annexation slates that there were six Auditors of the 
Exchequer Court in times past; but that for a long time there 
had been only five, and directs that for the future there should 
be seven ; these are styled Auditors of the Exchequer in their 
Patents. It would seem that thev were quite distinct from the 
Auditors of Preats or Impresls, and that these seven acted as 
the Auditors of Land Revenue. These were reduced in 1706 to 
three, viz., one for the four counties of Chester, Derby, Lincoln, 
and Nottingham; one for all the remaiiung counties in Eng- 
land except Monmouth, and one for the Principality of Wales 
with Monmouth ; and the Rents in those divisions were collected 
and accounted for by 13 Receivers, of which II were for the 
English counties, and two for North and South Wales (a). 

The Rents of the whole of the Land Revenue (except those 
called Viscontiel Rents, collected by liie Sheriffs, which were in 
charge of the Pipe Rolls) were then in charge before the three 
Auditors. And the Rentals in the several divisions, as welt 
Fee-farm as Leasehold, were delivered by the Auditors to the 
Receivers, and the Rents were thus pitt in charge in order to be 
collected (6). The Receivers rendered their accounts to the 
Auditors, which were by them examined and made up, and 
after being sworn to by the Accountants, were declared before 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and then inroUed. — See on 
this matter under the head " Declared Accounts," pp. 84—86. 

(u) Sep. Com. at Inquiry inlu Wonila, Sec. (uiidec 2G Geo. III. c. Sl^, 12lli Rqi. 
pp. la— 26. 

(fc) III. I7tl, Rep.pp. 18,19, 
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They autiiled also ihe accounts of the Receiver-General of 
the Land Tax and Assessed Taxes, also the accounts of the 
Governor of the Isle of Wight, and Surveyor- General of Woods 
and Forests. Also the yearly account of the Household was 
prepared by them for declaration. And the Sheriffs of the 
counties Palatine and Wales passed their accounts before them, 
but the Sheriifs of England passed their accounts before the 
Clerk of the Pipe.— See Stat. 3 Geo. I. c. 15, s. G. 

Another branch of business arose from the care and custody 
of the Land Revenue of the Crown, so far as the same fell 
within the Auditors' Department, which consisted in entering 
and inrolling all Leases and A assignments, the Purchase Deeds 
of Fee-farm Rents, contracted for with the Surveyor- General, 
Grants of Offices, Signs Manual, Commissions, Constitutions, 
and Treasury Warrants of various descriptions, with their cor- 
relative Memorials, Reports and other Documents of requisite 
information ; also all Licences, Inductions, Institutions, and 
other Instruments of Authority, for continuing the payment of 
perpetual Pensions out of the Fee-farm Rents of the Land 
Hevcnue ; making out and issuing Debentures upon the Re- 
ceivers-General, for the payment of all yearly Salaries, Stipends, 
Pensions, Alms, and Bounties reserved, payable by the Pen- 
sion Deed ofCharlesII. 1677 i and all other casual Debentures 
directed by Treasury Warrant for works and services appurte- 
nant to the Land Revenue, keeping proper rentals of the Fee- 
farm, and other Rents in each county and division, and trans- 
mitting a Debit of any new or increased Rent to the Receiver- 
General immediately as it came in charge; issuing out Pre- 
cepts and Proclamations annually to the County Sheriffs, for 
the days of Audit, and transmitting to ihe Receivers- General 
at the same time Lists or Schedules of the Hcnts sold under 
the authorityof Parliament within the last year; making copies 
from the Inrolments, Ministers', and Receivers' Accounts, Sur- 
veys and other Records, ancient and modern, and attending 
the parties in searching out the same- Attendance was likewise 
given in any of the Courts of judicature, or at the Assizes 
when requisite, to have the original Records or Inrolments 
produced in eWdcnce (a). 

Stat. 39 Geo. HI. c. 83 (1 799), abolished the three Auditors 
after the termination of the then existing Interest, and directed 
the Accounts to be audited by the Commissioners of Audit ; 
but this was not carried into effect until 183'i, when Stat. 2 
Will. IV. c. 1, abolished the office of the remaining Auditor 
and acting Auditors, and transferred their Audit to the Com- 
missioners of Audit. And their other duties of inroUing 
Leases and Deed arc provided for by ihe said Act by the erec- 

(a) 33iiil Rep. Fm. A|^. B. I. p. 33. 
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lion of an office called the Office of Land Revenue Records and 
Inrolmcnts. 

What remained of the Land Revenue in the hands of the 
Sheriifs (i. e. the Quit and Viscontiel Rents), was placed under 
the management of the Board of Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues by Sfat. 3 and 4 Will IV. c. 99. In like manner as 
they had other parts of the Land Revenue by other Acts. — See 
50 Geo. III. c. 65 (ISIO), and 56 Geo. III. c. 16 (181G). 



CuAMliERLAlKS AND UnDEB Ch AMBKRLAINS. 

The Chamberlains in Fee were f^reat officers in the King's 
Court, and sometimes sat and acted in person in the Kxche- 
quer, and were numbered among the Barons there ; but after- 
wards they deputed others to execute their offices, both in the 
Great Exchequer and at the Receipt. They certainly deputed 
others to act for them as early as 32 Hen. III., when the King 
gave William Maudit a certain time to provide a Knight to 
serve for him in the oHice of Chamberlain. The same King 
commanded the Barons to admit such person as Margaret de 
Ripariis should present to them, to reside in her room at the 
Exchequer. In the 49th of Hen. III., Isabcll, Countess of 
Albemarle, by her Attorneys, presented Ralph de Stratton to 
act for her in the offifo of Chamberlain of the Exchequer during 
her pleasure. The same Countess, in the 52 Hen. III., pre- 
sented her Deputy. In hko manner the Earl of Warwick, in 
the 53 Hen. III., presented his Deputy by his Letters Patent. 
In 1 and 2 Edw. I. the Earl of Worcester presented Wm. 
Golafre to attend in the Great Exchequer. Soon afler, Isabell, 
Countess of Albemarle, presented to the Barons Wm. de 
C'oton to act for her in the Great Exchequer, and Adam de 
Siratton to act for her in the Exchequer of Receipt. In the 4th 
year of Edw. I. Isabella de Fortibus, Countess of Albemarle, 
Chamberlain in Fee of the Exchequer, granted by her Charter 
to Adam de Stratton the Manor of Senehampton and three 
Hamlets, the Cham herlainship and office thereof wliich she had 
in the Exchequer, &c., to hold of the King and his heirs, doing 
the office of Chamberlain of the Exchequer in the same manner 
as she and her Ancestors were wont to do; and the King re- 
ceived the Homage of Adam and confirmed the said Charter, 
and commanded the Treasurer and Barons to admit him and 
hia heirs, or their Allorneys. The Earl of Warwick. 26 and 27 
Edw. I., nominated Wm. de Pershore and Adam de Herwynfon 
hia Deputy Chamberlains, and likewise appointed Adam de 
Ramsay Usher of the Receipt, who were admitted by the 
Court. When a Chamberlain in Fee was in Wardship, the 
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Guardian nominated a Dcpuly. In the 7tli of Edw. I., the 
Earl of Warwick nominated two persons to act for him in the 
office of Chamberlain, the one at the Great Exchequer, the other 
at the Receipt. In 26 Edw. I., a Chamberlain appointed a 
person to be his Deputy Chamberlain, as to the Custody of 
Counlertallies. In the 9th of Edw. II., a Clerk of a Deputy 
Chamberlain, appointed by the late Earl of Warwick, who had 
also died, surrendered to the Court two grtat Keys and 23 
lesser Keys (being Keys to the Doors of tnc Treasury and to 
the Coffers there), which Keys were delivered to the successor 
of the defunct Deputy Chamberlain. At the same time the 
keeper of the Tallies, which office he held under the then late 
Earl of Warwick, surrendered in Court six Keys belonging to 
the Coffers of Tallies. Edward II. committed the office of 
Chamberlain, which another lately held at the Recdpt of the 
Exchequer, to Ric. de Crumbwell, who came before the Barons 
and deputed Geoffrey dc la Tlionie to act for him as Keeper 
of the Tallies {a). 

Whatever duties the Chamberlains may have performed in 
the Upper Exchequer or Court of Account, their chief duties 
appear to have been performed in the Lower Exchequer or 
Court of Receipt. 

We find, from Stat. 8 and 9 Will. III. c. 28, " An Act for 
the better observation of the course anciently used in the Re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer," that the elder of the two Deputy 
Chamberlains kept one key of each Tellei's Chest. 

All Writs for the issue of money were addressed to the 
Treasurer and Chamberlains. The Chamberlains had each a 
controlment roll of the Pell of Receipt and Issue, and no money 
was issued without their privity. 

Their place in Court was next to the Barons, where they 
might sit if they pleased, but they did not intermeddle except 
at the election oi the Sheriffs, when they might give their 
opinion for the preferment or stay of the election of a Sheriff. 
Tlieir office was anciently by inheritance, but afterwards in the 
King's gift (fij. 

They kept the Tallies until fetched away to be joined with 
the counterparts. 

They, also, jointly with the Auditor of the Receipt, kept the 
Standard Pieces of Gold and Silver, and Standard Weights 
and Measures (c). 

It is stated in Coke's 4th Inst., that it was the duty of the 
Deputy Chamberlains to cleave the Tallies after they were 
written on. 

Vernon also slates, " that the Two Under Chamberlains or 
Deputy Chamberlains cleaved the Tallies. When the Tally 

Maaoi, 732-736. (/.) Vitiiciii, p. 34. (,-) Recinl K.-)i, 1600, p. IZ8. 
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was written upon, it was delivered to tliem, and one of them 
holdinfT the Tally, and the other the Cleaver and Mallet, cut 
through the Tally from the head to the Shaft through the 
noiches ; one of them look the Stotk, the other the foil, and the 
Clerk of the Pells and hia Comptrollers their Books ; the Cleaver 
said Exam., and read the Stock aloud, and his fellow, and the 
Clerk of the Pella and his two Comptrollers seeing the Stock 
to agree with them all, the latter v/as given to the party who 
paid in the money, and the foil was cast into the Chamberlain's 
Chest, where it was kept until fetched away by the Joiners, who 
having joined it and found it to agree, delivered it to the Secon- 
dary of the Pipe for the discharge of the party (a) ." The two 
Deputy Chamberlains were Joiners of Tallies \b). 

The office of Chamberlain was abolished by Stat. 23 Geo. III. 
c. 82 (17S2), after the death or resignation of the then Pos- 
sessors. But it appears by the Record Report of 1837, App. 
p. 146, that they did not resign till 1826, when their duties 
devolved on the Auditor of the Receipt. 



Auditor of the Ebceift and Writer of the Tallies. 

This officer was the Cierk of the Treasurer at the Receipt of 
the Exchequer, The Clerks of the Treasurer, &c., did not 
in the earliest times bear any distinctive title, but were simply 
called Clerks. 

Wefind thatinSl Edw.l., Nicolas deOkham, the Treasurer's 
Clerk, who made or wrote the Tallies at the Receipt of the 
Exchequer, being unable to attend at the Receipt, the business 
wag stopped ; and the Chancellor of the Exchequer (who was 
also the Treasurer's Lieutenant) and the Barons unanimously 
agreed, that until the said Nicolas returned, some other person 
should be deputed to the office, and that John de Brantingham, 
the Chancellor's Clerk, should execute the ofGce. In 34 Kdw. I., 
when the said Nicolas died, the Treasurer presented in the 
Exchequer before the Barons and Chamberlains, his Clerk to 
execute in the Exchequer of Receipt in the said Treasurer's 
room, the office which the said Nicolas, the Treasurer's Clerk, 
lately executed, that is to say, to keep the Keys of the King's 
Treasury which belong to the Treasurer in his stead, and to 
inrol the Receipts and Issues made in the Receipt, and to write 
the Tallies, and to do all other things pertaining to that office. 
And the said Clerk was sworn that he would not by yiretext of 
any Precept from the Treasurer or his Lieutenant deliver any 
njoney out of the Treasury without the King's Writ, or consent 
to have the same delivered, &c. 



<«) v« 



(b) Id. a 



Coke, in his 4th Inst. p. 107, thus describes the office 
of the Auditor of the Hcceipt : — " First, he is a kind of 
" Filacerj for he filetli the Tellers' Bills and entereth them. 
•' Secondly, he is a Remembrancer, for he giveth to the Lord 
" Treasurer a Certificate of the Money received the week 
"before. Thirdly, he is an Audilor, for he maketh Deben- 
" tures to every Teller before they pay any money, and taketh 
" and auditeth their Accounts. Besides all these, he keepeth 
" the Black Book of Receipts, and the Lord Treasurer's Key 
" of the Treasury, and seeth every Teller's money locked up 
" in the new Treasury." 

The Writer of the Tallies was the more ancient office. He 
did not obtain tlie title of Auditor until some time between the 
suppression of the Pell of Issue and its revival. The 1 9th of 
Kdw. IV. is the latest roll extant of the Pell of Issue, until its 
restoration in 1597. A dispute in the Second year of Queen 
Elizabeth, between the Clerk of the Pells and rhe Writer of 
the Tallies touching their Duties and Fees, ended in the esta- 
blishment of the latter officer as Auditor of the Exchequer (a). 
During this period the only system of controlment or cheque 
consisted in the comparison of the Tellers' yearly Accounts 
with their Vouchers, which was done by the Tally Writer, who 
thence obtained the title of Auditor of the Receipt (b). 

Similar entries arc to be found in this Department of the 
Receipt to that of the Clerk of the Pells, and the duties are 
somewhat analogous, one officer being a check on the other; 
but the Entry of the Clerk of the Pells ia the Record. 

The Auditor took daily an account of all monies paid into 
the Exchequer. He examined the Tallies with the Entries 
of Money received, and, according to their import, gave them 
validity. 

In more modern time, he caused all Exchequer Bills to bo 
formed, and other matters relating thereto. 

He entered Patents, Privy Seals, Sign Manuals, and other 
Instruments relative to issues from the Exchequer. Also he 
entered Probates of Wills, Letters of Attorney, Assignments, 
&c., by which property in the Exchequer became traosferred 
from one person to another. 

He took Account of the Tellers' Chests, and examined them 
once in 28 days, or oftener, at his discretion. — See Stat, 8 and 
9Will. lll.c. 28, s. 13. 

He made out, signed, and entered the General Imprest Rolls 
of Accountants, and transmitted them twice in the year to the 
office of the King's Remembrancer (c), in order to the charg- 




fa) Record Report, 1800, p. 131. 

[b) See Mr. Black's Stalemenl in Ih* Deputy Keeper's Ti.iril Record Report, Appen- 

tll., p. 173; nod Fourlli Report, Apperidin II., p. 17il. 

Co^ Tliii appear* lo have tieen done aha bj ihe Clfrk of Ihe Pelli. 
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ing or prosecuting of Accountants, — See Stat. 8 and 9 Will, III. 
c. 28,8. 8, andStat. 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c. 121. Repealed by 4 
Will. IV. c. 15, B. 36, abolishing the Ancient Receipt. 

He also n:iade a separate Imprest Roll for the use of each 
Accountant, whereby he was enabled to enter on his examina- 
tion, and obtain his Quietus. 

It was the practice of the Auditor of the Receipt to transmit, 
half-yearly, General Imprest Certificates to the Auditors of 
Imprest, and subsequently to the Commissioners of Audit ; but 
by Stat. 1 and 2 Geo. IV. c, 121, he made them out and trans- 
mitted them quarterly. 

Besides his weekly Certificates to the Treasury of monies 
received and issued, he made out similar accounts half-yearly. 
And also quarterly accounts of money composing the Consoli- 
dated Fund, 

It was his duty to confine the Issues from the Exchequer to 
the directions or Appropriations of the Legislature. 

He claimed to be virtually a Clerk to the Lord Treasurer, 
and bis representative in the Court of Receipt of the Exche- 
quer. 

Jointly with the Chamberlains he had charge of the Standard 
Pieces of Gold and Silver, and Standard Weights and Measures 
(a). And upon the resignation of the Chamberlains in 1826 (6), 
their duties devolved upon the Auditor, who thus became tlic 
eustos of one of the keys of the Tellers' Chests, and the Stand- 
ard Weights and Measures. And his officer, instead of writing 
Tallies, made out indented Receipts, which then came into 
operation instead of Tallies.— See Stat. 23 Geo. Ill, c. 82, 
fl. 2. 

The office was abolished by Stat. 4 Will. IV. c. 15 (1834), 
and the powers of his office were vested in the Comptroller 
General of the Receipt and Issue of the Exchequer. 



Clerk of the Pells. 

This is a very ancient Clerkship of the Receipt of the Exche- 
quer. 

The Pell or Pell Roll, which is the Record of the Receipt, 
was called Magnus Botulus de Recepta in 35 Hen. III., and 
in the 5th and 9th of Edw, II. certain matters were said to be 
contained in Pelle Memorandoium de Recepta Scaccarii (c). 
' The Clerk of the Pell, who was a Clerk of the Lord Trea- 
surer, kept the Pell of Receipt, called Introitus or Recepta, on 



(a) Retoril Rep. 1800, p. 12H, (J) Id. IB37, p. U6. (c) Mndoi, 739.' 
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which he recorded every Teller's Bill with his name on it, and 
when such Bill was entered, the word Rccordatur was written 
to charge the Teller with the amount set down. 

He also kept the Pell of Issue, called PelHs Exitda, wherein 
every day's issue of money was entered, and liy whom and hy 
what warrant (a). 

The engrossing of the Issue Roll ceased in the time of Edw. 
IV., at least that of 19 Edw. IV. is the last now extant, until 
it was restored in the time of Eliznbeth, It appears that ae- 
versl attempts were made to restore it, and there are Issue 
Books of the Clerk of the Pells as early as 9 Eliz.; but the Pell 
Roll of Issue was restored by Writ of Privy Seal dated 2 1 
March, 1597— Sec Record Hep. 1800, p. 131. 

During the time of the discontinuance of the Pell of Issue, 
the only system of eonlrolment or cheque consisted in the 
comparisonof the Tellers' Yearly Accounts with their Vouchers. 
—See Mr. Black's Statement, 3rd Rep. of Dep. Keep, of Re- 
cords, App. II. p. 173, and 4th Rep. App. II, p. 179. 

This officer was a check or control on such of the Powers of 
the Lord High Treasurer, as related to the Receipt and Issue 
of the Treasure. He made Entries of Statements of every 
Article received or paid on the Public Service within the Re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer. Similar entries were also made by the 
Auditor of the Receipt, but the former was the Record and 
real evidence of the Facts, though the corresponding entries of 
the Auditor are equally valuable for all other purposes, and 
probably would be admitted as evidence in case of the loss of 
the Pell Record. 

The Clerk of the Pells arranged and posted his daily Entries, 
and made a Declaration thereof, at Easter and Michaelmas. 
He selected the various Imprest Accounts, and delivered an 
Engrossed Roll to each Accountant, and transmitted twice in 
the year to the King's Remembrancer a general Roll or Record 
containing the names of all Persons who had received Monies 
on Account (i, e.. Imprests), and for what purpose and by 
what authority issued (b). 

Also, Declarations of Receipts and Issues were made up at 
Easter and Michaelmas, and ingrossed in Vellum Books : one 
copy was sent to the Treasury, and another kept in ihe Pell 
Office. 

He had the custody of one key of each Teller's Chest, and 
attended daily to charge the Teller with the Treasure received, 
to deposit it m the Chests, &c. No transaction regarding the 
Chests could take place without his consent, — See Stat. 8 and 
9 Will. HI. c. 28, s. 12. 

>i> appcan to huTe been dune also by th« Auditor of the Receipr. — See Slal, 
Will. I " ■ - ■ • ■ - - - " 
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Clerk ol Ihe Pell, only eiamiiied them, Sm the nbove Staliits. 
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Until the reign of Will, III, there was but one Pell of Exitus, 
when the creation of Annuities payable at the Exchequer, and 
succeeding additional Annuities, required the Clerks o(' the 
Pells to form as many Exitus or Records iif Payments as there 
were Species or Funds of Annuities created. livery Annuity 
Exitus is connected with an original and a Posting Book; in 
the first is eutiTed ihe nuitiber of tlie order, the name and de- 
scription of the contributor, the amount of hia Annuity ; and 
if a Life Annuity, the name, age, and description of the No- 
minee likewise. In the second Book, the sums paid on each 
order are posted. 

When Exchequer Bills were invented, and brought into use 
by Lord Halifax, it was thoujjht proper to form a distinct 
Exitus for Issues. 

Another Exitus was formed for payments by Debentures, 
separately from those by wrilten orders. 

The various Patents, Constitutions, Contracis, Signs Manual, 
Privy Seals, and other Instruments connected with the Receipt 
and Issues were recorded in this office (a). 

The office was abohshed by Stat. 4 Will. IV. c. 15 (1834). 



FusooR OR Melter. 



In ancient times there was a Melter, for the money was 
sometimes deficient in fineness as well as weight. 

The Payment by Combustion waa twofold, Real and No- 
minal: — Real, when a sample of the money was put into the 
furnace and melted. Nominal, when a twentieth part, or Is. 
per 20s., was paid and accepted in lieu of actual combustion 
(fi).— See under the head "Tellers," p. 134. 



Pesour, Ponderatob, or Weigher. 

As the Revenue in ancient times was sometimes paid in by 
Weight, BO there was a proper officer for weighing. 

The Payment ad scalem was payment by weight; and so 
was the payment ad jieiisum. 

When money was paid by weight, and the King's ofHcers 
accepted 6(f. over and above each pound of 20s. of Silver, it 
was called Payment ad scalem. This liind of payment was very 
ancient. This M. seems to have been of the like nature with 
the Trebucket used in France, that is, vantage-money, or so 
much added to turn the scale. 



(fl) Record Re|joit, 1800, pp. 130—133. (6) Madoi, 197, 739. 
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When Payment was made ad pensum, the person paying was 
to make good the deficiency of weight, though it was more than 
(ul. per 20s. (a). — See under the head " Tellera," below. 



Tellers. 



n 



Gilbert, p. 142, says that when Bullion came to be coined, 
and the renta paid in money instead of corn, and other pro- 
visions and cloth, then the Tellera were appointed instead of 
the Pesour (Weigher) and Fusour (Melter). 

Wc find, from the Great Roll of the Pipe, in the first year 
of the reign of Kic. 1., that certain of the Exchequer Officers, 
together with Ten Tellers, were at Salisbury, receiving the 
Kmg's revenue arising by the Dismes (i). 

In 52 Hen. III., James de Langedon was made one of the 
Four Tellers. And Four Tellers was the assigned number 
down to the lime of the abolition (c). 

The Tellers' office was for the Receipt and Foment of 
Money. When any money was to be paid in at the Receipt of 
the Exchequer, the office of the Tellers was the proper place. 
The Teller who received any money entered the same in a 
book, and the entry was immediately transcribed on a slip of 
parchment, called a Bill or Teller's Bill, and thrown down a 
Pipe or Trunk into the Tally Court, where a tally was struck 
for the amount, which was the receipt or proof of the amount 
paid in, and the authority for charging the Teller therewith. 

In this office, also, issues or payments wore made upon 
sufficient warrant. — See under the head *' Auditor of Receipt," 
p. 129. Also under the head " Clerk of the Fella," p. 131. 

The office of the Tellers was abolished by Stat. 4 WiU. IV, 
c. 15 (1834). 



CUTTKR Of TUB TALLIES. 

His duty was to provide seasoned Hasels, and to cut 
them to fit lengths into four square sides, to the end they 
might be better cloven and written upon, and to cast them 
into Court from time to time as required {d). He also cut the 
notches on them, which represented the sums paid in. 

The office was abolished by Stat. 23 Geo. 11 1, c. 82, after the 
death or surrender of the po-^scssor. 



(u) Midw, 197, 741. ih) Id. 737. (f) w. 739. 
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Money Porters. 

They were employed in ancient and modern times in con- 
veying the public Treasure from th© different offices in the 
Tellers' Branch of the Exchequer. They attended to open the 
Tellers' chests on depositing and laying out the Treasure. 
The care of the office was intrusted to them, both before and 
after the business of the day. They also acted as Messengers 
to the Tellers (a). 



(a) First Report Com. of Public Accounts, 1831. Sess. Pap. H. C. 183J, No. 3i;<, 
Appendix (T.), p. 69. 



A BRIEF HISTORY 
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The Treasury is that department of Government wliicli has the 
entire control and niansgement of the pubhc revenue and expendi- 
ture. To this department are referred all matters involving public 
expenditure, and from hence cveiy public accountant must have 
ample authority for the disposal of the money intrusted to him, 
the commissioners for auditing the public accounts being a coanlant 
check against misapplication, by taking care that such public 
accountant applies the same under sufficient authority. So, also, 
the Comptroller-General of the Exchequer is a check on the 
Treasury, it being his duty to take care that the warrants issued 
from the Treasury to him are in accordance with the authority 
of Parliament before he issues his warrant to the Bank of 
England, where the public money is now paid in and issued 
out, instead of the ancient course, at the Receipt of the Exche- 
quer. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer exercises the powers vested 
in the Treasury Board, by which he has the control and manage- 
ment of all matters relating to the Receipt and Expenditure of 
the Public Money. 

For the history and functions of the Lord Treasurer and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Under Treasurer — Bee pp. 
93, 99. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury consist at present 
(1848) of six persons— viz. the First Lord, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and four other commissioners, it is enacted by 
Stat. 56 Geo. III. c. 98, s. 14, commonly called the Consoh- 
datcd Fund Act, which united the office of Lord High Trea- 
surer of Great Britain with that of Ireland, that in consequence 
of the increase of business which would result therefrom, hia 
Majesty might appoint two persons to he commissioners in 
addition to the number which might then by law be appointed. 

'the office of the Treasury stands on a part of the site of the 
palace of Whitehall {a). This palace wasobtaincd by Henry the 
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Eighth from Cardinal Wolsey, anri confirmed to the King by 
the Chapter of the Cathedral of York in 15^0. It was octu- 
pied 1^ several of ihe succeeding sovereigns, and hnd been 
called York Place from the time of its coming into the hands of 
Walter de Grey, Archbishop of York. This prelate purchased 
it in the year 1^48 from the convent of Black Friars, to which 
it was bequeathed by the founder, Hubert de Burgh, Justiciary 
of England, temp. Henry HI. in 1243. The Archbishops of 
York occupied it for nearly three centuries, and it has been 
said that the laai resident archbishop was Cardinal Wolsey, 
who made extensive additions to it. Soon after Henry the 
Eighth obtained possession of it, it received the name of 
Whitehall, probably from the appearance of the new erections 
of Wolsey (a). Henry the Eighth made divers additions, among 
which were the tennis-courts, bowling-alleys, and a cockpit. It 
was the Cockpit that Charles the Second (when, on hia restora- 
tion, he put the Treasury in commission) assigned to the Lords 
Commissionevs for their chambers ; and in this locality their 
chambers have ever since remained. The present Treasury 
Chambers are on or adjoining to the spot where the Cockpit 
formerly stood. 

The Treasurer's functions, as Treasurer of the Exchequer, 
were anciently chiefly discharged in the Exohcquer, where he 
was ifl the habit of giving directions viva voce, for carrying into 
execution the Writs of the Sovereign, addressed to the Treasurer 
and Chamberlains, for anything to be done on the Receipt Side 
of the Exchequer, and to the Treasurer and Barons for the 
Account Side. It is clear, however, that the Lord Treasurer 
did give written directions to the Barons, and which, as well as 
the King's Writs, were entered on the Memoranda Rolls. See 
Madox, folio, pp.576, 577, In process of time his other avoca- 
tions gradually withdrew him from personal attendance at the 
Exchequer. After which the Treasurer, in order to carry the 
Sovereign's orders into execution, gave directions in writing. 



(o) Hpii. villain consegMnoe of [he decay of Ihe ancient palace at WcBfrninsler, 
removed to Whilehall. and V »a(. a^ Hen. VIII. c. 12, liirecteil it tu lie culled the 
Kinga Palace at Weatminster ; aitd the ancietiC palace at WeBtmiiuter wai to be 
deemed aiiil taken lo be ouly a member and pateal or Ihe said new palace, the limili 
of «hicli were eiteiided by the lame Ael from Charing C(wa, on both eiilea of ibe way, 
to WeitmiaiteT Hall and the Sanctuary Gate ; and from the Thamei on the eaat to Ibe 
part wall on the weit. 

It ii probable that Queen Mary re-granted the original York Place lo the ice of 
York. King James the Fini, in the lecond year of hia reign, granted other laniii to 
the Archbishop of York in exchange for York Place. (Stove, ii. 670.) 

Queen Mary, 12tb DBe.,llnt of her reign, granted the custody of the palace of York 
Place and gardeiu adjacent to A. Stunton. (Auditor's Pat. Book, No. 8, p. lia.) 

And on '24th March, i &5 Philip and Mary, the office of keeper of the Palace of 
York Place, parcel of the royal palace of Weitmmiler, waigranteil to G. BridgeniBn 
(Patent Rolls.) 

On the 19th Oct., 14 Jac. I., there was a grant of the custody of the Palace called 
Yurk Place. (Pellg Patrnt Book, No, 5, p. 39.) 



k 
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hence gradually arose a new system at the Exchequer, and 
laid the foundation of the present D^'partment of the 'I'rcasury- 

It is probable that Lord Burleigh was the first Treasurer who 
used a Secretary to notify his directions to the officers of the 
Receipt of the Exchequer; there are sufficient evidences of 
such orders or directions at the Receipt during' the time of 
Queen Elizabeth (a). 

The office of Lord Treasurer was put in commission, for the 
first time, by James L (1612) (6), 16th June, upon the death of 
the Earl of Salisbury, when the Eart of Northampton and four 
others were made commissioners. This required the adoption 
of written documents for the satisfaction of the officers of 
Receipt, who could not lake verbal orders from a plurality 
of persons; and thus arose the practice of Treasury War- 
rants (e). 

There are, however, evidences among the Records of the 
Receipt, that the Lord Treasurer and Under Treasurer per- 
sonally transacted business at tlie Receipt, and signed papers 
there up to the time of the removal of the Exchequer to Oxford 
by the King, in February 1643. 

During the Commonwealth the Exchequer business was 
managed by Committees, till Cromwell became Protector, when, 
in 1654, he re-established the Exchequer, and put the Trea- 
sury in commission, viz,, on the 3rd August 1654, when the 
Commissioners o( the Great Seal, and the Chief Justices, and 
three others, were appointed Commissioners (d). 

Charles II., at the Restoration, also put the Treasury in com- 
mission on the 19th of June 1660 (12 Car. II.) (e). The 
new Board sat in a place called the Cockpit, which was assigned 
to them for their chambers of business, whence they issued their 
warrants, orders, references, and directions, and from that time 
forward it does not appear that the Treasurer executed his 
office personally iu the Exchequer. 

By the Union with Scotland, 1st May 1707, the Lord High 
Treasurer of England became Lord High Treasurer of Great 
Britain (f). The Exchequer, however, of Scotland remained as 

fa) See diTert onlen, &o., among the Recordi of the Receipl »ide of (he Eicheqaej, 

(t) Aud. Pat. Roll, " D," No. 15, 

(e) The SectetatiM of Slate were in the Tteutirj Comroiaiion in 1620 ; alto in 
1634-5, when the Lord PriTy Seal wm alio a Conimijiioner. In 1660, alio, the 
Sflcrelariu of State were CommiHionen. 

(d) Pelli Pst. Book, No. U, p. 4. 

' ■ Pells Pat. Book, No. 13, pp. I, 2. 

^ , James 1. instituted the office of Lord High Tieaiurei of Scotland, and that 
olScer and his deputies, ur LonlB of the Treasury, were always constituent memben of 
Uie Court of Exchequer. In 1663, the Lord Treasurei was declared President of the 
Exchequer, which, at the linie, comprehended also other officers of State, besidis I' 
of the Treasury, who were denomiua led sometimes " I^rds Auditourcs ofthc Cbeqi 
mid at other times, ■' King's Compositores Lotdi Auditoiu^,"' oi " Commiisiont 
Kichequer." The offlflen of the Treasury, thwigh cotutitueot members of tlie Court 




aa it was until 1st of May j70S, when a new Court was erected 
in Scotland, by atat. 6 Anne, c. 53; and section 3 reserves the 
power of regulating the Revenue Officers, the Issues, &c., to the 
Treasury. 

AtaBoardheld 12th August 1710, the business of the Trea- 
sury for each day was regulated both for the forenoon and 
afternoon. A similar regulation was made at a Board held 
18th November 1714. Also for the more regular keeping of 
the Papers and dispatch of business by the four Chief Clerks. 
Similar regulations at a Board held 22nd March 1717. The 
last Lord High Treasurer was the Duke of Shrewsbury, who 
was appointed in July 1714, a few days before the death 
of Queen Anne, King George confirmed the appointment ; 
but a few days after his arrival in England, the Treasury was 
put in commission, viz., in October 1714, since which it has 
constantly been in commission. 

The Treasury Papers bad so much increased in 1726, that a 
Keeper of the Papers waa appointed by Koyal Sign Manual, 
dated 2nd June in that year. The Papers and Books were 
then described as in a disordered condition, in bags and presses, 
for want of a fit and able person to collect, sort, digest, and 
put them in order; and several of the rooms then lately belong- 
ing to the Duke of Roxburgh's office were directed to be made 
use of as a Repository for them (aj. 

In November 1782, the Treasury was very materially regu- 
lated as to the arrangement of its business among the officers. 
The general business on the Expenditure Side was divided 
into six diiferent branches, to be conducted by as many senior 
clerks, each assisted therein by a junior clerk. At the same 
time their Lordships abolished the receipt of fees, gifts, gratui- 
ties, and perquisites by individuals ; appointed a clerk for the 
special purpose of receiving the fees usually taken at tbe Trea- 
sury, and established a List or Table thereof, and out of the fund 
thereby constituted they directed 6xed salaries to be paid to the 
secretaries and clerks. 

At a Board held 30th November 1782, a Minute of 22nd 
February 1776, was read, respecting the attendance of clerks, 
and another of the same date, declaring "that in all future 
regulations in the office, and distribution of the business, the 
Lords will regard the ability, attention, care, and diligence in 
tlie respective clerks, and not their seniority." Their Lordships 
expressed their opinion that the said rule ought at all times to 



of Exohequer, eieculed exolmively Ihe busineu of the Trenuiy I>eparinient ; and the 
Troasutj and Kiohequer, although the latter wa* oompMed in part of the office™ of 
the former ilepartment, were, nevetthelen, fntirely diathict, liaving leparate records of 
Iheir respective proceeding!. See First Report of Commisaiotien of Public Accounli; 
App, Y to Uep. on Kxchequer, p. 172, 1831. 

(«) Sea Second Report on Fees, I78fi, p. 55, See Trensury Minute, 30lh Nov. 178Z. 
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be attended to and pursued, in order to carry out tlie public 
business. This Minute is printed in the 7th Rep., App. II„ p. 
95, of the Deputy Keeper of Records. 

The cBlabliahment of the TrcaBury, in 1784, contiisted of 
five Lords Commissioners, two joint Secretaries, four Chief 
Clerics, six Senior Clerks, six Junior Clerks, a Minute Clerk, 
two Copying Clerks, one Principal Clerk, with six; assistante 
for the Revenue Department, one Receiver of Fees, one 
Keeper of Papers, two Solicitors, one Assistant Solicitor, one 
Chamber Keeper, four Exchequer Messengers, one Custom- 
house Messenger, one Ranger of Books and Bag Bearer, one 
Housekeeper, one Housekeeper to Levee Rooms, one Door- 
keeper, besides five extra Clerks, and three extra Messen- 
gers. 

On the 2l8t of June 1793, certain regulations were esta- 
blished at the Treasury by order of his Majesty iu Council. 
Among other matters, an Assistant to the Keeper of Papers 
was directed to be appointed, in order that he might be in- 
structed in properly arranging the papers, and he was to suc- 
ceed, as deputy or principal, on a vacancy (a). 

35 Geo. III. c. 28, 1794, regulates the Irish Treasury. For 
all matters relating to the Irish Treasury — see pp. 150-155. 

In January 1797, the Establishment liad been increased as 
follows : — Three Clerks for the care of Bills of Exchange, one 
Clerk as Deputy Keeper of the Papers, one Assistant to the 
Clerk of the Minutes, one cxira Clerk, four Messengers, and, 
in lieu of five extra Clerks, five additional Clerks had been 
put upon the Estabhshment (i). 

The Consolidated Fund Act (1816), 56 Geo. Ill- c. 98, 
entitled " An Act to unite and consolidate into one fund all 
the Public Revenues of Great Britain and Ireland, and to 
provide for the application thereof to the general service of the 
United Kingdom,' united the offices of Lord High Treasurer 
of Great Britain and Lord High Treasurer of Ireland into one 
office, and directs the person holding the same to be called 
Lord High Treasurer of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland ; and that whenever there shall not be any such 
Lord High Treasurer, Commissioners shall be appointed, by 
Letters Patent, for executing the offices of the Treasurer of 
the Exchequer of Great Britain and Lord High Treasurer of 
Ireland, such CommisKioners to be called Commissioners of 
His Majesty's Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland; aud directs a Vice -Treasurer to be 
appointed for Ireland, and the moneys to be issued out of the 
Receipt of the Exchequer of Ireland, by warrant of the Lord 
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Lieatennnt, directed to the said Vice -Treasurer, to be counter- 
signed by him; the Lord Lieutenant, howevtr, to have suffi- 
cient authority for issuing his warrant under some grant of the 
Sovereign, or under some A«t or Acts of Parliameni. By tliis 
Act, s. 14, power was given fo appoint two Com mission era, in 
addition to the number of CommisBioncrs which were then 
allowed by law to be appointed. 

Stat. 57 Geo. in. c. 84 (1817), gave authority to the Trea- 
Bury to regulate the Receipt of the Exchequer in England 
and Ireland, after the determination of the existing interests 
of the officers, under the authority of which the offices of the 
Auditor and Clerk of the Pells in Ireland were abolished, and 
certain other arrangements made as to the Tellers in Ireland 
and Clerk of the Pells in England. 

By Stat. 4 Will. IV. c. 15 (1834), the ancient constitution of 
the Receipt of the Exchequer was abolished, and a Comptroller 
and other officers of the Receipt appointed. And certain 
salaries, allowances, incidents, and other charges, formerly 
paid in detail at the Exchequer, are now paid by a Paymaster 
at the Treasury, appointed under the authority of the said 
Act, and called the Paymaster of Civil Services, who keeps an 
account at the Bank of England. 

Bv Treasury Minute, I.3th Oct. 1835, all fees hitherto paid 
by the public to the Fee Fund of the Treasury were abolished. 
These fees were principally charged on the declaration of 
accounts audited at the Excise, or by the Commissioners for 
auditing Public Accounts; or were fees charged on Treasury 
warrants approving the salary and incidental bills of certain 
offices which, from time to time, are submitted for their Lord- 
ships' approval. — (See First Report of Committee appointed to 
inquire into Fees, &c., 1837, Appendix, p. 155.) 



Secrktart of the Treasur 



The time of the first appointment of a Secretary to the 
Treasury Board is uncertain. It is probable that I^rd Bur- 
leigh was the first Treasurer who used a Secretary to notify 
his directions to the Officers of the Receipt side of the Exche- 
quer. There is a paper in the State Paper Office of the year 
1618, which is represented in the calendar to be a Minute of 
a Proposal for appointing a Secretary to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, showing the inconveniences which 
arose on the last commission when Sir Clement Edmonds aud 
Lord Brookes were Secretaries. Sir George Downing was 
Secretary on the 25th May l(j67. 

In the time of Jac. 11., when the Earl of Rochester was 
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made Treasurer, he had two Secretaries, Henry Guy and 
Francis Gwin, as is staled in a Treasury Minute Book of tbe 
year 1711, No. 17, p. "2; where it is noted that the Ri^ht 
Honourable Robert Harley, Chancellor and Under Treasurer 
of the Exchequer, was, in May 1711, created Earl of Oxford 
and Mortimer, and made Lord Treasurer, at the bottom of 
which Minute is the following Memorandum : — 

" Mem. That when the Earl of Rochealer was Bworn Treasurer to 
King James the Second, I saw his LetlerB 'Patent carried before him 
by Henry Guy and Francis Gwin, Eaqrs., his Lordship's Secretaries; 
and when my Lord Godolphin was sworne into the said office in 1*702, 
I carried his Lordship's Patent tn the tame quality, walking just before 
the Mace ; and I ought to have carried the Earl of Osford'a Pateot at 
the proceeding here related, but it was delivered to hia Lordship in the 
Exchequer by my Lord Keeper. 

" Wm. Lowndes." 

It will be seen above, that when there were two Secretaries, 
temp. Jac. II., they both attended to carry the Letters Patent 
of the Lord Treasurer. In the Treasury Minute Book, 1695, 
No. 6, p. 12, is the following Memorandum : — 

" This evening the King was graciously pleased to bestow on me ihe 
place of Secretary to the Treasury. 

" W. Lowndes." 

It would seem that there was only one Secretary in 1693, as 
Mr. Lowndes distinctly states that the place of Secretary was 
bestowed on him. And Mr. Lowndes, in the Memorandum 
first above mentioned, states that " in 1702 I carried his 
Lordship's Patent, and I ought to have carried the liarl of 
Oxford's Patent" (in 1711)- It, therefore, also appears 
that there was only one Secretary in 1702 and 1711 ; and it is 
quite certain there were two Secretaries in I7I4. See Trea- 
sury Minute Book, No. 20, p. 30 (1714), where the following 
passages occur : — 

"All other casual papers, &c., to be put into the hands of such of the 
said four Chief Clerks as the Secretaries shall think most proper.'' 

Again— 

" And it is further ordered, that the said Chief Clerks respectively 
do, every day of their Lordships' sitting, deliver to their Secretaries, 

And they ranked as hrst and second Secretaries, and on a 
vacancy of the first, the second succeeded. Since which time 
there nave always been two Secretaries. 

The inconvenience attending the change of Secretaries witli 
the successive administrations led to the appointment of a per- 
manent Secretary, and Mr., afterwards Sir George, Harrison 
was appointed by a minute of the ]9ih August 180a, this 
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being the first appointment, and he was called Law Clerk and 


Assistant Secretary, and vvas not to be a Member of Par- 
liament. 


Division of the Business transacted by the Joint Secretaries of the 


Treasury in 1804, previoiisly to the appointment of an Assistant 


Secretary. ^ 


Mr. Sturyes Bourne. 


Mr. Huskisson. 


To stale Papers to the Board. 


To take the Minutes at the Board, 


To sign all Letters directed by the 


and to sign all Letters relalinff 


MimitCB, except tliuae belongiin; 


to Finance. 




Matters of Finance in General. 


To select and Bend Wairanta for 


Issues of Public Money, including 


the King's Signature. 


Civil List. 


To see Merchants on subjects of 


Bank of England. 


Trade, and Persons on Petitions 


South Sea. 


depending at the Board. 


Exchequer. 


To superintend the preparation of 


Lottery. 


all Bills of Parliament, except 


French Committee. 


Revenue. 


Correspondence with the Army. 


And all matters, except Revenue, 


CoinplrollerB. 


relating to the— 


Commissaries General, 


Council Office, 


America, West Indies, New South 


Committee of Trade, 


Wales, Mediterranean, and in 


Mint. 


genera! with Settlements abroad. 


Customs, 


To accept Bills of Exchange drawn 


Excise, 


by Army CommiBsaries. 


Post Office, 


To superintend Revenue Billa. 


Tax Office, 


As far as relates to Revenue :— 


Stamp Office, 


Customs, 


Hawkers and Pedlars, 


Excise, 


Hackney Coach, 


Post Office, 


East India Company, 


Tax Office, 


King's Proctor and Advocate, 


Stamp Office, 


Attorney and Solicitor-Gene- 


Hawkers and Pedlars, 


ral and Sol. of Treasury, 


Hackney Coach, 


Secretaries of State, 


East India Company.' 


Auditor's Public Accounts, 




Land Revenue, 




Woods and Forests, 




Slationery Office, 




Admiralty, 




Navy Board, 








Contractors, 




Ireland and Scotland, 




To accept Bills of Exchange not 




drawn by Army Commissaries, 




Patronage. 




^^^ 



Commissariat Department of the Treasury. 

The nature of this important branch of the Treasury is 
stated in a Treasury Memorandum, by the Assistant Secretary 
(C. E. Trevelyan, Faq.) daied Ihe 6th March, 1844, and laid 
before Parliament. 

The Commissariat raises, keeps, and disburses, according to 
fixed regulations, the whole of the funds required to carry on 
the foreign expenditure of this country. 

Certain classes of paymenis are made under specific direc 
tions from the Treasury ; other payments are made under 
warrants from the officers commanding, or (as in the case of 
the convict expenditure) of the Governor of the Colony. It is 
the duly of the Commissariat officer to call the attention of the 
officer commanding, or of the Governor, as the case may be, to 
every instance in which a payment may be authorized, at vari- 
ance with the established regulations, or with any particular 
direction of the Treasury Board, as well as to report on the 
subject to the Treasury. 

.An account is constantly kept open, by means of the Com- 
missariat chests, between Great Britain and all its Foreign 
dependencies ; so that if a sum has to be received or paid in 
Canada, Australia, or China, for any branch of the Public 
Service, it may be done by a transfer in the Commissariat Chest 
Account, without any remittance. The Commissariat officers 
act, in effect, as Sub- Treasurers to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury in the foreign possessions of the Crown. 

The financial functions performed by the Commissariat 
render it indispensable that the officers of the department 
should act under the immediate orders of the Treasury, which 
cannot transfer to others the responsibility of the various opera- 
tions connected with ihe provision, the custody, and the due 
appropriation of the funds which are required for carrying on 
the public service. 

The Commissariat also provides, keeps in sfoie, and issues 
the provisions, forage, fuel, and light, for the use of all the 
different branches of the service abroad ; furnishes the troops 
with the necessary supplies of water; provides all land and 
inland water transport, and, in the absence of a properly autho- 
rized naval agent, takes up all the freight required for the 
conveyance of troops and stores by sea. 

Salt meat, coals, candles, and some other articles, are pro- 
cured by the Commissariat through the medium of the Admi- 
ralty and the Ordnance, while the fresh provisions are pur- 
chased on the spot. 

The materials of various kinds required by the Ordnanrc, 
and supplied for the service of the navy, in the absence of a 
1 agent, are also prorided by the Commissariat. 
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The Com in IB sari at purchasea are alt made iindor written i 
contracts, entereii into after open competition, accordin|^ to 
certain prescribed rules. Copies of every advertisement, 
tender, contract, &c., are immediately sent to the Treasury, 
where the whole of the proceedings are carefully scrutinized, 
and proper notice is taken of any irregularity that may have 
been committed. I 

It is the duty of the Commissariat officers to take care that 1 
the provisions and other supplies are of proper quality, accord- 
ing to contract; and if any difference of opinion should arise 
on this point, it is usual for the officer commanding to appoint 
a board of officers, who survey the articles complained of; and 
if the articles are condemned, others of proper quality are 
immediately obtained from the contractor, or are purchased by | 
the Commissariat at his expense. Copies of the Reports of aU 
such boards of survey arc sent to the Treasury. 

AU the Accounts of the Commissariat, both cash and store, 
arc sent home at the termination of each month to the Com- 
missioners of Audit, by whom they are examined and audited. 



CaBONOLooiCAL List o' Lorps High TuBAeruRBUs aud Cbie? Qou~ 

MISStONEHS OF THB TaBASUIty, FROM TBB ACCSHSION OF KlHft J 

Henry VII. 

1486. Sir John Dynham, IjordDynham ; by patent dated I4th July, 
1 Hen. VII. 

1501. ThomftB Earl of Surrey (afterward created Duke of Norfolk, 
1 Feb. 1514) ; by Baccessive patents dated 25th June, 16 Hen. , 
VII., to hold from 16th June ; 28tli July, I Hen. VIII. ; and j 
5th March, 5 Hen. VIII. Surrendered his office, 3rd Dec, 
14 Hen. VIII., in favour of his son. 

1522. Thomas Earl of Surrey (nfierward Duke of Norfolk); by patent 
dated 4ih Dec, 14 Hen. VIII. Attainted. 

1547. Edward Earl of Hertford, Lord Protector (and afterward Duke 
of Soraerset); by iiatent dated 10th Feb., I Edw. VI. Forfeited 
his office by Act of Parliament, 3 and 4 Edw. VI. 

1550. William Earl of Wiltshire (afterward Marquis of Winchester) ; 
by aucceasive patents duted 3rd Feb., 4 Edw. VI. ; 30(h Sept., 
I Mary ; and 2l3t Jan. I Eliz. Died in 1512. 

1572. William Cecill, K.G., Lord Burghley ; by patent 15th Sept., 14 
Eliz., to hold from Ut July last. Died 4th Aug. 1598. 

1599. Thomas Sackville, K. G., Lord Buckhurat (afterward Earl of J 
Dorset) ; by succesBive patents dated 15th May, 41 Eliz., 
hold from 13th May; and llih April, 1 Jac. I., to hold from ] 
I4ih April. Died 19th April, 1609. 

] 609. Robert Earl of Siilisbury ; by pat. 4tii Mav, 6 Jac I. Died 24lll | 
May, 1612. ' - 
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1612. Henry Earl of Northampton, and olhers, Commiasionera ; by pnt. 

16lh June, 10 Jac. I. 
IfiU. Thomas Lnrd EUesmere, Lord Chancellor, and others, Commia- 

Bioners; by pal. 24th Jan. 11 Jac. I. 
1C14. Thomas Earl of Suffolk ; by pat. 11th July, 12 Jnc. I. Reaigiied 

19 July, 1618. 

1619. Georire [Abbot,] Archbishop of Canterbury, and others, Commie- 

sionera; by succesBive patents, dated 2lBtJuly, 16 Jac. I., and 
25th Jan., 17 Jac. I. 

1620. Sir Heury Mountague (afterward Viscount Maundeville); bypat. 

14th Dec. IH Jac. I., to hold from 3d Dec. 

1621. Lionel Lord Cranfeild (afterward Earl of Middlesex) ; by pat. 

I3th Oct., 19tli Jac. I., to hold from 30th Sept., sent to the 
Tower, 14tli May, and liis staff taken away 16 May, 1624. 

1624. Sir Richard Weaton, Chancellor and Under Treasurer of Exche- 
quer; Commissioner during vacaDcy; by pat. 25th Mav, 
22 Jac, I. 

1624. Sir James Ley, Chief Justice, K.B. (afterward Earl of Marl- 
borough) ; by pat. 20ih Dec, 22 Jac. L, to hold from llth 
Dec. 

1628. Richard Lord Weston ; by pat. 15th July, 4 Car. L Died 13ih 
March, 1635. 

1635. WiUiam [Laud,] Archbishop of Canterbury, audothets, Comtnis- 

sioners; by pat. 15ih March, 10 Car. 1. 

1636. William [Juxon,] Bishop of London; by pat. 9th March, 11 

Car. I. 
1641. Edward Lord Littleton, Keeper of the Great Seal, and others. 

Commissioners; by auccessiTe patents, dated 2lBt May, 28lh 

Jan., and 8th Feb., 17 Car. L; 28th Sept. and 7th March, 18 

Car. 1., and 25th July, 19 Car. 1. 
1643. Francis Lord Cotlington ; by pat, 3rd Oct., 19 Car. L 

The Exchequer was removed lo Oxford in 1643 . Under the 

Common wealth, the Exchequer was managed by committeea, till 

Cromwell became Protector, when in ) 654 he re-established the 

Exchequer. 

1654. Bulstrode Whitebcke, Sir Tho. Widdrington, John Lisle (Lords 

Commissioners of the Great Seal), Henry Rolle, and Oliver St. 

John (Lords Chief Justices), Ed. Mountague, Wm. Sydenham, 

and Wm. Matham, Commisgionevs ; by patent, dated 3rd Aug., 

1654. 



1658. Bulstrode Lord Whitelocke (Constable of the Castle of Windsor), 
Edw. Lurd Mountague (one of the Generals at sea), Wm. Lord 
Sydenham (Governor of the lale of Wight), and Sir Tho. Wid- 
drington (Chief Baron of the Exchequer), Commissioners; by 
pat. 18th Sept. 1058. 

AtlerRiohard Cromwell ceased lo be Profccior, another Com- 
isBion issued unde» " TAe Keepers o/the Liberty nf England." 
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1660. 
1667. 

1672. 
1673. 

1679. 
1679. 

16S4. 
16B5. 
1687. 



THE TBEAStTHT. 

John Diebrowe, Wm. Sydenham, Richnrd Salwey, Cornelius 

Holland, John Gierke, acid John Blackwel), CommiHsioners ; 

by pat. llthNov., 1659. 
Sir Edward Hyde, Lord Chancellor, and othem, Commissioners; 

by pat. 19th June, 12 Car. II. 
Thomas Earl of Southampton; by pat. 8th Sept., 12 Car. II. 

Died I6th May, 1667. 
George Duke of Albemarle, and others, CoiomiBHionerB ; by 

successive patents, dated 24th May, 19 Car. II., and 8th April, 

21 Car. II. 
Thomas Lord Clifford ; by pat. 2nd Dec, 24 Car. II. ; created 

28th Nov.,und Bwom 5th Dec. 1672. 
Thomas Viscount Osborne (afterward Earl of Danby) ; by pat. 

24th June, 25 Car. II., sworn 26 June, 1673. Impeached. 
Arthur Earl of EBsex, and others, Commissioners ; by pat. 26th 

March, 31 Car. II. 
Lawrence Hyde, Esq. (afterward Earl of Rochester), and others, 

CommisBioners ; by successive patenls, dated 21et Nov., 31 

Car. II., 24th April, 9th July, and 26ih July, 36 Car. II. 
Sidney Lord Godolpbin, and others. Commissioners ; by pat. 

dated 9th Sept. 36 Car. II. 
Lawrence Earl of Rochester ; by pat. Ifith Feb., 1 Jac. II,; 

sworn 19th Feb.. 16B5. 
John Lord BelaByse, and others, CommiasionerB ; by pat. 4th 

Jan., 2 Jac. II. 
Charles Viscount Mordaunt, and others, Commissioners ; by pat. 

9th April, 1 Will, and Mary. 
Sir John Lowther, Baronet, and others, Commissioners ; by pat. 

18th March, 2 Will, and Mary. 
Sidney Lord Godolphin, and others. CoramiBBinnera; bv succea- 

sive patents dated I5th Nov., 2 Will, and Mary ; 2l8t March, 

4 Will, and Mary; Ist Nov., 7 Will. III.; and 2nd May, 8 

Will. III. 

Charlea Montague, and others. Commissioners; by successive 
patents dated lat Mav, 10 Will. III. ; and 1st June, 11 Will. 
III. 



by pat. 



by succes- 
and 29th March, 



1701. 

1702. 



Ford Earl of Tankerville, and others, Comi 

15th Nov., 11 Will. IIL 
Sidney Lord Godolphin, and othera, Cotnmist 

sive patents dated 9th Dec, 12 Will. IIL ; 

13 Will. IIL 
Charles Earl of Carlisle, and others, Commissioners ; by pat. 30th 

Dec., 13 Will. UI. 
Sidney Lord Godolphin (afterward Earl Godolphin) ; by pat, 

8th May, 1 Anne; received the Treasurer's staff lOlh May, 

and sworn 11th May, 1702. Resigned 8th Aug., 1710, 
John Earl Poulett, and others. Commissioners; by pat. 10th 

Aug., 9 Anne, ^ 




THE 

nil. Robert Earl of Oxford and Eurl Moriimer; by pat. 30th May, 
iOtli Anne i received the Treasurer'E etaS 29th May, and sworu 
1st June, nil. Revoked by succeeding patent. 

ni4. Charlee Duke of Shrewabury ; by pat. 30th July, 13 Anne, and 
received the Treaaurer'a staff the aame day, 

*^* From the acceasion of King George I. to the present time, the 
office of Lord Treasurer has alwaja been executed by Co m mi as i oners, 
the Duke of Shrewbury being the last who executed it as an individual. 



Chtkf Commissioners c 



Kin. 
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1714. Charles Earl of Halifax, and others, CommiBflionerB ; by pat. 13th 

Oct., 1 Geo. L, revoking the appointment of the Lord Trea- 
surer Shrewsbury. The Earl died in May 1715. 

1715. Charles Earl of Carlisle ; by pat. 23rd May, 1 Geo. I. 

ni5. Robert Walpole, Esq. ; by Buccessive patents, 1 Uh Oct. and 25lh 

June. 2 Geo. I. 
17n. James Stanhope, Esq.; by pat. 15th April, 3 Geo. I. 
1718. Charles Earl of Sunderland; by successive patents, 20t!i March, 

4 Geo. I„ and 11th June, 6 Geo. I. 
1721. Robert Walpole, Esq. (afterward Sir Robert Walpole, K.G.); 

hy ten successive patents, the first dated 3rd April, 7 Geo. I. 

1742. Spencer Earl of Wilmington, K.G. ; by pat. 16lh Feb., 15 

Geo. II. 

1743. Henrv Pelham, Esq. ; by six succcKsive patents, the first dated 

25th Aug., 17 Geo. II. 
1754. Thomas Holies Duke of Newcastle, K.G. ; by four successive 
patents, the firet dated 18th March, 27 Geo. II. 

1756. William Duke of Devonshire; by pat. 15th Nov., 30 Geo. II. 

1757. Thomas Holies Duke of Newcastle, K.G. (agatu) ; by four suc- 

cessive patents, the first dated 2nd July, 31 Geo. II. 

1 762. John Earl of Bute, K.G. ; by pat. 28tli May, 2 Geo. III. 

1763. George Grenville, Esq. ; by pat. 15th April, 3 Geo. III. 

1765. Charles Murquis of Rockingham, K.G. ; by pat. 13th July, 5 
Geo. in. 

1766. Augustus Henry Fituroy Duke of Grafton; by four successive 
patents, the first dated 2nd Aug., 6 Geo. III. 

1770. Frederick North (afterward styled Sir Frederick North, K.G.); 
commonly called Lord North ; by six successive patents, the 
first dated 6th Feb., 10 Geo. III. 

K.G. (again) ; by pal. 1st April, 



17S2. William Earl of Shelhurne, of the Kingdom of Ireland, K.G. ; by 
pat. 13th July, 22 Geo. III. 
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1783. William Henry Duke of Portland; by pat. 4th April, 23 Geo. 
III. 

1783. William Pitt, Esq. ; by ten successive patents, the first dated 26th 
Dec, 24 Geo. III. 

1801. Henry Addington, Esq.; by three successive patents, the first 
dated 21st March, 41 Geo. III. 

1804. William Pitt, Esq. (again) ; by two successive patents, dated 
16th May and 7th Aug., 44 Geo. III. 

1806. William Wyndham Baron Grenville; by pat. 10th Feb., 46 

Geo. III. 

1807. William Henry Cavendish Duke of Portland, K.G. (again); 

by three successive patents, the first dated 31st March, 47 
Geo. III. 

1809. Spencer Perceval, Esq.; by three successive patents, the first 
dated 6th Dec, 50 Geo. III. 

1812. Robert Banks Earl of Liverpool (afterward K.G.); by nine suc- 
cessive patents, the first dated 16th June, 52 Geo. III. 

1827. George Cannings, Esq. ; by two successive patents, dated 30th 

April and Slst July, 8 Geo. IV. 

1827* Frederick John Viscount Goderich ; by pat. 8th Sept., 8 Greo. IV. 

1828. Arthur Duke of Wellington, K.G. ; by three successive patents, 

the first dated 26th Jan., 8 Geo. IV. 

1830. Charles Earl Grey (afterward K.G.) ; by four successive patents, 
the first dated 24th Nov., 1 Will. IV. 

1834. William Viscount Melbourne ; by pat. 19th July, 5 Will IV. 
1834. Arthur Duke of Wellington, K.G. (again) ; by pat. 22nd Nov., 
5 Will. IV. 

1834. Sir Robert Peel, Baronet; by two successive patents, dated 3 1st 

Dec. and 19th March, 5 Will. IV. 

1835. William Viscount Melbourne (again) ; by eight successive 

patents, the first dated 20th April, 5 Will. IV. 

1841. Sir Robert Peel, Baronet (again); by several successive patents, 
the first dated 8th Sept., 5 Vict. 

1846. Lord John Russell ; first patent dated 6th July 1846, 10 Vict. 
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ORIGIN OF THE PRESENT MANAGEMENT 
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Thb IrUli Act of 3j Geo. III. e. 28, defined the powers and 
duties of the Lords of the Treasury, the Auditor of the Exche- 
quer, the Clerk of the Pells, the Teller of the Exchequer, the 
Receiver -General, and the Account an t-Gcneral, and abolished 
the office of Vice-Treasurer. This latter office, as it existed 
before the Union, also went by the appellation of Receiver- 
General, Paymaster-General, or Treasurer-at-War. Tlie Act 
of 53 Geo. In. c, 98, united the consolidated funds and the 
Treasuries of Great Britain and Ireland, and created again 
the office of Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. Under the regu- 
lations laid down by this Act, the warrants of the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, countcrsignedby the Vice-Treasurer, were made the legal 
authority to the Auditor-General to issue his order on the Teller 
for payment from the Exchequer in Ireland, provided such pay- 
ment was sanctioned by some grant from Hia Majesty, or by 
some Act of Parliament. Issuesout of the Exchequer in Ireland 
were to be recorded in Great Britain, to prevent the annual 
grants of Parliament from being exceeded — and quarterly ac- 
eounis of the Consolidated Fund were to be sent reciprocally 
from one country to the other. Issues were to be made out of 
the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund in each quarter 
in Ireland for current services, the Vice-Treasurer tranBmitting 
an account of such issues to the Lords of the Treasury, who 
were to grant their warrant for repaying the same to the Con- 
solidated Fund. AH the powers of the Lords of the Treasury 
of Ireland were to vest in the Lords of the Treasury of the 
United Kingdom. And all Books and Records in the custody 
of the Irish Treasury were to be placed in the custody of the 
Vice-Treasurer. The Act of 57 Geo. Ill, c. 84 (1817), directed 
the offices of Auditor-General, Teller, and Clerk of the Pells 
in the Exchequer of England and Ireland should, on occasion 
occurring, he performed in person, and be regulated by the 
Lords of the Treasury. The Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 56 (1822). 
recited the above Act, and stated that the office of Teller of 
the Exchequer in Ireland had since become vacant, and that 
it was expedient that the offices of Auditor and Clerk of the 
Pells, and Mustcr-Mastcr-Gcneral, should be regulated before 
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Two senior clerks, each . 
Four asGistBut clerks, each 



« 



[ the expiratioa of the existing interests, and authorized the 
Treasury to refjulate those oflicea, and to discharge the exist* 
ing officers from the performance of their duties, and to esta- 
blish such regulations with respect to the duties of the office 
of Vice-Treasurer as they might think necessary, for securing, 
checking, and controlling the issue, receipt, and. payment of 
the public money. Under the authority of this Act, the 
Treasury Minule of 19 July 1822, laid down precise rules and 
regulations for effectually securing, checking, and controlling 
the issue, receipt, and payment of the Public Money, and for 
the conduct of the business of the Vice- Treasurer' a and Teller's 
offices. The subsequent Minutes of 27th September 1822, and 
3rd January 1823, fixed the future establishments of those 
offices as follows : — 

Vice-Treasurer ...... £2000 per annum. 

Deputy £800. 

i£600, lo increase £20 
I per annum, to £800. 
(£300, to increase £15 
1 per annum, to £500. 
(£100, to increase £10 
Three junior clerks, each (o) ■ . l per annuni, after three 

( yeHrs, to £-200. 
„ ,. , . |£I000 per annum, to find 

^*"" ' ^"'"y i security for £25,000. 

First clerk £300. 

Second clerk £200. 

Third clerk £100. 

And directed that the Teller should be appointed by a 
Treasury constitution. Upon the appointment of Mr. Smith, 
Vice -Treasurer, the office of Deputy Vice-Treasurer was 
abolished ; and upon a vacancy, the office of one of the senior 
clerks was abolished soon after, and the salary of the Vice- 
Treasurer was reduced to 1200/, per annum. The above- 
mentioned Minutes describe the details of the business then 
established in Ireland. See Parliamentary Paper, No. 81 
(1823), and an outline of the system is described in the Report 
of the Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, dated 28th January 1836, 
addressed to the Lords of the Treasury (No. 2829, registered 
6th February 1836), from which it appears that the system 
then founded was first laid down W Stat. 54 Geo. III. c. 83 
(1814), "An Act for the more effectual regulations of the 
Receipts and Issues of His Majesty's Treasury, and for securing 
the due application of Money coming into the hands of the 
Public Accountants in Ireland." 

ovtii ream the abulitbrid 
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The Equity Side of the Court of Exchequer was rc-gulatcd 
in 1823 by Sfat. 4 Geo. IV. c. TO, as to fees, copies, &c., by 
which the Chief Kemembrancer'a office was to be performed in 
person, and the Deputy promofed to be Chief Remembrancer, 
and several other officers on the Equity Sidu promoted, &c. 
And by Sect. 22, the Chief Remembrancer was to superintend 
the conduct ani proceedings of the officers on the Equity 
Side. His salary was regulated to 3000/. per annum, and his 
Fees abolished by Sect. 27 ; and other regulations were made 
on the Equity Side. 

Abolition of the Offices of Vice- Treasurer and Teller. 
Under the authority of Stat. 6 and 7 Will. IV. e. 83 (1836), 
" An Act for the regulation of the offices of Vice-Treasurer and 
Teller of the Exchci]ucr in Ireland," the Treasury Minute of 
9th May 18(7 was passed, which had the effect of abolishing 
the remaining Exchequer Offices in Ireland, and of obliging 
the whole of the Revenue of Ireland to pass through Hia 
Majesty's Exchequer at Westminster, and to be subject to the 
same regulations as to the receipt, issue, and account, as (he 
lievenue of the rest of the United Kingdom, which require that 
no issues should be made from the Exchequer, but on Warrants 
signed by the Lords of the Treasury, and addressed to the 
ComptroUcr of the Exchequer. But for the purpose of making 
payments in detail in Ireland, an office, called Tlie Paymaster 
of Civil Services in Ireland, was appointed, to whom imprests 
are made from time to time from the Exchequer at West- 
minster, by Warrants from the Treasury, to enable him fo carry 
on those payments. On the same principle, the Army Pay- 
ments were directed to be made by transfer from the Account 
of the Comptroller-General of the Exchequer to that of the 
Paymaster -General at the Bank of Ireland, instead of being 
issued, as heretofore, from the Irish Revenue, by the Vice- 
Treasurer, who acted as Paymaster -General in Ireland. Mr. 
S. M. Leake (at present Principal Clerk of the 1 rcasury) wi 
the last Vice- Treasurer. 

Audit of Accounts.^See also under the head " Land 
Revenue," page 153. 

Stat. 52 Goo. III. c. 52 (1812) (after rcpeahng the Irii 
Acts 23 and 24 Geo. III., 25 Geo. III., and 3« Geo. 111., ai 
so much of the Stat, 46 Geo. III. c. 95, as provides for the 
annual audit of Accounts) empowered Ilis Majesty, by 
Letters Patent, to appoint Five Commissioners of Accounts 
in Ireland. 

Stat. 1 and 2 Wm. IV. c. 26, amended 52 Geo. HI. c. 53, 
and the Consolidated Fund Act, 56 Geo. III. c. 98, with 
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respect to the number of Commissioners competent to grant 
Quietus to Public Accountants in Ireland. 

Stat. 2 and 3 WiU. IV. c. 99 (1832), authorized His Majesty 
to revoke the above-mentioned Commission, and to direct that 
their power should be transferred to the Com mission era of 
Audit of Great Britain, and that the Treasury should have the 
control over the accounts instead of the Lord- Lieutenant ,■" but 
in coses where it was necessary to examine accounts in Ireland, 
the Commissioners of Audit might transmit them to the Chief 
Remembrancer of the Exchequer of Ireland, who should, in 
such cases, have the same powers as the Commissioners of 
Accounts in Ireland had. 

The above Act of 2 and 3 Will. IV. was amended by 5 and 6 
Will. IV. c. 55 : — " An Act for facilitating the Appointment of 
"Sheriffs in Ireland, and the more effectual Audit and passing 
■' of their Accounts ; and for the more speedy Return and 
" Recovery of Fines, Fees, Forfeitures, Recognizances, Penal- 
"ties, and Deodands; and to abolish certain offices in the 
" Court of Exchequer in Ireland ; and to amend the Laws 
"relating to Grants in Custodiam and Recovery of Debts in 
" Ireland; and to amend an Act of the 2nd and 3rd years of 
"his present Majesty, for transferring the Powers and Duties 
•■of the Commissioners of Public Accounts in Ireland to the 
'■ Commissioners for auditing the Public Accounts of Great 
" Britain." 

By Sect. 7 of this Act (he Sheriffs' accounts arc to he 
audited by the Chief Remembrancer of Ireland, and from 
whom by Sect. 10 the Sheriff is to obtaio his Quietus. Sect. 18 
abolished the following offices : — Pipe, Summonister and Clerk 
of the Estreats, Transcriptor, and Foreign Apposer, and the 
Secondary in the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer's Office, 
Sect. 19, the Lord Treasurer's Hemembrancer to execute his 
duties in person. Sect. 22, Records of abolished offices to be 
delivered to the Chief Remembrancer, and the duties to be 
performed by him. 

Land Eoveime. 
The Land Revenue in Ireland was collected by the respective 
Sheriffs until 1669, when the whole of the Hereditary Revenues 
of that kingdom were put in farm, and the farmers divided the 
country into a certain number of districts, to each of which they 
appointed a Collector («). The Collectors were subordinate to 

(a) The tint appolntTnent on the Patent Rulls of a Revenue Comniiisioner foi Ire- 
]uid aCtti the Reaturatiun, was dial of Sir George Blundell, who fur his lignal loyalty 
tbe King required t\ie Jusdcei to cunilitute a) one of tlie CnmmiuiDueii for the 
managmieiil of the Cuitonu and Exain. The prtiy seal is dated latli July, 1661. 
(13 C». II.) The Patent of tbe Reienue CommiBiioiieni for Ireland, under itat. 14 
ouil 15 Coi. II. c. e, 9. 43, ii dated ^nd Sejn. 1662, by lirtue of vbich atat, an office 
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a Principal Clerk called " The Clerk of the Quit Eenis," who 
made out the Rentals or Charfje ; and to another Clerk, called 
" The Account ant- General," before whom the Collectora ac- 
counted. These officers were permanently stationed at Dublin, 
and they respectively made out their charge and settled their 
Accompts by the Records in the King's Auditor-General'g 
Office. On the determination of the farms in the reign of 
Jac. II., this course of collection was continued, and new officers 
appointed under the same titles of Clerk of the Quit Rents and 
Accountant-General, and the Rents were put in charge with 
the Collectors of the other Revenues, all of whom were per- 
manent officers, Buhject to the control and direction of the 
Commissioners of the Revenue, whose accounts of the several 
Revenues under their management were examined by the 
Auditor- General, and on his allowance, paid into the Exche- 
quer, On the abolition of the General Board of Revenues, 
and disTribution of their functions among the new and distinct 
offices then created, the management of the Land Revenue 
devolved on the Commissioners of Excise, by whose officers the 
rents were thenceforth collected. The official regulations for 
the transactions of the business have been occasiotially altered 
— but the mode of collection and the establishment of officers 
intrusted with the immediate superintendence of it, and with 
the conduct of the proceedings relating to the demised Estates 
of the Crown, remained nearly on the same footing from the 
period at which tbcy were first placed under the control of the 
General Commissioners of Revenue (a). 

Stat. 7 & 8 Geo. IV. c. 68, gave the Commissioners of Woods, 
Forests, &c., in England, the management of the Land Re- 
venues in Ireland, and gave them power to relieve the Excise 
Department from the collection of the Land Revenues, and to 
appoint Receivers of the same; but the said Commissioners 
found it expedient to continue the same course of collection 
through the officers of Excise for some time longer, until a new 
authentic Rent Roll and Particulars of the Crown Possessions in 
course of compilation under the direction of the Commissioners 
of Public Records of Ireland should be completed ; and therefore 
a clause was introduced for that purpose into the above Act. 
According to the Excise regulations, the Collectors remitted 
the Crown Rents with the Excise Duties collected by them, 
periodically to the Receiver-General of Customs and Excise, in 

be manage 

By Patent, 28tli Augiut, I6T1 ; five Commio 
receiving and coUectJug tfae Quit Renls, aiid ol 
(Lodge'i Lilt DrPatmlN Ofliceie.) 

(d) 6lhRq).orCoiii.DfWHxi>,&c., 1B39, Slli Juuc.pp. 15-25. 
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Dublin^ by whom the Land Revenue was paid into the Bank 
of Ireland, and placed to the credit of the proper Exchequer 
account. This course was continued until tne latter end 
of 1828, or beginning of 1829, when the office of Receiver- 
General was abolished^ and a new mode of remittance of the 
Excise Revenue through the Agents of the Provincial Bank of 
Ireland, was established ; and it therefore became immediately 
necessary to provide for the General Receipt of the Land 
Revenue; and an arrangement was made with the Bank of 
Ireland for the Land Revenues to be paid by the Collectors to 
the Provincial Agents of the Bank, or in the absence of such 
Agencies, remitted by post direct to the Bank in Dublin, to 
be placed to the account of the " Woods and Forests Fund," 
and from thence remitted to their Account at the Bank of 
England (a). 



(a) Sixth Report of Commiuionera of Woods, &c., 1829, 5 June, pp. 15-29. 
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Of the Court of Augmentations to the Exchequer — Articles of Annexa- 
tion • •.. 15-20 

Of the Court of First Fruits 21 

Instrument of Annexation, by which Jac. I. affected to entail on the Crown 
certain Lands •.37 

Annual or Pipe Roll 61 

Annuities 133 

Apposer. See Foreign Apposer. 

Appraisement, Writ of «....«.•. 48 

Approvers 10 

Archbishoprics : 

Vacancies — Temporalties .•dS 

Arrentations of Assarts and Purprestures •51 

Assarts 51, 71 

^"*y- \ . . . • . . 104 
Assayer: j*' ... *«■» 

Assessed Taxes : 

Accounts of • 125 

Assistance, Writ of • . . . • 22 

Assiza ••33 

Assize, Justices of : 

Expenses of Sheriffs on Account of Justices at the Assizes • . • • 55, 57 

Attachment, Writ of 58 

Attainders, Inquests on. See Inquests. 
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Audit, CDmmiaBia 

EaUblislimeti 

Sheriffs' Acci 

Declared Act 

Of Iriali Accounts Ijj 

Auditori : 

The Treaaurarand Bnrona, Sovereign AuditorB of the Kingdom — Sheridb 
paiaed their AccouDte before them — Temporary AppointtnenC of 

Auditora 9, 122 

Firat Appointment ot aellled Auditora called Foreign Auditors — Origin 

of new Auditors. General Surrejors and Approvera .... . , 9 
Auditors appointed for the Court of General Surveyora, that Court 
abolished and imal^mated with the Court of Augmentations — Auditor! 
appointed to the latter Court, i. e. Auditors of the Land Revenue, and 

Auditora of Preals and Foreign Account I2-1S 

Number of Anditora determined upon the anneiation ot the Court of 
Augmenlationa to the Eichequer, by the 30ih Article ot Annexation, 

(seven Auditors) 19 

An eighth Auditor appointed for a abort lime. temp. Elii. (flo(t) ... 20 

History of the Auditora 123 

Auditors of Impteal, afterwards Auditors of Public Accounts, history of 124 

Auditors ot the Eichequer 124, 1«5 

Auditors of Land Hevenue. history, of 12a 

Set also under the head "Ministers' and Receivers' Accounts" ... 63 

Auditor of Excise 59 

Auditor of Eeceipt, history. &c., of I2B 

Abolition of his ofBce 29 

Aagmentations. Se6 Court of Angmentatians. 

Anlnagsrs . , S, 44 

AaKlliuoi ad Turnum Vicecomitis I 

Vicecotnitifl f " *" 

orDonum '. 41 

Avalage : \ 
Avaiagium : / 

Duty on Toll of 42 

Bailiffa— See Ministers :— 

Of Libertiea, to be warned by the Sheriffs lo obtain allowance of their 

Tallies— called to make their Protera 154,58 

Bank Clerks : 

Attended at the Receipt ot the Exchequer to examine Bank Noles . . 27 
Bank Notes : 

Cancelled Bank Notes, a fiction for payment of money .... -27^ 2S 
Barons of the Eichequer (Baronea Scaccariil : 

In the time of Hen, 1 1 

A Baron and Clerk appointed by Slat. 27 Edw. I. c. 2, to go through the 
Shires, to view, &c., the Acquittanrea respecting the Greenwax ; this 
practice superseded by the Appointment of a Surveyor of Greenwax, 

Treasurer and Barons tbe Sovereign Auditors before whom the Sherlfli 

paaaed Iheir Accounts 9,123 

Biatoij, &c., ot 107 

Sxchequer there 24 

BiUengesgate ; 

Customs of . 42 

BiahopricB, vacant 40,83 

Blanched Money; 1 

Bluk: ) K 

Body of (h^ Shire, or Corpus ComiCatfls 64 

Bonds 48, 109 




"f'} 33,34 
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Botulfesgate : 

Customa of 42 

Burgage « . • • • • . . 34 

Butlerage : 

Accounts of, to be taken by tbe Auditors of the Exchequer .... 1 9 

Butlerage — ^Frisage .•.•••..••42 

Caernarvon : 

Exchequer there 24 

Calais : 

Accounts of Lands, &c., in Calais and the Marches, how accounted for . 10 
Accounts of the Staple of, how accounted for 19 

Cambii, Custodes : 

Accountants ••••• 49 

Exchequer in the Cambium of London 24 

Camera Curise, or Camera Regis 24 

Capias .58 

Carlisle : 

Exchequer there •••.•.. 24 

Carucage : 

Came 

Cast out of Court 23, 58, 76 

Castle-Guard:) _^ ^./v^^-^^.n**, ,,/* 

Castle-Ward :/ ^"» SO, 52, 64 («,te), 71, 112 

Casual Revenue : 

Of Greenwax . . . • • 46, 52 

Certi Redditus : 

' ad Communem Finem . . . 50 

Certitudines 50 

Certum Letse cum Capitagio • . 50 

Chafe-wax 6 

Chamberlain : 

Of London— Collector of Duties— The King's Wines, Prisage, &c. • 41, 42 

Chamberlains : 

History, &c., of 127 

Of Chester and Flint 12 

OfWales 12, 15 

Chancellor. — Chancery. I 

Fart of the Duties of the Chancellor executed at the Exchequer — His 
Duplicate of the Great Roll of the Pipe as a check upon the Treasurer 
— The Great Seal kept at the Exchequer — Writs of Chancery set forth 
at the Exchequer — Exchequer business sealed with the Great Seal- 
Chancery Officers at the Exchequer • • • • 5, 6, 99 

Separation of the Chancery from the Exchequer — Conjecture as to the 
cause thereof 6 

Appointment of the First Chancellor of the Exchequer, who succeeded to 
part of the Duties of the King's Chancellor • 6, 99 

The King's Chancellor began to be styled Chancellor of England . . 7 

Chancellor of the Exchequer : 

First Appointment—Succeeded to part of the Duties of the King's 

Chancellor . 6, 99 

Succeeded to the King^s Chancellor's Duplicate of the Pipe Roll, as a 

check upon the Treasurer •••6, 7 

His first sitting at the Exchequer 7 

. History and Functions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer • • • . 99 
. Chancery. — See Chancellor. 

Chaise : 

'The Pipe Roll, the great medium of charge and discharge . . • • 61 

The current charge on the Sheriff . . . . • 64 

The Accountant's Roll, the charge on other accountable officers— -charge 
of the Escheator before the Auditors • • • • 70 
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Chester : 

Chamberlains of . . , , . . 12 

Exchequer there « , .. • , 24 

Chief or High Justicier. — See Justicier. 

Chirographers i . , , 

Chirographs pthejew. 8 

Church of England : 

Temporalties of (sede vacante) ,53 

Accounts entered on the Foreign Rolls 72 

Clerk of the Estreats : 

History and Functions of • . , • 115 

- of the Market 46 

ofthe Nichils: 

History and Functions of • ... 116 

of the Pells : 

History and Functions of 131 

- of the Pipe : 

History and Functions of , . . • 113 

of the Summons : 

See under the head " Clerk ofthe Estreats'* 115 

ofthe Writs 117 

Cocket : 

Described • • . • 44 

Cofferer ofthe Household': 

AboUshed 1782 . ' . .22 

Collectors : 

Of Tallages — of Dismes — of Aids, &c . , 49 

Of Subsidies and Customs 109 

Commissariat ...'...-• , , 144 

Commissioners of Inquiry : 

Under Stat. 3 Edw. I. c. 19, and the Stat, of Rutland, 12Edw» I., to in- 
quire respecting Debts in the several Counties .... . • • 4 
Under Stat. 6 Hen. IV. c. 13, to inquire touching Frauds of Sheri0B, Es- 
cheators, Aulnagers, Customers, &c., the tenor of every Account to be 
sent (together with Commissions) into the Counties, to inquire and 

certify the Profits, &c ••. 5 

—————— of Public Accounts : 

Their first establishment — represent the ancient Auditors of Imprest • .124 
Manner of declaring their Accounts, and recording them. — See under the 

head ** Declared Accounts.'* 84-86 

Directed to Audit the Accounts of Sheriffs 23 

Imprest Certificates • • , . .91 

Commissions : 

To survey and approve lands, temp. Hen. VIII 10,11 

Out of Chancery, directed to Sheriffs or Escheators 69,70 

Of Inquiry entered on the Memoranda (Q. R.) 89 

Comptroller-General of the Receipt : 

Establishment of his office — present course ofthe Receipt — What ancient 
officers he represents 29-31 

Comptroller of the Pipe : 

Clerk of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; k . . >i . . . « 7 
History of • ... 114 

Computations : 

By marks, half-marks, &c 26 

Constable of the Exchequer •.117 

Controller. — See Comptroller. 

Comage 51, 64 (note), 71 

Cornwall : 

Accounts of the Receivers of the Duchy audited — Controlled by the 
King's General Surveyors ••.... 10, 11 



Cai'pus CumiUiai : 

Deacrihed 64 

Rolls of 70 

Court of Augmenutiom : 

Erected, BboUthed, and new Couit erected, uaalgamating irlth it the 
Court of GenecBl Surveyors — &bolitioa and umeiation to the Court of 

Exchequer 14,13 

The Accounts to be kept Eepsrale. — Sa Sect. 2S of the Article! of AnneK- 

stion 25, Z8 

ofEquily 23,94,101,109,111 

of First Fruits : 

Erected, abolished, BDDezed to the Exchequer ■ 21 

of General Surtayora : 

Erected by Slat. 33 Hen. VI II. —abstract of the Act— abolished and 
amalsaiDaled with the Court of Augmentations . . . . ■ 12-U 

of Wards. — Su under the head " Lord Treasurer'* Heme mbrancer" . 70, 111 

Court Fee SO 

Court Bolls ; 

Stewards of Lists to double their Court RolU, and aertify one into [he 
Eichequer.— S« Sect. 36 of the Articles annexing the Court of Aug- 
mentations lo tbe Exchequer 19 

C.R. or R.C. (c.r. or r.c.) ; 

i.e. Reddit compntum > 63 

Craring 23, 67 

Creation Money . . . SS 

Ccementum Comitatfls : 

Described (iut>) 64 

Cursitor Baron : 

His Duties, &c. 54,108 

Profers made before him 23, Sj 

The Sheriff anciently apposed before tbe Barons in open Court, but in 
more modem times before the Cursitor Baiou ...... S4, SS 

Custodes : 

Of Town«, &e.— Of the Cambii 49 

Customers 5,43,49 

Builton Wool Key 43 

Customs : 

Accounting for new Customs of Wine , . V2 

Customs Causes 48 

EecelTer-General, Sc— Rendering accouats, disohargt, &c 59 

Eeienueof 41-44 

Cutter of the Tallies: 

Functions, &c. 26, 134 

Danegeld : 

Revenue of •■........,.41 

F>ead Farms 71 

Deal baled : 

Blanched or Whitened 25 

Debentures 134 

Declared Accounts : 

Described — Showing tbe course of the Exchequer in reeording them . , 84 

Demesne Land 32-36 

Deputy Chamberlaini.^Sn under the head " Chamherlaiiu" 127 

Diem Claus. Eitrem.: 

Sm Nichel diem ctausit extremum 46, SS 
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Dittringai • • • .47,48,68 

Domesday Sunre j : 

Land BeTenue of tlie Kiog ascertained therefrom — Domesday kept with 
the Great Seal .32 

DonaAssiue 33 

Donum • .33 

DachT of Cornwall : 

Accounts of Auditors and Receivers controlled • • 11 

Duchy of Lancaster : 

Accounts of Auditors and Receivers controlled • • .11 

Elemosyns Constituta : 

Described • m • 65 

Equity Jurisdiction : 

All the proceedings entered at the King*s Remembrancer's Office . 109, HI 
Of the Court of Exchequer transferred to Chancery •-•.•• 23 

Escheatorsn 
Escheats : J 

Who answered for Escheats — First Formation of an Escheatry — Particular 

Boils formed thereof-*The Kingdom divided into Escheatries Citra 

and Ultra Trent, &c 68 

Before whom the Escheators Accounted — Escheators" Charge . • • • 69 
If the Inquisition was taken by the Sheriff, the Estreat was drawn down 

into the Pipe -.■.,".•... 70 

At what time the office of Escheator ceased — The Lord Mayor ttill 

Escheator of London 70 

Inquisitions virtute officii — Virtute brevis •.....••• 58,69 
Sheriffs answered for such Debts as the Escheators did not levy . • • 70 
See under the head <* Parcel Makers" of Escheators" accounts • • • 118 

Escuage • 4, 34, 64 

Estreats : 

Grand Roll of Estreats — Estreats drawn down into the Pipe . . . 46, 1 15 

Ezannalis Rolls 70 

Exchequer — Account Side : 

Its introduction by the Conqueror— 'Proof of its existence as early as 
31 Hen. I., a Pipe Roll of that year being still preserved, at which 
time there were also Barones Scaccarii — "Why called Exchequer — The 
Exchequer Table described in the note — The Court held in the King's 
Palace, but not to be confounded with the Curia Regis — Principal 

Rooms and Chambers of the Barons 1 

The Court held at Westminster described 1,2 

The order in which the officers sat in the Exchequer 2 

Examples of transferring the Exchequer from place to place • • . . 3 
Persons who acted in the Exchequer acted also in the Curia Regis . 3, 4 
The o^ect of the Court was the management, &c., of the Revenue — 
but Common Pleas held there — The High Justicier presided in the 
Exchequer, and had the superior care and guidance of the Revenue, 
and performed many acts which afterwards pertained to the Treasurer. 
The High Justicier, said to have been Treasurer also, if not Chan- 
cellor at the same time — How appointed — Who sat at the Exchequer 
— Justiciers assisted also in the care, &c., of the Revenue .... 4 
Commissioners of Inquiry under the Stat. 3 Edw. I. c. 19, and also by 
the Stat, of Rutland, 12 Edw. I. sent into the Counties to inquire 
respecting Debts. By Stat. 27 Edw. I. c. 2 (Stat, de Finibus), one 
Baron and a Clerk of the Exchequer went every year through every 
shire, to view the Acquittances of Sherifife, &c., on the Casual Revenue 
of Green wax. This latter practice superseded by the appointment of a 

Surveyor of Greenwax, temp. Jac. I. • 4, 5 

By Stat. 6 Hen. IV. c. 13, touching Frauds, &c., of Sheriflb, Escheators, 
Aulnagers, &c., after every final Account, the tenor of the same, 
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r, his Duplicate of 
! Great Seal kept at the Ei- 
t forth at the Exchequer — Exchequer 
t Seal— Chancery Offices at the Ei- 



together with CammtssiDDs to be «i^iit into the Counties to itiquij 
and certify their proSli, &c, . 

The llhaocerj— Part of the dutiet 
Exchequer— Acted as a Check i 
the Great EoU for that purposi 
chequer— Writs of Chau 
business sealed with th 
chequer .... 

Separation of the Chancery from the Exchequer, coujecture as to the 
cause thereof fi 

Appointment of the First Chancellor of the Exchequer — Succeeded to 
part of the duties of the King's Chancellor 6,7 

Decline and Extinction of the office of High Jualiciec — Increase there- 
upon of the Treasurer's power, whea the aflurs of the Exchequer 
began to be jpided by him — The King's Chancellor began to be styled 
Chancellor of England, temp. Edw. I.— Time of the Hrst sitting of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Exchequer- Time of holding 
the Exchequer— The rising of the Court termed the Day of Liberate . 7 

Exchequer of the Jens 8,9 

The Treasurer and Barons were the SoTereign Auditors of the Kingdom 
— Temporary appointment of Anditors — Passing of the Accounts of tba 
Sheriffi before the Treasurer and Barons, and subsequently before the 
Clerk of the Pipe — Earliest appointment of settled Auditors, who were 
called Foreign Auditors— Origin of new Auditors, and great deviations 
from the regular course of the Exchequer, temp. Hen. VIl. and YIII. 9 

Bailiffs and other Accountants — Accounting by word of mouth before per- 
sons appointed by Hen. VII. in the King's Chamber— General SurrejorB 
and Approvers of the King's Lands, 8c., appointed, with power to call 
the AccounianU before them in the Prince's Chamber— The King's 
General Surreyors appointed and declared Chief Auditors— -Tceasurer 
of the King's Chamber appointed 10,11 

Court of General Surveyors created by Slat. 33 Hen. VIII., officers 
thereof, abstract of the contents of the Act II-U 

Court of Augmentations erected by Stat. 27 Hen. VIU. C.28— ThatCourt 
dissolved, together with the Court of General Surveyors, and a new 
Court of Augmentations (amalgamating the above tno Courts) erected 
by Letters Patent, 38 Heo. VIIL— Officers thereof 14, IS 

Abolition of the Court of Augmentation b, and annexation to the Exche- 
quer by Letters Patent, 1 Mary — Articles of Annexation , . , 15-20 

Court of First Fruits erected and ahalished, and annexed to the Exche- 
quer 21 

The gradual withdrawal of the Lord Treasurer from the Exchequer, which 
produced a new system, and the groundwork laid for the present De- 
partment of the TrcasHry- The office of Lord Treasurer wag put In 
Comraieaion for the first time in 1B12— Hence the origin of Treasury 
Warrants— Evidences, however, that the Treasurer and Under-Treaaurcr 
personally transacted busineaa at the Exchequer up to the time of its 
removal to Oxford, by order of Car. 1., 1643 21 

During the Commonwealth the business of the Exchequer or Revenue 
was managed by Committees — Exchequei re-eatabliBhed by the Pro- 
tector, 1654— The Treasurer ceased to execute his office personally at 
the Exchequer after the JSesloratlon — The Lord Treaaurer becomes 
Lord Treaaurer of Great Britain by the Union with Scotland— New 
Court ofExchequer in Scotland — The Lord Treasurer becomes Lord 
Treasurer of threat Britain and Ireland by Stat. S6 Geo. III. (1S16)— 
Most of the ancient Departments of the Exchequer abolished ... 33 

Sheriffs ceaaed to act as collectors of the Land Bevenue- Equity Juris- 
diction of the Court of Exchequer tranBTerred to Chance ry— Final abo- 
lition of the Ancient Account Side of the Exchequer . . ... 23 

Exeheque™ in Wales and other place S* 

Exchequer Chamber 47, 91 
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Bichequer— Receipt Side ; 

' I'he principal place for pRylng in the King's money — Sometimea paid into 
tlie King's Chamber and other placpg-Exchequenin Walea and lariuus 

olher plares 23, 24 

Kent answered by work, proviBiouB, &c., uftenvanla by money— Different 
kinds of payment — Method of proving (he money, &c,, by weights, com- 

bu9tion,ftc 25 

CamputatioaB made by Marcs, Half-marcs, &c., lalue thereof— Place of 
payment at the Ul&ce of (he Teller?— Manner of entering tlie aums 

received 26 

lalliei described- Abolished—Check Receipts Established- Bank Clerka 
attended at the Receipt of the Eitchequer to examine Notes .... 27 

Cancelled Bank Noles a fiction for payment of njoney ..... .28 

Abolition of the AucientReceipt of the Exchequer — New Receipt de«rlbed 29 
Present mode of paying in and issuing out of money ..... .30 

How the Ancient EicHequer U novr represented 31 

S« Ireland.— S« Scotland. 

Exchequer Bill 92 

Exchequer Chamber 47, 94 

Acfounting for, &c, — Auditor 59, GO 

Eiitus Rolls 92 

Enon' de anno 58 

Expeditious, UiliUry 34,35 

Extenti 1 

Process for Extent Ill 

Of Towns, &c 33 

Fee Court 50 

Leet SO 

Mot 50 

Soken 50 

FalouB' Goods— (Seiiures, &c.) : 

Charged on the Sheriffs by the Auditors on their Foreign Account!, 

47, 48,69, 77,110 

Fieri facias 48, 109 

Fieri feci 112 

Fines: 

A source of Revenue 40,31 

Fines AldeTmannor* 60 

Pro Sects Cutin relaxand' 50 

Alienation 23 

Prje and Post 23 

Firmie Majores . 33 

Minore 33 

First Fruits.- See Court of First Fruits. 

FUnt : 

Chamberlains of . 13 

Foreign Account Rolls : 

'The esilieat Ministers' Accounts teparated from the Pipe . . . ■ . 39 

Seisures entered thereon 48,110 

Described 72-77 

What are chared against Sheriffs on their Foreign Accounts, tIi, — 
Seiiures foe Alienations, Outlawries, Qoods, &c., of Felons, Waifs, 
SlrBya,S;c 110 

Foreign Apposet : 

Cast up and totted theSheiiSs' casual revenue accounts, and sent the same 

into the Pipe 46 

History and Functions of the 116 
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Foresters : 

Accountants in the Exchequer . . • . • • • 49 

Fusour or Melter : 

History, &c, of • 133 

G&rsechurche : 

Customs of 41^ 43 

General Surrey ors : 

And Approvers of the King's Land appointed— Declared Chief Auditors, 10-12 
Court of General Sunreyors erected hy Stat. 33 Hen. YlII 12 

Great Seal : 

Kept at the Exchequer ••.•••• 5 

Greenwax : 

A Baron and Clerk appointed by 27 Edw. I. c. 2., to go through the Shires 
to yiew, &c., the Acquittances of Sheriffs, &c., for the Casual Revenue of 
Greenwax— This practice superseded by the appointment of a Surveyor 

of Greenwax, temp. Jac. I. .... . • 5 

Apposal of the Sheriff— How the Accounts o^ brought into the Pipe — Of 

what the revenue consisted •46 

Sw under the heads « Clerk of the Estreats*' 115 

** Foreign Apposer " . , 116 

Guilds 40 

Hanaper : 

Accounts of ••.••... 19 

Hidage • • . • S3, 50 

High Justicier. — See Justicier. 

Homage ..•.112 

Horse, Master of the .•.•.*.• ••. 109 

Household — King's : 

Accounts of 85, 126 

Cofferer abolished • 22 

Imbreviate •••..•• 48 

Imprests : 

Accounts to be taken by the Auditors of the Exchequer . • • . • 19 

Prests or Imprests 28, 124 

The practice of recording them described • • • • 84-86, 91, 130, 132 
Writs of Distringas sent forth by the King's Remembrancer on Imprest 

Accounts • 109 

Auditors of Imprest — History of— B) whom now represented • . .124 

Inferius Scaccarium ..•...•.••••••.•.24 

IngrosseroftheGreatRolL— i&e** Clerk of the Pipe" • 113 

Inquests : 

On Attainders— Clerk of Petty Bag directed by Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. 
c. 39, sect. 17, to transmit Inquests on Attainders to the Court of 
General Surveyors •••IS 

Inquisitions : 

Manner of holding •••• ••69 

Virtute officii — Virtute brevis • 53 

Introitus. — See Pell. 

Ireland, Present state of the Exchequer and Treasury • 150-155 

Ireland, Treasurer of : 

Directed to account annually in the Exchequer of England, 21 Edw. I. • 49 
Isle of Wight: 

Accounts of the Governor of, audited by the Auditors of the I^and 

Revenue ••••••.*• 126 

Issue Rolls 92 

See also under tbe head ** Clerk of the Pells " 131 

Jewel Office : 

Abolished 22 
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Jew* — Excbeqacr of... ....... >..-•-• B 

loinenof the Tallin : 

Tbi* wu the Office of tlie two Drpol; ChambeiUmt M, 129 

SheriSi retnnud Juon for the luqauitioD* taltei) bjr EKbotiin bj StM. 
1 Hen. TIU. d-B ..W 

Juaiicei in E]-ie !tl.S7 

Jtutice* of A»iiie. — Stt AmUb. 
Jtutieier, Chief or High : 

Bended M the Court of Exchequer, lad had the Superior Cuv and 
Goiduice of (he RereoDe, uid performed mui; act! which ■ftemrdB 
pertuoed to the Treuorer— Id sluice of fail bating been ilso Treasurer 

and ChaneelloT at the same time S. 4 

Decline and Extinction of his office — lacteaseof the Treaiurei'a power 

therenpon ..-■ ..•• 7 

KiDg*! Chamber : 

Aecoununti seeoimtiiig there — Treasurer of the King^ Chamber 

uppDinted . 10 

HoDe; tonietimea received and iHued at tlie KiDg*! Chamber ... 24 
KiDg** Remembrancer : 

History, functions. &c., of IM 

.%ealKi under the head "Process" 48 

Kirkethet : 

A Custom or Dutj 41 

Knighls- Fees , -, 

Knights' Serrice f 

Lanraster; 

AccouDta of Auditors and Receivers controlled II 

Sheriffii' Accounts Budiled tif the Auditor of Laad RcTenue, &G. . . , 12G 

ProTition in Stat. 33 Hen. Till. c. 39, b. 29, for Land-, to continue in the 

Survey of the Exchequer 13 

Like provision in the Letters Patent, erecting a Court of Augmentations . 14 

Land Revenue : 

Land Revenue of tJie Augmentation annexed lo the Eicheqner ... 50 

W be kepi separateamongthe Records of thE Pipe, 18, eocl. 25 

Deicrihed 33-39 

.Sc« also under the heads "Audilore" 123 

" Ministers" Accoimb" Hi 

Entirely pinced under Ihe managernenl of the Board of Woods, ForeWa, 

and Land Revenue 84, 126, 127 

Set " Revenue" 

Land Tut : 

Accounts of 123 

Hitlorj, &c.,of 86 

Leet fee .... .SO 

Lcn (Ijjinu) : 

Port of 43 

Liberate and Solvatis Writs 28 

Liberate, or Sealing Day 46 

Therlsingof the Court was termed the Day of Liberate 7 

Liberationes cooslitutiE: 

Described G5 

Lony Writ. orPrcrogetiveWril 47 

Ixird Ti'eaBurer.— Sm "Treasurer, Lord" 
Lord Treaaarer'i Re membra ace r : 

HIMorj. ftr., of Ill 

Stt alio under the iiead " Froi^ess" 46-48 
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Pane 
Marcs : 

Value of, &c - - 26 

Marshal of the Exchequer : 

In what case the Sheriff accounted in the custody of the Marshal • . 58 
Functions, &c., of 117 

Master of the Horse : 

Accounts of • . • • . 109 

Measures (Standard) » 30 

Memoranda Rolls: 

Described .....•'...• 89 

Military Expeditions 34,35 

Ministers, Bailiffs, &c. : 

Accounting by word of mouth before persons appointed by Hen. YIL— 
The Foreign Auditors examined their Accounts ...••.. 10 

Manner of gathering the King's Rents of Lands 33, 49 

Relieved from making Profers--Land Reyenue rested in the Board of 

Woods and Forests, &c ••••••. 23 

— ^— — and Rcceiyers* Accounts : 

Records described, &c. ••.••••••••...,82 

Augmentation annexed to the Exchequer, and the Ministers' Accounts to 
be kept separate. — See Sect. 25 of the Articles of Annexation . . 14, 18 

Mint: 

Accounts of, to be taken by the Auditors of the Exchequer • ... 19 
Misericordia •• • 40 

Monasteries, Abbeys, &c. : 

Temporalties of— vacancies • 53 

Accounts of, entered on the Foreign Rolls 73 

Money : 

Payments by Work and Proyisions, and by Money, ad^scalem — adpensum 
—Trial by Fire, Weight, &c.—Dealbated~Blanched— Blank ... 25 

Moneyers ..,.• • 104 

Mot Fee 50 

Navy, Treasurer of— Accounts 109 

Nichel diem clausit extremum • 46, 54 

Nichils : 

Accounts nichilled — ^how disposed of, &c 46, 80 

Clerk of, Functions, &c., of 116 

■ Rolls described 79 

Nones : 

Revenue of • 41 

Nova Oblata : 

Estreats since making up the last year's roll 61,62 

Oblata and Nova Oblata 61, 62 

Obligations 48 

Officers of the Court of Exchequer : 

History and Functions of ••...•. 93 

O'ni' : 

Described • • 46,56 

Originalia : 

Estreats of Chancery, described 47, 78 

Outlawries : 

Sheriffs charged with, on their Foreign Accounts 48,110 

Panel Silver • • . • • 50 

Parcel Makers : 

Functions, &c# 118 

Parliament Houses bumt.-*-S!ee Tally. 
Particulars : 

Sheriffs' particulars — Sheriff accounted for the Corpus Comitatus from a 
Roll which he kept 65,77,78 



Pmjmuler of Peusloiu : 

Office sbDlialied .••>] 

£)' Work and Piovisiana, and by Money, ad scnlem, ad peikBam, &c. . , iS 
Pell,PelllB: 

EiiiuB—and Inlroilue, or Becepttk • 9S 

Pell Rolls— TtiE Records of tbe Receipt--<»11ed Magnus Ratulaa de RecepU 

inSS Hod. III. &C 131 

Each Chamborlain had s Controlmenl Roll.— &fl under Ihe head " Cham- 

hBrlain- 128 

Fenal Laws : 



Paympnls ad peaaum, ad Ecalem, in Blank 2S 

S« under the head "PeBOur" 133 

Peaour, Ponderator, or Weigher: 

Functiona, &c.. of 133 

Petit iona! 

OftheSherilFlo the Treasurer for Allowances . ....... S7 

Patty Bag: 

Clerk lo send into theCourt of General Surreyora all Inqueata on Attain- 
dera,— .S« Stat 33 Hen. VIII. cSB.s, 17 13 

The Ring's Butler 42 

Pipe RdIU : 

Tbe earliest, 31 Hen. I. 1 

Described — Tbe great medium of Charge and Diacharge, and contained 
oncientt; tbe Accounts of the whole revenue — Mode of putting in charge 
—How Ihe Rolls were made up by the Clerk of the Pipe . . . 61-67 
Tht Pipt Roll wA» the Tr«a«urer'a Roll, hbd the Dtiplicatt thereof na* 

theChancellor's, the latter being a check on the former 64 

Form of entering tbe Accounts— Corpua ComllatEs— Rcmanens Firraie 
post TerrSB dataa— Crementum— Proficuum- Isauea of Escheats and 
Purprestuces— rinea, Oblalas, Amerciameuta—Escuages, Aids, Tallages, 

and Casual Profits, &c 64 

Nature of the Charge and Discharge described by an Extract from one 

oftheRoIts, and translated 66,67 

The current charge on the Sherilie 64 

Inquiaitions of (be Sheriff drawn down inlolhe Pipe > 70 

St, also under the heada " Clerk of the Pipe" 113 

'■ Comptroller of Che Pipe" ...... 114 

Pii 104 

Plough-land 34 

Post Fines 83 

PrBS-rinea. Post-Fines 23 

PoB8tatioproPuIchr6,Placiland' 50 

Prwslationes arentatffi SO 

Prefijion : 

Day of the Sheriff's pre Sii on, Slc 23, 56, III 

Prerogative Writ 47 

Preati or Imprests 19.28,121 

Prince's Chamber lU 

Friaa: 

Duty or Custom of 41,42 

Described— Writ of Summons-when isaued— who issued it, &c. — other 

Proceedings 4&-4B 

Profers: 

Records of 



J 



Prefers — em/immt 

Nnture of ProfeTB 54 

IfttiSheriffdeparted without pajinghia Profera 38 

Tally of Profere B6, S7 

FroficuuDi orFirma dr. piogcuo 64 

Purpreatures 64,78 

QueenhKhe 1 

QueenVHithe/ " 

Quietua or Acquittance 30, 57, 1 S3 

Quimiraes: 

Revenue of 41, 4:i 

Qait Renta 33 

R.C.orC. K.: 

t. e., Reddit computum 62 

Receipt of the Eichequer : 

Described 23-31 

Various Receipta 34 

Present Receipt described 29, 30 

Receipt Records SS 

Record 02 

The Pell or Pell Roll nas called Magnus Eotulus de Recepta . . . .131 
ReceptaScaccarii .,.,.., '£i 

Kiplanatory of the course of the Eichequer— Account Side . . , 6I~92 

Receipt Side 92 

ReeusaniB B2, 112 

Red Book of the Exchequer UO 

Bedditua AbbIsx • i t . , . 50 

ad Tumum Hundred! ••.... .......SO 

Remanens Crementi Corporis ComitalQs 64 

tirms Comitatfls post Terras datu 64 

Remanentes firmie Coraitatfis post Summam iuam 76 

Remembrancers 108 

KiuK's 109 

Lord Treasurer's Ill 

Restitution ; 

Writ of S4 

RevsDue 3--4'l 

Rents of Lauds aQciently formed the chief souree of the Royal Revenue — 
Rojal Perogstive — Casual Revenue, Stc. — Domesday survey shows what 
portion of the Land the Conqueror held — Ancient Demesnes of the 
Crown consisted of 142'J Manors, &c,— What the Ijiads consisteduf . 32 

Demesne Landi described 32-36 

Rents at first rendered in kind — afterwards in other ways 32 

Tallage 33 

Socage 34 

For what purposes Lands were granted away, for provisions, for clothing, 

the King's Defence, &c 34 

EscuBge 34,3a 

Improper lo grant away Ancient DemBsnes — but the King might grant 

what he acquired by his Prerogative 3G 

Gradual dissipation of the greater portion of the Land Revenue . . 36-39 

RevenneoftheAugTueDUlionanneied tothe Exchequer 15 

The Management, &c., of the Land Revenue vested in the Con ' ' 

of Woods and Forests, &c 

Other source* of Kevenue described ....... 

The settled and casual Revenue ........ 

Revenue Rolls : 

Described 




Bight, Writs of . 
Bcaccarium : 

InfetiuB Scaccariuni— Scaccsrium da Ilecepd 

lleceptB Scaccuit — or Receipt of the Exaheiiue 
Sculem : 

PaymeDts ad Scslem, &c '2S, 

Sounder the he»d"resQur" 

Cuatom of 

Sctifdula FipiD : 1 

Schedule of the Pipe: J 

What it contained 4G, 62, 



Scotland : 

Union ivitb England — iiew Eichequer — ancient InBIitutioD o! the ofSce 
of Treaauier of Scotland by JameB I. of Scotland.— &? the note . . 

Scutage , 

Seal, Great, kept at the Eicheqoer 

Sealing Day. — See Liberate. 

Secretaries of State appoinlpd Commissiooers of the Treasury 

SectaBurgrand Villar' , 



Secta Curii 
Seeta, and Waida 



An Account of the roll of aeiiures , . , 
Seijennt-al-Arms : 

Wben'lhe Sheriff accounted in his euatody . 
SherifTa : 

CommiBsionera of Inquiry appointed to go into the Countie 



Shir 



^at. of Rutland, 
sent through the 



iyStat. 6Henry IV.c. 13, t 



. 4,5 



into the Cou 



ihing Frauda of Accountants, the teoor of 

to inquire and certify the ProSts, &c. , . . . . 5 
, laaed before (he Treasurer and Barons, and subse- 
quently before the Clerk of the Pipe 9 

Constituted in Michaelmas Term— Answered tlie First Summons at the 
Utas of Easter 

Foreign Appoaer cast up his lotted Account, and seat it to the Pipe 

1q what cases they were Eicheators dd, lu 

Sheriifa returned JurorH on Inquisitions of Escheat 69 

Sheriffs' Accounts and Particulars 41 

The Pipe Rolls the current charge on (he Sheriffs 

Manner of bringing In their Accounts — Nature of Ihe Revenue collected 
by them 4' 

Manner of committing the Counties to them 

Their Acquittance or Tally to Debtors 

Formal parts of a Sheriff's Account described— The Prefer— The Tisus 
orView— TheSumma 54-56 

Before whom they made their Profers, and the latter di 

Manner of Discharge— Taliies of Prefers and Reward SS-JS 

Quietus 

In what 



—The collection. &c., taken from then 
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Page 
Smithfielcl Bars : 

CityToU 43 

Socage • • 3d 

Sockman 34 

Soken Fees 50 

SoWatis : 

Writ of ' 28 

Spirgurnell • 6 

Standard Pieces, and Weights and Measures 30 

Starra • 8 

States of Accounts : 

Entered on the Memoranda Rolls of the Treasurer's Remembrancer . . 90 

In the King's Remembrancer's Office 48,109 

See under the head " Declarecl Accounts'* 84-86 

Statutes : 

3 Edw. I. c. 19 4 

12 Edw. 1 4 

Stat WalliB 24 

27 Edw. I. c. 2 5, 46 

6 Hen. IV. c. 13 5 

3 Hen. VIII. c. 23 9 

4 Hen. VIII. c. 18 11 

6 Hen. VIII. c. 24 11 

7 Hen. VIII. c. 7 12 

14andl5Hen. VIII. C.15 12 

26 Hen. VIII. c. 3, First Fruits 21 

27 Hen. VIII. c. 28, erecting the first Court of Augmentations ... 14 
27Hen.VIII. c. 62 12 

32 Hen. VIII. c. 45 (First Fruits Court erected) 21 

33 Hen. VIII. c. 39 (Equity clause, Sect. 38), erecting a Court of 
General Surveyors 12 

7Edw. VI. c. 2 14 

1 Mary, Sess. 2,c. 10 15 

2 and 3 Ph. and M. c. 4, First Fruits abolished 21 

1 Eliz. c. 4, First Fruits revived 21 

8 and 9 Will. III. c. 28 29 

6 Anne, c. 53, New Court of Exchequer in Scotland 22 

22 Geo. III. c. 82, Treasurer of the Chamber, &c., abolished .... 22 

23 Geo. III. c. 82 26 

26 Geo. III. c. 87 (1786) 39 

34 Geo. III., Sale of Fee-farm Rents 121 

46 Geo. III. c. 75; also, c. 76, 83. 150 27 

60 Geo. III. c. 65 23, 39 

56 Geo. III. c. 16 (1816) 84 

56 Geo. III. c. 98 (Consolidated Fund Act) 22 

57 Geo. III. c. 84 29 

2 Will. IV. c. 1 (1832) 84 

3 and 4 Will. IV. c. 99, most of the Ancient Departments, Account Side, 

abolished ....»..• 22 

4 Will. IV. c. 15, abolition of the Ancient Receipt 29,31 

1 Vict. c. 20, First Fruits 21 

1 and 2 Vict. c. 94, Records Act . 21 

5 Vict. c. 5, Equity Jurisdiction transferred 23 

5 and 6 Vict. c. 86, several officers of the Queen's Remembrancer 

abolished, and the office regulated •• 23 

Strays 48, 77 

Subsidies, Collectors of 49 

Suit Silver 50 

Summa, or Sum of a Sheriff's Account . • . • 54, 55 

Summons : 

Writ of Summons — The First Summons of the Pipe and Grcenwax, is- 
sued in Hilary Term — What it contained . 5, 45 



The Clerk of the Eitreats wna called Clerli of the Eitreats and Foreign 
Summons.— S« under Ihe head "Clerk of the Eatreate" . . . , ] 15 

From the Kjchequer of Ihe Jewa g 

Supers 110 

Surplusage 57 

Survey of the Land Revenue 39, 64 

i»e under the head " Surveyor-General" lai 

Surveyor General of Land Revenue, aodi 
Surveyor-General of Woods and Forests:/ 

The offices united, and the Board of CommigsiDnera of Waodi, Forests, 

&•:., formed 39 

Surveyor of Green wax t 

OlBce appointed, temp. Jac. I., to supersede the necessity of a Baron and 
Clerk goiug through the Shjr«s to view the Aei]uiltuaceB, &c., for the 

Greenwai 5, 119 

Abolition of his office 120 

Survey ors-GeneraL — Sn " General Surveyon" 

S« " Court of General Surveyors." 

T or 7b(.— See "Tal" 56 

Tallages 4, 33, 36 

Collectors of 49 

TalUges of Jewa g 

Tally: 

Described— Abolished— The Houses of Parliament burnt by overheating 

the Flues in deslroj ing the Tallies 26 and (aal.) 

Tiie Sheriff's Tally lo Debtors as an Acquittance 54 

Tally of Profers 56 

Tally of Reward 16,57 

Cutter of the Tallies 134 

Tally Writer 129 

Joinen of Tallies 189 

Cleaving the Tallies by the Under- Chamberlains, ceremony described , 120 
■Ml J Cutter: 

Fanetions -26, 134 

Tally Jomer. 139 

Tally Writer and Auditor of the Receipt- See under the head " Auditor of 

the Receipt" 129 

Tax Roll 91 

Tellers : 

Teller'aBiU— Payments made at the office of the TeUers 26 

As to tbeir authority for issuing money 28 

Bistory, &c., of 134 

Temporallies of the Church, &c 53 

Accounts (Sede mtunlc) entered on the Foreign Roll 72 

Tenures 47, 111 

Terra Regis or Demesne Land 32 

Terrffi datie ; 

Described ■ 64,65 

Tertius denarius ComilatQs 65 

Thesaurus. Thesaurus Camers S3, 24 

Thronage.- Sk "Tronaga" 

Tom,— SwalBO-Turnum" S1,S2, M (fio(0 

Tot. Totted 46, 56, 6g 

Treasurer, Lord : 

Chief Justicier anciently performed »oma of the Duties, which afterwards 

pertained to the Treasurer .i-*. «■•.*,,• 4 
The Kill's CbanccUoc a check upon the Treaiursr S 
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PAg« 

Treasurer, Lord — continued. 

The Chancellor succeeded the King's Chancellor as a check upon the 

Treasurer 6 

Decline of the power of the High Justicler, after which the Affiiirs of the 

Exchequer guided hy the Treasurer and Barons 7 

Treasurer and Barons the Sorereign Auditors of the Kingdom, before 
whom the Sheriffs passed their Accounts ••••••••• 9 

The Treasurer's gradual withdrawal from the Exchequer — his office put 
in Commission for the first time, Jac. I. — he acted, however, personally 

at the Exchequer to the time of Car. I «21 

Ceased to execute his duties personally at the Exchequer . • . . • 22 
Becomes Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain by the Union with Scot- 
land .••...••22 

Becomes Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain and Ireland • . • 22 

History and Functions of his ofl3ce • • • • . 93 

Dictated the writing of the Great Roll 61,93 

Treasurer of Ireland : 

Directed to account annually in the Exchequer of England, 21 Edw. I. • 49 

Treasurer of the King's Chamber : 

Appointed « • 10 

Entered as an Accountant on the States of Accounts .109 

Office abolished . . • • 22 

Treasurer of the Nary 109 

Treasurer of Wars 109 

Treasurer, Under • 105 

Treasurer's Remembrancer : 

History, &c., of ««..lll 

See also under the head ** Process'' • 45-48 

Treasury : 

History of the Treasury (England) 136 

Present State of the Treasury of Ireland • « 150 

Trebuchet: 

See under the head ** Pesour" ..•.•.. 133 

Trentismes : 

Revenue of.,«,« 9.41 

Tronage House described ..• ..43 

Turns, Sheriffs' 51, 52, 64 (note) 

Tumum Ticecomitis , . • . • 50 

Under-Chamberlains. — &« under the head '< Chamberlains" 127 

Under-Treasurer : 

History, &c., of • • 105 

Usher of the Exchequer : 

Fart of his Duties 3 

History, &c., of 118 

Utas: 

Described • • . • •45 

Vantage-Money • 133 

Vic' Franc' Fleg' 50 

Vicontiels. — See Viscontiels. 
View or Visus ; 

Entered on the Memoranda Rolls • • • . 90 

Rolls of Views in the Treasurer's Remembrancer's Ofl3ce • • . • 48,109 

Ofa Sheriff's Account 16 (Sect. 5, 6), 55 

See also ** Declared Accounts " • • 84-86 

Vintismes : 

Revenue of • « 41 

Virtute Brevis •.«•.••• 53 

Officii ,53,69 

Sw under the head << Marshal of the Exchequer " • . « • • . .117 
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Yiscontiels 45» 52, 59, 71 

Of what they consist • «50 

Vicontiel Roll 51 

Yisus. — See View. 

Waifs 48, 77 

Wales 24 

Wallhrook Ward • • . . . .43 

Warda 50 

Wardrobe : 

Keepers of the Wardrobe, Public Accountants ...•••• .109 

Chief officers abolished, 1782 22 

Accounts • . . ' • . . 19, sect. 29 

Ward-Silrer 50 

Wards, Court of. — See under the head ** Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer" • 111 

Wars, Treasurer of • 109 

Weigher : 

See under the head ** Pesour*' 133 

Weights and Measures (Standards) • 30 

Westchepe : 

Market of 43 

Wight, Isle of: 

Accounts of the Governor audited by the Auditors of the Land Retenue 126 
Wine : 

Custom of • 12 

Woodstock : 

Exchequer there • • • . • • 24 

Woolchurch Haw : 

Woolechirchehawe 

Market of 43 

Wool-Key : 

Custom-house built on . • • • • 43 

Woolrersey : 

Exchequer there •«.. 24 

Writ: \ 

Writs: f 

Appraisement 48 

Assistance 22 

Attachment «....• 1 7, 58 

Capias .58 

DeliTcry 48 

Distringas . 47,48,58,110 

Fi-fa 17,48 

Inquiry • • . • 54 

Liberate 28 

Long or Prerogative 47 

Restitution 54 

Right 52 

Scire facias •.••••46 

Solvatis 28 

Summons ••.« •• 5, 43 

Writer of the Tallies.— S^« under the head « Auditor of the Receipt " . .129 
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